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Dear Readers,

Hello and welcome to the final Gazette of term. 

As ever there is considerably less to report in the summer 
issue than at busier times of the year. However, you will find 
that there is still much news to relate and student activity at 
ICSM has not been entirely dampened by exams!

The presidential report and the news section will tell you all 
the you need to know about what has happened since the 
last Gazette, whilst we also have the latest word regarding the 
BUCS merger. For all you prospective freshers looking to join a 
club or society next year and become part of the ICSM bubble, 
we have put together a handy appraisal of your options at the 
back of this issue to guide you in the right direction. Otherwise, 
for a more comprehensive read, make your way through the 
Clubs and Socs section which starts on page 14.

Looking forward to the next issue, we would really like to have 
a section on alumni births, marriages and anniversaries – so 
if you have anything to report on this front, or would like to 
be involved in the collation of such news, then please get in 
touch at icsm-gazette@imperial.ac.uk. 
 
Next, some thanks. The St Mary’s Association – and in 
particular Kevin Brown – have been a tremendous help to me 
and the Gazette committee with their continued and excellent 
support all year, and we really appreciate it. I’d also like to 
point readers towards the year’s first Association newsletter 
on page 22, and to extend my thanks to the Faculty of Medicine 
at Imperial College and the ICSM Alumni Association for their 
assistance to the Gazette too.

Finally, the Gazette bids goodbye to Jac Cooper as our 
treasurer, alumni liaison officer and news editor – (quite some 
task!) – so a big thank you to him, and to the outgoing ICSMSU 
President Shiv Vohra for all his assistance this year, it has been 
a pleasure. I’m happy to say that Giada and myself will be 
returning with some new faces on the Gazette committee 
next year, and in the meantime, the blog on our website (the 
Gazette Extra) should hopefully keep you entertained over 
the summer.

I hope you enjoy reading this issue, and good luck to the 
newest cohort of recently qualified ICSM doctors!

Patrick McGown
Gazette Editor
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Welcome to the final edition 
of the Gazette for 2012-13!

It has been a very exciting year 
at ICSM, with an array of positive 
changes, such as the introduction 
of welcome events for many 
of our year groups, including 
the stethoscope day for Year 
3 students, and the complete 
transformation of the Reynolds 
mezzanine into a fantastic 
environment for our students. 
There are many more planned 
changes in the pipeline, with a 
new Reynolds gym and phase two 
renovation of the Reynolds Bar all 
awaiting final confirmation at the 
time of writing, so watch this space.

One of the most exciting 
and innovative changes has 
undoubtedly been the successful 
launch of the iPad pilot project for 
Years 5 and 6 of the MBBS course. 
This has been implemented with 
the intention of improving the 
student experience at ICSM by 
leapfrogging into the 21st century 
and allowing our senior medical 
students to take full advantage 
of the opportunities offered by 
mobile learning technology. I am 
very grateful for the chance to 
have collaborated with the Faculty 
Education Office on this exciting 

project, and I would like to extend 
a huge thanks and congratulations 
to Dr Maria Toro-Troconis and her 
e-Learning team, who have been 
instrumental to the successful 
launch of this pilot project, which I 
hope proves to be a huge success. 

I am delighted to say that it 
has also been a tremendously 
successful year for our clubs & 
societies, particularly for many of 
our sports clubs – it has undeniably 
been one of the most successful 
sporting seasons on record, so 
congratulations to everyone 
involved! Off the field, our 
performing arts have continued to 
shine, and  ICSM RAG raised well 
over £40,000 for the Winnicott 
Foundation, so thank you all for 
your contributions to the cause!

One of the most special events in 
the medical school calendar is the 
ICSM Summer Ball, which will be 
held at Twickenham Stadium on 
the 27th June. I know that Becky 
May and her wonderful Summer 
Ball committee have been working 
very hard towards this all year, 
and I have every confidence 
that they will pull off a superb 
evening to celebrate the end of 
a brilliant year. It will also give 
us the opportunity to thank our 
final years with ICSMSU Colours 
Awards for their dedication to the 
medical school during their time 
at ICSM. I also hope that they 
are looking forward to the first 
ever ICSM Finals Fortnight, which 
will be held during their final two 
weeks at the medical school. They 
have been a truly exceptional year, 
and I know that they will all be 
sorely missed when they move on.

