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INTRODUCTION 
3

Hello third years,

We hope you've been enjoying your clinical year so far!

It is now getting close to picking your BSc choice for next year so the ICSM Gazette team
has once again excited to bring you the Unofficial BSc guide 2022/23, with completely
honest, unedited accounts from students who have already gone through their BSc!

This was possible because of an astronomical amount of help from the students in the
2020/21 (who have completed the  BSc last year) and 2021/22 (currently in their BSc)
cohorts, and we have had a huge response, with over 140 participants, for which we are
extremely grateful!

For more amazing articles and resources to help you during your time at Imperial, be sure
to follow us on or social media and join our mailing list. 

 

@icsmgazette ICSM Gazette icsm-gazette@imperial.ac.uk



TIMELINE 
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Attend the BSc Fair: 
Wednesday 02 March 12:30pm-5pm 

Submit your choices: 
wednesday 09 March 5pm

Allocation of BSC:
wednesday 16 March 3pm

Allocation change application: 
Friday 13 MAY 5pm

(External BSc application deadline: Friday 04 March 5pm )

Allocation results: Friday 03 June 



BSC SCIENCE FAIR
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Wednesday 02 March 12:30pm-5pm 

Cancer Frontiers
 

Reproductive and Developmental
Sciences

 
Remote medicine

Endocrinology
 

Global health

Immunity and infection
 

Neuroscience and
mental health

Management
 

Haematology
 

Translational respiratory medicine

Gastroenterology
 

Humanities,
philosophy and law

GLENSTER SEMINAR ROOMS 1-3 GLENSTER SEMINAR ROOMS 1-3 GLENSTER SEMINAR ROOMS 1-3 

GLENSTER 1ST FLOOR GLENSTER 1ST FLOOR GLENSTER 1ST FLOOR 

BRIAN DREWE LECTURE BRIAN DREWE LECTURE BRIAN DREWE LECTURE 
THEATRE, REYNOLDSTHEATRE, REYNOLDSTHEATRE, REYNOLDS REYNOLDS 1ST FLOORREYNOLDS 1ST FLOORREYNOLDS 1ST FLOOR

R2-3, REYNOLDSR2-3, REYNOLDSR2-3, REYNOLDS

Surgical design and
technology

R1, REYNOLDSR1, REYNOLDSR1, REYNOLDS
Cardiovascular

sciences

COMM SKILLS ROOM ACOMM SKILLS ROOM ACOMM SKILLS ROOM A
REYNOLDS, 1ST FLOORREYNOLDS, 1ST FLOORREYNOLDS, 1ST FLOOR

Anaesthesia and
critical care

COMM SKILLS ROOM BCOMM SKILLS ROOM BCOMM SKILLS ROOM B
REYNOLDS, 1ST FLOORREYNOLDS, 1ST FLOORREYNOLDS, 1ST FLOOR

Biomedical
engineering

B1 BASEMENT, REYNOLDSB1 BASEMENT, REYNOLDSB1 BASEMENT, REYNOLDS
Pharmacology

B2 BASEMENT, REYNOLDSB2 BASEMENT, REYNOLDSB2 BASEMENT, REYNOLDS

Charing cross campus



HOW THE ALGORITHM WORKS 
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BSc choices are allocated by the Best-Fit algorithm.This algorithm attempts to
give the maximum number of people their top choice.

 
Some BScs are heavily oversubscribed; in these cases, the algorithm allocates

people at random. 
 

The number of applications per BSc change each year (see graph below), and
previous trends may not apply to your cohort, so it is best to go with your

interests rather than trying to second-guess the algorithm. 



HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
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BSc title 

Mean rating
for each
category

verbatim
comments 

 from
students

basic information 



ANAESTHETICS AND CRITICAL
CARE

Ratings 

COMMENTS
I’m really happy I choice anaesthetics! The teaching has been really interesting, it covers topics such as sepsis,

acute respiratory distress syndrome, pain, anaesthetics techniques, ventilation etc. Mike, the course director, and
other teaching staff and really friendly and approachable. They’ve answered all the questions I’ve had about the

ICAs very quickly over email and hold Q&A and feedback sessions regularly for the group. There’s more critical care
than anaesthetics which I didn’t realise going into it, but I’ve really loved it and haven’t regretting picking it!

Harsh marking compared to there BSc but really really intresting! There is a good mix between clinical and scientific
content but you will hear loads about cytokines, interleukin and apoptosis.

FAVOURITE MODULE
Research project

Module 1! The teaching is really interesting and you
get to know the rest of your group really well on

campus
Learning about ECMO Module 1?

Research project

Pick the BSc you think you will enjoy the most, not the one which guarantees you a first.

Module 1

0 2.5 5 7.5 10

Helpful for the future 

Course organisation 

Support from staff 

Intensity 

Different to expectations 

Interesting-ness 

Quality of teaching 

Difficulty in achieving a 1st 

Difficulty in achieving a 2:1 

(n = 8)

8

Number of spaces:  19
2021-22 competition: very high 

Campus: Chelwest



BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING

Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE

Biomimetic

Tissue regen

0 2.5 5 7.5 10

Helpful for the future 

Course organisation 

Support from staff 

Intensity 

Different to expectations 

Interesting-ness 

Quality of teaching 

Difficulty in achieving a 1st 

Difficulty in achieving a 2:1 

9

(n = 2) 

Number of places: 20
2021/22 competition: very high

Campus: South Ken 



CANCER FRONTIERS

Ratings 

COMMENTS
Very interesting BSc, always gets a nice mix of internal and external students, extremely interesting and the

research you do is very publishable as its all novel. Organisation/admin is awful but it's fine because you don't
need to attend lectures anyway. In general, pick the BSc you're most interested in, not the one you think is going to

give you a first or trying to play the system (it doesn't work like that anymore). The BSc structure for the last few
years has been very standardised and they all have the exact same ICAs and marking criteria. So do the one you're
most interested in and will put the most effort in and you'll do well, regardless of what theme/specialty your BSc is

focused on.

FAVOURITE MODULE
Project 1/31

0 2.5 5 7.5 10

Helpful for the future 

Course organisation 

Support from staff 

Intensity 

Different to expectations 

Interesting-ness 

Quality of teaching 

Difficulty in achieving a 1st 

Difficulty in achieving a 2:1 

10

(n =3) 

Number of places: 15 
2021/22 competition: low
Campus: Hammersmith 



CARDIOVASCULAR SCIENCES

Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE

Congenital heart conditions None

Don’t

3

0 2.5 5 7.5 10

Helpful for the future 

Course organisation 

Support from staff 

Intensity 

Different to expectations 

Interesting-ness 

Quality of teaching 

Difficulty in achieving a 1st 

Difficulty in achieving a 2:1 

11

(n = 4)

Number of places: 18 
2021/22 competition: moderate

Campus: Hammersmith 



ENDOCRINOLOGY

Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE

Module 1 and final project
Lit Review

January is difficult/more intense (like most other science BScs) but otherwise it’s great, the first term is structured so
that you only go in Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays 10am-3pm, attendance is monitored but also it’s nice to go in and

meet other people on the course. The weekly general knowledge quiz the course leads run in first term during
lectures is great fun - you do it in your groups which also helps you to get to know your groups better! Overall so far

it’s been a great BSc.

Wish I’d paid more attention to the teaching of the scientific method in first term

Don't expect endocrinology to be as well supported as people make it out to be! (It's still better
for support compared to most other BScs with pharm being an exception!)

Only have done 1 module so unsure

Science in Context
Module 3 (provided you have a project you

enjoy)Module 1

0 2 4 6 8

Helpful for the future 

Course organisation 

Support from staff 

Intensity 

Different to expectations 

Interesting-ness 

Quality of teaching 

Difficulty in achieving a 1st 

Difficulty in achieving a 2:1 

12

(n = 10)

Number of places: 32 
2021/22 competition: moderate

Campus: Hammersmith 

Decide if you want a chill BSc or don't mind - some BScs are more intense than others, pick something that you
find interesting cause you're going to spend a lot of time on it, if you already have some idea of what speciality you
want to do, I don't think it matters too much but it might help to do a BSc related to it, put in order of preference

Idk if strategic placement helps



GASTROENTEROLOGY AND
HEPATOLOGY

Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE
Module 1 - it’s fun going in and seeing

everyone!