It goes without saying that it has 
been the greatest honour and 
privilege to represent you, the 
finest medical students in the 
land, and so thank you very much 
for giving me this wonderful 
opportunity! It has been a hugely 
rewarding experience and I have 
been extremely fortunate to 
be supported by a stellar team 
of ICSMSU Exec Officers, who 
have been nothing less than 
extraordinary. I would also like to 
thank each and every one of you 
for your contributions towards a 
hugely successful year for ICSM 
this year, particularly our ICSM 
Club & Society committee officers 
and our year representatives, who 
have been the key drivers behind 
much of this success. I am delighted 
to be handing over to Steve Tran 
and his new Exec team, and I wish 
them all the very best of luck in 
their new roles for the year ahead!

My thanks as always go to 
Imperial College Healthcare 
Charity, the Faculty of Medicine, 
the Faculty Education Office 
and the St Mary’s Association, 
and I would like to thank them 
all for their truly invaluable 
support throughout the year.

Last but by no means least, I 
would like to thank the Gazette 
team of Patrick McGown, Jac 
Cooper and Giada Azzopardi for 
their phenomenal contribution to 
the Gazette this year, and I hope 
you enjoy reading this edition.

Best wishes,
Shiv Vohra

ICSMSU President

State of the Union
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Past Events
There were a number of massive medical events this Spring: Light Opera’s 24 Hour Opera, Mamma Mia 
directed by Katie Addy and Olivia Szepietowski, completely sold out and made a fantastic profit for RAG. 
ICSM Drama also put in a strong showing at the London Medical School Comedy event, UH Revue, at 
Guy’s Hospital. More info on the UH Revue can be seen on page 8. Music Society’s Spring Concert was also 
successful, and the 2nd annual Imperial Festival on the 3rd and 4th of May was attended by 10,000 people 
and lauded by the Rector for both its commercial success (selling 3,000 meals, for example) and its showcasing 
of Imperial’s mix of music, arts and science (including medical exhibitions like surgical demonstrations).

Further to this we had Varsity, unfortunately won overall by Imperial College who also won all of the rugby 
games for the second year in a row, including a 19--7 victory in the headline JPR Williams Cup match at the 
Twickenham Stoop. However there were some bright spots, such as ICSM Men’s Hockey winning 2 matches 
to 1 for the first time, and ICSM Netball winning Varsity by the same margin as last year, 4-1. This was one 
part of a fantastic Treble achieved by Netball, whose first team also won LUSL and BUCS Cups and were ICSM 
Team of the Year at Sports Dinner, which was a raucous but fun event held at Café de Paris this May. Boat 
Club were crowned Club of the Year and Lindsay Hennah of Netball was Sports Personality of the Year.

Awards
The Royal Society has given Fellowships to Professor Lord Ara Darzi (Paul 
Hamlyn Chair of Surgery in the Department of Surgery and Cancer) and 
Professor Sir Steve Bloom (Head of Division for Diabetes, Endocrinology and 
Metabolism, in the Department of Medicine). These are awarded in recognition 
of “contributions to science, both in fundamental research resulting in greater 
understanding, and also in leading and directing scientific and technological 
progress in industry and research establishments”, and mean that the number of 
scientists associated with Imperial who are Fellows of the Royal Society is now 72. 

The Department of Medicine has also been presented with an Athena 
SWAN Award for advancing the cause of female academic scientists. 
This is largely due to the work done by the Academic Opportunities 
Committee headed by Dr Jane Saffell, who has also recently been selected 
as Faculty of Medicine Academic Lead for Postgraduate Taught Courses.