I would recommend picking a BSc that does offer you a lot of support, as that’s the thing that will help you the most
when it comes to doing coursework. Personally, I would 100% recommend doing Gastro & Hep: it’s quite chill, the

course leads are incredible nice and there is a lot of support :))

Gut microbiome

0 2.5 5 7.5 10

Helpful for the future 

Course organisation 

Support from staff 

Intensity 

Different to expectations 

Interesting-ness 

Quality of teaching 

Difficulty in achieving a 1st 

Difficulty in achieving a 2:1 

13

(n = 3)

Number of places: 20 
2021/22 competition: low

Campus: Hammersmith/ St Mary's 
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Difficulty in achieving a 2:1 

GLOBAL HEALTH 
Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE

I knew going in to it that it was going to be hard to get a 1st, but I am still glad I chose it because it is very interesting and teaches
you different perspectives. There is also a greater focus on holistically approaching medicine. For example, everything we are
taught to memorise to ask in a social history, I feel like I am learning how these factors truly can impact on someone’s health.

Helpful Q&A sessions during summative assessments, but quite harsh marking. Very interesting topics though! But can be very
intense. Worth it if interested in the subject (and it’s an essential one to know about as any HCP!)

Lectures and lecturers are very interesting and diverse and really change and inform your views on so much about international
affairs and healthcare systems- the biggest strength of the course. However the marking is very harsh (very few people get firsts)

and there is a lot of disorganisation and rumours around ICA’s. If you want a first I’d say it’s best to avoid this BSc but if it’s
something you’re passionate about it’s still an amazing option. It’s worth noting a 2:1 isn’t too hard to achieve but there’s a

constant feeling that our marks don’t reflect our hard work, at least in comparison with other BSc’s. 
Global Health is brilliantly interesting, with a wide range of lecturers from Imperial and all around the world, and some very

interesting debates and discussion. However, it is much more intense than many other courses with regular group
presentations throughout term one. It is also almost impossible to get a first, but still rewarding

It is extremely intense and there are lots of deadlines but I don’t regret picking it. Lots of aspects of the course will stress you out
quite a lot

Module 3 (project)
1 Module 1

1- lecture are incredibly diverse and interesting Term 1 lectures

It’s a very intense course and if you have a specific interest in the field of global health, you’ll be able to network and get to know
the best in that field. Otherwise it becomes quite strenuous and difficult, and lectures aren’t tested on, only very specific

assessments

14

(n = 20) 

Number of places: 25
2021/22 competition: moderate

Campus: St Mary's 

Health and conflict
the BSc project

All of them were great in
different ways

3 Module 1 - Had such a variety of topics cove
and was really interestingModule 1

Module 1 or 3, both were very good
Module 1

globo is mostly chill, teaching is so-so. The actual content of the course is very very interesting (some amazing lectures) and there
are interesting BSc options

I picked it based on what I was interested in and I didn’t care much about getting a 1st I tried but GH is kinda hard to achieve
that first based on modules alone but more on the final project.

I loved this bsc and would recommend it to anyone. I think just view it as something to get through but mine genuinely had a
huge impact on my life and I enjoyed every minute of it.

I made a pros and cons list and global health had the most pros and honestly was exactly what I wanted. choose a bsc you
think you will enjoy not something you think will get a easy 1st

Doing the Global Health BSc is the best elective academic decision I have made, it's really changed me as a person and was
extremely fun, interesting and rewarding to study. However it's probably not for everyone and I recognise that so everyone

should pick what they are interested in first and foremost; publications and getting a 1st and all of that can follow much easier
after if you actually enjoy what you do and imo is quite a toxic mindset to have



HAEMATOLOGY

Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE
Red cells

Haematology has been notoriously helpful in 5th year pathology and we have covered so much breadth and depth,
covering cancer, white cells, red cells and thrombosis. I picked haem because I didn’t want to do anything too

specialised like immunity or cancer but was interested in these topics. Teaching is excellent and well organised and
the course leads are very receptive to feedback.

Haematological malignacies

0 2 4 6 8

Helpful for the future 

Course organisation 

Support from staff 

Intensity 

Different to expectations 

Interesting-ness 

Quality of teaching 

Difficulty in achieving a 1st 

Difficulty in achieving a 2:1 

15

(n = 2)

Number of places: 15 
2021/22 competition: low
Campus: Hammersmith 



HUMANITIES, PHILOSOPHY AND
LAW

Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE
Module 1 - the mind

It was a much more difficult BSc than I expected and had a lot more art than I was initially told

I loved HPL, I had such a great year!! If you immerse yourself if the new stuff you learn and engage with the
lectures all the coursework just becomes work building off of what you’ve already done. The different forms of
coursework like posters and podcasts were really fun! And there was so much freedom in choosing a project !

This was a super interesting BSc, but be prepared to be pushed outside of your comfort zone. You will find some
assignments really interesting and some totally uninteresting depending on your personal interests, but the beauty

is that you have a lot of flexibility to make a lot of assignments “your own”. Also, there is only 1 team-work
assignment so if you prefer working alone it’s pretty good. The project at the end is so free and flexible, you will

almost definitely have found a niche that really interests you by then and you will seriously enjoy having so much
freedom to explore this in your own way. It’s also really cool seeing how much your writing improves - I am not so

much more confident writing academic papers because actually they are so much more critical of your language on
this BSc than any other and you really get SO much feedback on how ti write clearly, concisely, and engagingly. It’s an

amazing BSc, just be ready for the challenge of getting a first. You will not waltz through it as easily as you might
expect.

death and dying Ethics

just choose what you are interested in, this is a year to enjoy!

0 2.5 5 7.5 10

Helpful for the future 

Course organisation 

Support from staff 

Intensity 

Different to expectations 

Interesting-ness 

Quality of teaching 

Difficulty in achieving a 1st 

Difficulty in achieving a 2:1 

16

(n = 5) 

Number of places: 18 
2021/22 competition: low

Campus: South Kensington 



IMMUNITY AND INFECTION 
Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE

The course included a lot of group work and doing group presentations which I didn't expect and was quite hard work
but I also learned a lot through it. All the lecturers were experts in their fields and talked about the most up to date
research. I felt pretty well prepared for all assessments and got really good at reading papers since practically every

other session was a journal club. Overall, it was difficult but rewarding and confirmed my desire to do a speciality
related to this in the future.

 
 

I think the people who teach on this BSc are really passionate about what they do and it shows in the quality of their
teaching. Also the course does throw you in the deep end at the start but it does get easier!

Get as much information as possible from older years with similar learning styles and interests to you. Immuno was
enjoyable for people who liked lab based projects, which I personally struggled with (particularly as support was very

poor in this area). However I managed to find a clinical project for module 3 so I enjoyed the most important part of the
year. The teaching in general is really niche so not helpful if you want to improve your medical immuno knowledge. But
it is interesting, you’re taught by world class professors, and you improve your paper reading and writing skills. Module

2 (literature review and case study) is the most intense time of year, but not exclusive to just this BSc. I’d only
recommend immuno if it is a topic you really like and you’re willing to go way beyond the science that’s expected in

medicine.
This is a really broad subject area so there will be bits you like and bits you don't. It's okay to not be as in love with

your course as other people may seem - it doesn't mean you made the wrong or a bad choice. Be prepared to
read lots of papers and don't panic if it's challenging to start off with!

3 (Project)

Module 1 Module 3 Module 1

 
I have only done one so far but it was v interesting and v upto date

 

I’m really happy with my BSc. It is really interesting and staff are really really helpful. Supervisors (e.g. for science in
context assessment and end of year project) offer different levels of support which I have found difficult. The marking is

also quite harsh! But I wouldn’t change anything :) the people in my class are super friendly too I’m very glad to have
met them

0 2.5 5 7.5 10

Helpful for the future 

Course organisation 

Support from staff 

Intensity 

Different to expectations 

Interesting-ness 

Quality of teaching 

Difficulty in achieving a 1st 

Difficulty in achieving a 2:1 

17

(n = 7)

Number of places: 20 
2021/22 competition: low

Campus: 
St Mary's/Hammersmith 



MANAGEMENT

Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE

Don’t pick this BSC if christmas tends to be notoriously busy for you because Jan exams are a killer!! Also genuinely
think about whether you want another year doing exams because it makes this year 10x more intense for no reason.

also I can’t lie the modules are not that interesting either. HOWEVER, i would say management is one of the sickest
bsc’s in terms of really interesting final projects that you can probably take further as well.