St Mary’s Library is refurbished, renamed and reopened
The Library, first opened in 1933 and was host to musical shows by Gilbert 
and Sullivan and to the Royal Family as well as medical staff and students. 
It hadn’t been overhauled since 1982, but funds of £1.5 million from The St 
Mary’s Development Trust (chaired by Emeritus Professor Averil Mansfield) 
helped enable a £3 million, 6-month renovation to improve facilities. 

Now known as the Fleming Library, the renovation was planned from 1999 and 
finally opened in May this year, with a new staircase to connect the floors, more 
computers and more space amongst other things. The changes have been favourably 
received by many students who attended the launch event, one of whom called it 
“stunning”.  The mezzanine of the Reynolds building at Charing Cross Campus has 
also received new furniture, with the rest of the building hopefully to follow this soon.

News from ICSM
Research, social and everything in between

Dr Saffell, head of the 
AOC and Postgraduate 

taught Courses

The new-look St Mary’s 
Fleming Library

by Jac Cooper
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Reinstallation of Murals, St Mary’s Medical School Building
Two murals which were removed during refurbishment work in 2003 have been finally reinstalled in the 
entrance lobby of St Mary’s Medical School Building. They were unveiled by Dermot Kelleher, Dean of the 
Faculty of Medicine, at a ceremony at St Mary’s on June 11th, 2013. 
One, by Faye Carey who was the creator of several art works in London hospitals, celebrates the work of four 
distinguished scientists who had worked at St Mary’s : Augustus Waller, Almroth Wright, Alexander Fleming 
and Rodney Porter. This mural was originally unveiled on 12th October 1992 by Sir Roger de Grey, then the 
president of the Royal College of Arts.
The other, by the distinguished artist, Jacqueline Rizvi, shows the sporting and cultural activities of the St 
Mary’s student body. This was originally unveiled on the 27th April 1993 by the Right Honourable Christopher 
Chataway M.P. who had been a world record breaking athlete and a pacemaker during Sir Roger Bannister’s 
first sub four minute mile in 1954. Sir Roger, then a consultant neurologist at St Mary’s was also present at 
that original ceremony.
Also present on June 11th was Emeritus Professor Leslie Brent. As chairman of the St Mary’s Art Committee 
in 1990 Professor Brent had raised £45,000 to pay for the murals from several sponsors: the Royal Academy 
of Arts, the Foundation for Sport and the Arts, and the Edward Austen Abbey Memorial Trust Fund for Mural 
Painting in Great Britain. During the ten years since the murals’ removal to storage Professor Brent has 
worked tirelessly to have them restored, with unfailing support from Anne Barrett, Imperial College Archivist

BUCS and BMA
Speaking of BUCS, the new BUCS changes are going ahead and Imperial is taking Option 1, which will 
mean that Medic Clubs still exist but under the Imperial Banner - as Imperial (medics). This all occurred 
despite the strong turn out from medical students across the UK at a protest outside BUCS HQ on the 21st 
of March. Talks over how the funding of Clubs will change are going ahead but we have had assurances 
that no overall or Club mergers will be forced and the SU maintains its autonomy and Varsity will continue. 

ICSM’s proposal at BUCS may have been rejected on shaky grounds, but our proposal at the BMA 
conference was not. Fifth year Rhys Davies spoke to the Association about the effects of the contentious 
Health and Social Care Act on medical education and training. He said that the localisation of healthcare 
decision-making seen in the Act could fragment training across the UK and result in a further lottery for 
students and Junior doctors, ironically achieving the opposite aim of the randomising, equally debated 
new SJT. Medical students demanded that both their needs and those of junior doctors were specifically 
considered in future decisions on service provision and reorganisation. The ICSMSU also had it’s 
elections, so the Gazette wishes good luck to the new committee and to incoming President Steve Tran. 