 
 

Very rewarding and intense with loads of coursework, excellent support from the business school. Though you might
not get much exposure to scientific research skills like the other BScs, you get the opportunity to develop your soft

skills, and learn a more diverse range of stuff like coding, economics, accounting etc. Pick your teammates wisely AND
early for the final group project (the selection process takes place in early November) and mix around with the

external medics.

Was different to expected because of covid and less of a motive. However modules were still interesting. When it’s
remote you’re glued to a laptop though for lectures and grp meetings. Make sure you’re prepared to work in a group

with people who work differently/have different abilities/standards

MarketingSustainable
Business HE

Final project 
Business strategy

 OBHRM

When older years tell you management is intense, LISTEN!
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Difficulty in achieving a 1st 

Difficulty in achieving a 2:1 

18

(n = 8)

Number of places: 40 
2021/22 competition: moderate

Campus: South Ken



NEUROSCIENCE AND MENTAL
HEALTH

Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE

Neuro and mental health is very broad. You may find yourself delving into immunology, endocrinology,
psychology, psychiatry etc. Many publications or presentations often do not clearly explain what their boundaries

and/or what exactly their scope is. As a result, (giving Imperial the benefit of doubt), the tutors may not have
enough time to give you a bearing. You’d therefore need to be very self-motivated to develop an appreciation for
the subject once you’re in the course. I personally found my friends to be very helpful not just in getting through

the pandemic/remote working but also in making sense of the vast amount of information there is in
Neuro/Mental health (though they’re awesome nonetheless). If you have any questions, pls feel free to just ask

the tutors and/or your friends. Sometimes engaging others can help you derive the answer yourself, and there’s
no harm in asking. On hindsight, I think every BSc has its perks but if you would like to have an attempt at making

sense of whole of medicine (to the point that it’s translatable), Neuro/mental health is good choice! I also think
this is an interesting course for anyone who has got little clue about what’s coming up.

Module 3 because of the flexibility of time Block 3 (psychiatry)

0 2.5 5 7.5 10

Helpful for the future 
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Difficulty in achieving a 1st 

Difficulty in achieving a 2:1 

19

(n = 4)

Number of places: 35 
2021/22 competition: low

Campus: Hammersmith



PHARMACOLOGY

Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE

Pharm attracts really keen people who pour their hearts and souls into pharm 24/7 so the standards are exceptionally
high and everyone is quite competitive - this makes it a lot more difficult to do well in your ICAs. If you really enjoy

pharmacology and are interested in a career in drug research then pick this BSc, else you're better of going for one
you actually enjoy as it will have lower standards and you'll be more likely to get a 1st.

my research project
(module 3)

Pharmacology is a really well supported BSc, but projects can be quite daunting and lonesome so make sure you keep
in constant with the leads, particularly if you’re struggling early on!

One thing that I was surprised about is that you are doing a BSc in scientific writing which is based around your BSc
choice - not a BSc in whatever you have chosen. This means that the teaching and other aspects of the course are

almost as important as interest in the subject. It’s a really fun year!
Absolutely best BSc - so structured and a really great introduction to research and how to conduct it best.

Make your own decisions, don’t try and trick the algorithm and don’t pick something because your friends are doing it
too.

Very research-based rather than actual pharm drug mechanisms of actions and stuff, so lots of papers to read :)

just pick pharm

CST and SiC Literature
review

Project

Digital presentation

First term

Module 1 so far!

sohag1

Honestly the easiest year since secondary school
Pick something that you’re interested in, that’s probably the most important thing :)

Term 1
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20

(n = 17)

Number of places: 25 
2021/22 competition: very high

Campus: Charing Cross/South Ken/
Hammersmith 

Be aware of how popular each BSc option is before you rank your top choices. The course is very manageable and the
support (especially in module 1) is great! However this decreases a bit in module 2 and 3



REMOTE MEDICINE

Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE

It's really laid back which means not a lot of support but also a lot of freedom and no content to learn

Project

Wished I chose something more relevant to what I want to do in the future

Choose what you’re interested in, really makes a difference to whether you engage in class and with the topics
they teach you or not. I picked Remote Medicine because it wasn’t just one topic/specialty that we were being

taught for the year, every week it is a new topic so it’s always very interesting and you also get a fresh start every
week it you hated the previous topic

A very interesting BSc, 1st term is good especially if its in person. Lecturers are from alternative career paths so quite
inspiring, and don't need to learn any of the content. 2.1 is guaranteed, getting a 1st can depend on the difficulty of the

titles you're allocated and subjective marking, but also isn't too difficult.

Simulations

Remote healthcare
Altitude medicine

Space medicine
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21

(n = 5)

Number of places: 18 
2021/22 competition: high

Campus: Hammersmith/
Royal Brompton 



REPRODUCTION AND
DEVELOPMENT

Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE

Repro was known as a very disorganised course previously but it’s deffo changed a lot. It’s really well organised, we get
all our ICAs in plenty of time and Mark answers all of your questions very quickly.

Module 1

Pick the subject you're genuinely most interested in- the skills you gain will be the same in all BSc courses :)

I’m external so I thought coming to imperial would be a culture shock but honestly it’s been great (both in terms
of not being too intense but still challenging enough)

the course structure allows you to get all the work done as long as you manage your time well. Start the ICAs as soon as
you can and chip away slowly rather than leave it all till the last week.

Assisted Reproduction
The first gynae module
Module 1 (part 1 and 2)

Really interesting BSc. The difficult in getting a first is increasing year on year but everything has been super interesting.

Assisted Reproduction

0 2.5 5 7.5 10

Helpful for the future 

Course organisation 

Support from staff 

Intensity 

Different to expectations 

Interesting-ness 

Quality of teaching 

Difficulty in achieving a 1st 

Difficulty in achieving a 2:1 

22

(n = 5)

Number of places: 25
2021/22 competition: low
Campus: Hammersmith/

St Mary's



SURGICAL DESIGN AND
TECHNOLOGY 

Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE

If you want to do surgery do surgery BSc! If you don’t know if you want to do surgery but are interested do the
surgery BSc. Pick based on what you’ll enjoy and your career and interests. Don’t pick on ability to get a first. I wish

I’d taken feedback from others for the earlier submissions more.

Module 3 3

Things to consider when selecting a BSc: 1. Will the BSc help build your portfolio for future pursuits? (i.e. choosing a
BSc that’s align with your career goals) 2. If you’d want to take a break from medicine and have a breather, then you
might want to steer away from the intense courses. 3. Talk to the years above and gain as much information as you

can to help you make a more informed decision.
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23

(n = 4)

Number of places: 23
2021/22 competition: high

Campus: St Mary's

Data Analysis



TRANSLATIONAL
RESPIRATORY MEDICINE

Ratings 

COMMENTS

FAVOURITE MODULE

Cute small group - you get to know everyone and such an awesome group. Get a lot of world-renowned lecturers to
speak to you.

Module 3 - Research
Project

Loads of projects

BSc is utter fucking shit. Resp is the best of them. Very supportive and they care, loads of project choice.

So you can either go about it in two different ways: you want a chill year and a 1st (pharm, resp, endo etc) or something
you’re interested in (you’ll be able to do well in anything if you work hard)

Module 1 - clinical stuff Ica3Project

Project Module 1
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24

(n = 6)

Number of places: 25
2021/22 competition: low
Campus: Royal Brompton



EXTERNAL BSC
25

HOW TO APPLY
Complete the external iBSc application form (found on MedLearn) and email it to nicole.barnes@ic.ac.uk

Apply for a course which is NOT at all similar to any offered at Imperial. This increases the likelihood of your
application being accepted. 

Deadline: Friday 4th March 5 pm 

You can use websites such as intercalate.co.uk to find
courses you are interested in, or check university websites.

Conducting my BSc externally to study medical anthropology allowed me to escape Imperial’s science bubble, do
something creative, learn new skills and make new friends. 