Upcoming events
There is a mix of new and old Summer events on their way. Most notable of these is Summer Ball, 
held this year at the Rose Suite in Twickenham Stadium on 27th June. This is a part of the new Finals 
Fortnight introduced this year, which also has a Boat Party and a Bop at the Reynolds to sign off the Final 
Years’ time at Medical School. The Ball is preceded by Summer Concert on the 26th, where students 
perform one last time, and also coming up is Affirmation, at Novotel in Hammersmith on the 6th of July.

and Corporate Records Manager, and from Tim Orson, 
specialist art restorer. 
Dermot Kelleher described the genesis and history of 
the murals and paid tribute to those who had worked 
so hard to restore them to their rightful place. He 
believed the depicted achievements that had inspired 
the artists would continue to be an inspiration to 
today’s and future medical students.
Tim Orson then described the technicalities of the 
restoration and said it had been a privilege to work 
with such rare and beautiful materials. 

words by Nigel Palmer
St Mary’s Librarian, 1972-2002
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The British University and College 
Sports (BUCS) organisation have 
finally succeeded in what can be 
described as the first steps towards 
killing medical school sports.

Over the past couple of years 
they have been trying to force an 
administrative merger between 
medical schools and their parent 
institutions for reasons of ‘equality 
and fairness’. Despite many 
discussions and arguments (in 
person and on paper) between 
this so-called ‘members-based’ 
organisation, as well as a 
demonstration outside the BUCS 
HQ, we were presented with two 
options. As only one of them was 
viable we reluctantly accepted 
option 1, which means that from 
next season we will be playing 
under the Imperial College banner, 
as opposed to Imperial Medics.

The main problem we have with 
this option is with regards to 
promotion/relegations. As we are 
playing as Imperial College only 
two teams can be in the same 
league from one institution, and 
only 1 team in the Premiership 
leagues. Previously two IC teams 
and two ICSM teams were able 
to compete in the same league. 
Now the maximum will be two in 

The BUCS Decision
total. This will not affect any club 
next season but may pose a threat 
in the future ie: If IC 1st XV are in 
the Premiership leagues our 1st 
XV would not be able to enter that 
league, even if we gain promotion 
from the league below, as long as IC 
are still sitting in the Premiership. 
The other concern is that at some 
point down the line (whether it be 
5, 10 or 20 years) there will not be 
enough differentiation between 
medic and college teams. This 
could lead to a complete merger 
and ICSM teams would cease to 
exist. BUCS could also pull another 
stunt and force this upon us. Who 
knows?

All is not doom and gloom as we 
have managed to put in some 
safeguard for our sports teams. 
We will still be playing as Medics 
and only administratively will be 
we known as Imperial (Medics). 
ICSM clubs will still keep their 
identity, colours and Phoenix crest 
separate to Imperial College. So the 
majority of people will not notice 
any change to their Wednesday 
fixtures, and the Reynolds will 
continue to be our premier venue 
for sports night frivolity. As we 
play under IC we will also reap 
the benefits from Sport Imperial. 
This will include financial support 

(under the same scheme IC teams 
funding is based on), free kit and 
other support that was not readily 
available to us before. Individual 
teams will see a difference as the 
Netball will be able to use the 
indoor Ethos facilities and Hockey 
will have equal access to the 
pitches in Harlington.

So the struggle to keep ICSM 
completely separate to IC teams 
was not a success. Although not 
a full merger it should be our 
responsibility to make sure BUCS 
NEVER succeed in depleting our 
heritage. The medical school spirit 
has always been kept alive by our 
sports teams, and must continue 
doing so. By achieving success 
on the pitch on Wednesdays, 
competing as Medics on the 
weekends in leagues such as 
LUSL, strengthening our branches 
with alumni, and making sure we 
attract as many new members as 
possible we will be able to deter 
another stunt like this.

Dariush Hassanzadeh-Baboli
ICSMSU Clubs & Societies Officer
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UH Revue brings the 5 London 
medical schools together (GKT, 
Georges, ICSM, RUMS and Barts) 
for the ultimate competition of 
comedy with a mixture of short 
sketches, video’s and musical 
numbers.
 
As GKT were our host this year, 2 
of their alumni hosted the evening, 
with a wonderful mix of audience 
participation and (trying slightly 
too hard) comedy. Each medical 
school performed a set of around 
20 minutes, with the winner being 
decided by the highly scientific 
and not at all partisan clap-o-
meter. The audience was made up 
of each uni’s supporters, seated 
territorially around the theatre, 
hurling a mixture of support and 
abuse to the performers and the 
hosts.