COMMENTS

If you want to, you can link the BSc to your career
aspirations in the application to emphasise why you

would like to conduct it externally.

Remember that the university you’re applying to also has a
personal statement and application so make sure you check the

deadlines and requirements necessary for them.

I found out from a girl in the year above that you could intercalate externally. She told me she chose to do it at UCL
and that it was the best decision of her life. I had never known you could do it elsewhere before and I think a lot of

people still don’t know it. There’s a website called intercalate.co.uk where you can find all the available iBScs for
medical students. When justifying to Imperial why you’re going somewhere else for a year you kind of need to have
picked a degree that’s not available at Imperial, otherwise they won’t let you do it elsewhere. This was easy for me
as medical anthropology was a clear choice for me and something I was set on pretty early on. You then need to

write a personal statement and get a couple of references (I used my current and previous academic tutor). It’s a bit
daunting because you’re scared if you don’t get in then you’ll get something you don’t want at Imperial. But I’d

definitely say it’s a risk worth taking and it’s a unique opportunity to try another uni for a year!

I’m absolutely loving it, it’s been the best year of medical school so far! I’m so glad I put the effort to apply externally
because I remember it feeling like a lot to juggle alongside third year at the time, but honeslty it’s been so so worth

it! I finally feel like I’m at a university doing a degree which actually values interdisciplinary thinking! UCL is so
wonderfully diverse, so much more artsy and open minded than Imperial lol. I think what I love the most about

doing anthropology is the wonderfully open minded people I meet and have thought provoking conversations with -
everything from queer anthropology and gender as a performance, to neocolonial infrastructures which

manufacture health inequalities! Whilst it is definitely a challenging year, with new methods of learning (reading lots
of interesting essays and discussing them in tutorials) and new modes of examinations (essays, film making etc), I
do not regret it one bit! Fourth year is intense whichever degree you do, so why not do something that will teach

you new skills and allow your mind to think for itself again!
 This year, I'm doing iBSc Mathematics, Computers and Medicine at UCL. It's been really nice experiencing a different

environment - the campus is amazing and everyone is very welcoming! The course is extremely challenging, with 5
modules spread across 2 terms, and the research project running concurrently. We share modules with masters and
final year students from other courses, and the things taught are at quite an advanced level. It is a massive struggle

keeping up but it's also been massively rewarding! The schedule is quite busy with coursework and exams throughout
the terms - there's even an exam in the first week of Easter break. Overall, I would definitely recommend the course if
you have an interest in mathematics or computing. Even though it is rather difficult at times, the skills learnt are quite

valuable, and you might even relish the challenge!
Deciding to do my BSc externally is something I do not regret at all! Med school is very long, and 4th year is the perfect

time to change the scene entirely. My course is something I love, I've learnt so many skills that I could not have at
Imperial, and met some amazing people, medics and non-medics alike. I'd definitely recommend if you find a course

that's really calling your name 
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Third year is going well, you’re nailing that abdo exam, and then someone mentions those three dreaded letters: B-S-
c. Some people know exactly what they want to intercalate in, some don’t even have to tell you – it’s obvious – but if
you’re like me you might be looking at the list and not feel strongly connected to any of the degrees on offer. Since

starting medical school I have been heavily involved in prehospital medicine, and I didn’t feel that the internal choices
would have allowed me to develop myself as a clinician or as an academic in this particular specialty. Therefore, I

started to look at external options, which more closely mirrored my interests and career goals. I’d like to share a few
reflections on this process.

Researching the degrees: I have to admit, I didn’t do as much due diligence as I perhaps should have. Very early on,
I was dead set on one degree: the Barts Prehospital Medicine iBSc – and I didn’t really explore other options, such as