The comedy at UH Revue generally 
falls into one of 2 categories. 
Firstly, you have the “medic 
chat”, featuring sketches and 
parodies of songs with a medical 
twist. Secondly, and rather more 
commonly, the comedic angle 
is based on mocking the other 
medical schools, to the uproar 
of their representatives in the 
audience. Each medical school 

UH Revue Report
had a set persona. GKT: “Lads, 
lads, lads”, but not really offering 
much more; George’s and Barts 
students: lacking in IQ and 
common sense; RUMS: bland, 
boring, and offering nothing; and 
ICSM: library-based nerds.

Highlights of the evening included 
several renditions of Les Mis, 
mock entrance interviews in the 
style of “The Voice”, a charity 
video appealing for donations to 
the failing RUMS comedy society, 
and meeting Chewbacca for a 
consultation ‘post chemo’.
 
ICSM put up a good fight with 
one of the stronger sets, but, 

unfortunately as is often the case 
with UH Revue, suffered from a 
lack of audience representation 
when it came down to the all-
important clap-o-meter. In the end 
the victory was narrowly taken by 
GKT, with last year’s champions 

Barts coming a close second. 

Overall, an enjoyable night of 
comedy and healthy inter-medical 
school banter was had by all and 
this was followed up with an after-
show party at the delightful GKT 
union.

Look out next year for Revue 2014 
and get in touch with icsmds@
gmail.com if you are interested in 
representing the med school.

David Thompson
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   MVP: Most Valuable Player  MIP: Most Improved Player

Sports Dinner Awards

Football: MVP: Jack Amiry 
  MIP: Michael Colwill

Hockey : MVP: Munraj Gill
  MIP: Matt Baldry

Rugby:  MVP: Oliver Brunkhorst
  MIP: Alex Scarborough

Ladies Hockey: MVP: Harriet Davidson
  MIP: Natalia Sanchez-Thompson

Basketball: MVP: Alex Aivazidis
  MIP: Ranjodh Sanghera

Boat:  MVP: Chris Rivett
  MIP: Ali Wallace

Netball: MVP: Frances Dixon
  MIP: Ifrah Hussein

Lacrosse: MVP: Hannah Brooks
  MIP: Will Stanger

St Marys Gym: MVP: Michael Stoddart
  MIP: Matthew Harling

ICSM Sports Personality of the Year: 
Lindsay Hennah (Netball)

Club of the Year

Team of the Year

  2009 - Lacrosse

  2010 - Netball

  2011 - Rugby

  2012 - Boat

  2009 - Netball 2s

  2010 - Badminton Men’s 1s

  2011 - Netball 1s

  2012 - Boat Club Novice Girls

2013 - Boat

2013 - Netball 1s
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Under the eternal sunshine of the 
March Easter weekend, a youthful 
collection of the Medicals’ finest 
undergraduates assembled at 
the Duke of Cornwall for the 89th 
annual Cornwall tour.  With some 
of the party running late, the 
unfortunate task of bus drivers fell 
to a quickly self-selecting group.  
After a brief stop to refuel with 
the aid of the tour Freshers, we 
made haste for the spiritual home 
of the club in the heartlands of 
Cornwall, the stresses of London 
and the student life lifting from 
our shoulders with every mile we 
travelled.  I must say thank you to 
Conrad Harrison and Simon Cole 
for helping drive the other bus 
down to Carbis Bay.  The journey 
itself was largely uneventful with 
rigorous testing of the younger 
years’ medical knowledge and 
revision forums dominating the 7 
hours.  

On arrival at Howards Hotel, 
after a minor parking dispute, 
the always accommodating Terri 
and Joe greeted us.  Rooms were 
allocated, and we freshened up 
before returning downstairs for 
the evening’s entertainment.  
With the touring group fired up 
and a certain individual offering 
celebratory sponsorship of the 
night, we departed for Penzance 

Cornwall Tour
and a wonderful night was had by 
all.