Plymouth’s “urg-emerg” degree. I trawled through the website, twitter posts and Instagram accounts for the Barts
degree before speaking to colleagues who were currently completing, or who had completed the degree to try and

gain as much of an understanding as possible. However, I failed to research any alternatives – which in retrospect was
a risky decision. Imperial lets you apply for permission to intercalate for one specific degree, so you need to make
sure you pick the one you will enjoy the most, and are likely to get into. I’m lucky in that I love my degree now, but I

often have shifts in resus at the same time as Plymouth students and their degree sounds incredibly interesting, I only
wish I had read more at the time. My first top tip: throw your net far and wide, read up all you can, and don’t get

fixated prematurely!
Applying for an external degree: The application process is relatively straightforward: write a personal statement,

create a CV and send an email to FEO BSc to request permission to intercalate externally. Please note, this will only be
granted if the degree is sufficiently different to that which Imperial offers, and is medically based – you can’t study
Cardio at Kings. The difficult part for me was having the guts to take the risk. If you apply externally, you remove

yourself from the initial BSc allocation at Imperial, and so if your external application is unsuccessful you are left to
select from whichever course still has remaining spaces internally. Safe to say, if your external application fails, you
won’t be doing one of the competitive internal courses. This was a decision I agonised over for weeks – weighing up
how much I would enjoy the internal and external degrees, my estimated chance of success, what degrees would

likely be left if I was unsuccessful. To be completely honest, I never resolved this in my head, I just took a leap of faith
– and I’m glad that I did. I remember getting the email with my offer and I was both shocked and exhilarated. Thus, my

second top tip: make sure the degree you want to do justifies the risk of doing one you don’t.
Doing the degree: I could write article after article singing the praises of my intercalated degree in prehospital

medicine, so I’ll try and keep it sweet. We are lucky to have significant clinical opportunity: in resus, the air ambulance,
the ambulance service and more, as well as comprehensive teaching in anatomy, physiology, trauma and

resuscitation. However, human factors, education, teamwork and governance – the “naon-technical” side of medicine
all feature heavily. As such, it’s an incredibly rewarding and well rounded degree – that feels incredibly clinical, and
reminds us of the end goal. Our lecturers are mostly HEMS doctors, and so you are surrounded by the people you

one day hope to become. I’m very thankful that I took a risk and applied, because I can resonate with the content I am
learning, and I understand its relevance and future applications. 

Furthermore, this degree strives to make us better clinicians – in both clinical and non-clinical aspects. We learn the
theory of prehospital medicine for the portfolios and exams, but then see it in action while on shift, and reflect on our
experiences as a group. There is a real family feel to the group, and we’re on a journey to improve ourselves and each
other. I can’t speak for all external BScs, but I certainly think the experiences I have on my degree are unparalleled by
those at Imperial. Research has never been my forte, and so I may have struggled to engage and succeed at Imperial.
I think an alternative BSc style was the right fit for me – and I’m even enjoying crafting my dissertation on ketamine! 

Overall: If research is your thing, and you are interested in a very academic degree – Imperial is the place to be! Don’t
know what you want to do with your career? Imperial also offers degrees in topics such as management, medical

humanities and global health – these may be a good fit if you don’t have an academic niche! However, if you have a
specific area of interest that lies outside the degrees offered at home, take a look what’s available. There’s no harm in

looking, and if you find something that knocks your socks off – take a leap of faith!
 

EXTERNAL BSC



Pick your BSc based on interest rather than one you thing you’ll get a first in/one you
think is easier.

Don’t try to trick the algorithm, remember everyone else will also have the same idea.

If you’re not sure what to pick, speak to students on the course to find out what it is like.

Think about if you want a medicine-based BSc or something which is less related.

Think about how much flexibility you want in terms of coursework e.g. some courses give
more opportunity to personalise and modify whereas others are more set in their
marking criteria. 

Try not to get too influenced by what others around you say or the BSc they are picking. 

if you get a different BSc to what you expected, don’t fret! Most people end up really
enjoying their BSc and remember that at the end of the day, it is only for a year.

During the BSc science fair, ask the students for their honest opinion and course
satisfaction when the lecturers are not around- they will tell you exactly what the pros and
cons are for their course and it will give you a more realistic idea of what to expect in that
BSc.

GENERAL TIPS AND ADVICE

how to pick your Bsc 

workload
timetable
group work
support from staff
marking and assessment
projects offered
the people on the course e.g. how chill it is or not
which campus it is based at 
publications (but be cautious as this varies hugely and depends on the individual project)
how interested you are in the subject

Here are the top 10 factors to consider when choosing your BSc: 
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
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