The Friday greeted us with strong 
winds and rain; mindful of the 
elements’ effect on the game to be 
played later that day, we departed 
for the beach for rock pooling and 
ice cream to acclimatise ourselves 
with the local weather conditions.  

The match against St. Ives RFC was 
well attended by an expectant 
crowd, hungry for the sight of 
Cornish players tearing through 
soft Londoner flesh.  They were 
not to be disappointed; the 
recently promoted St. Ives outfit, 
a well-oiled engine, brimming 
with attacking intent struck early.  
However the medicals were not 
to be written off with such ease, 
strong carries from Simon Cole, 
Robbie Ley Greaves and Marc 
MacMillan pushed us to within 
inches of their line.  The medicals 
smashed against their Cornish 
defence like the stormy surf in 
the bay below, searching for an 
opening.  After a smart move in 
the centre, our back line worked 
into top gear, and a score was 
crashed over in the corner.  The 

St. Ives team retaliated in kind, 
with our inexperienced team (only 
4 1st team players) flagging and 
lack of playing time evident.  Final 
score St Ives 67-Medicals 10.

The Friday night saw the final 
tourists join us from London and 
our only Doctor, to oversee the 
7.37 proceedings.  After a hotly 
contested La Parade and assault 
course of sorts, Anthony Rayner 
was pronounced champion amid 
controversial circumstances.  We 
left for Penzance, where we were 
to meet some exhibition players 
who were to assist us in our match 
the following day.  

Saturday dawned early, more 
so for some than others, but 
with the weather improving, a 
morning of sport was held on 
the beach, followed by the tour 
staple of isotonic pasties from the 
unparalleled Phelps Bakery.

The match against Penzance and 
Newlyn RFC featured numerous 
faces from the previous night as 
the Medical machine coughed and 
spluttered to life.  After a shaky 
start where we conceded some 
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soft tries, the defence was shored 
up and with some beef up front, 
we got to work.  Penetrating runs 
from Matthew Harling, Kieran 
Patel and superb link ups from our 
backs slashed their guard wide 
open with hammer blows to the 
heart being ruthlessly given by 
Vicknesh Manoselvam and a brace 
for Marc MacMacmillan.  The 
game from the previous day had 
taken its toll though with injuries 
and fatigue not allowing us to 
attain what we were capable of. 
Final score Penzance 39-Medicals 
27.

The Saturday night saw the 
Medicals visit the Dragons, with 
the eponymous Pickles’ dilemma 
finding the perfect home.  After 
the prize giving, we left in high 
spirits and the final night was, as 
expected, a triumph.

Sunday morning, and with heavy 
hearts and light wallets, we bade 
farewell to Howards and the 
loving generosity that we always 
encounter there.  The journey 
home was preceded by a round of 
golf at a prestigious local course; 
where, to our astonishment, 
caddies were provided by the 
clubhouse to offer assistance 
with the numerous local rules and 

regulations governing the course.

The tourists returned to London in 
the evening, closer, older than we 
thought we would be after only 4 
days away and indisputably wiser.  

It is with huge gratitude that I 
say thank you to the St. Marys 
Association.  Their generous 
contribution towards the tour is 
what allows us to undertake an 
experience like no other each year; 
the longevity of this tour, its 89th 
edition, speaks volumes about 
the history of the club.  It is truly 

a privilege to be involved with this 
history and it is the Association 
that makes this possible.

Thanks as well must be given to St. 
Ives RFC & Penzance and Newlyn 
RFC for hosting us so generously 
again this year; we feel so 
welcome every year by their kind 
hospitality.

I would like to leave you with a few 
words of wisdom that we gathered 
from our time away together.  Be 
thoughtful, a man who can’t walk 
will struggle to negotiate a wall.  
Be responsible for your actions, 
a misjudged act will often rule 
you out of competition.  Think of 
others and you will be rewarded by 
finding things you had thought lost 
forever.  Kindle friendships, there 
are no secrets that time will not 
reveal.  The angels that you meet 
are not necessarily the good kind.  
Finally Redruth is probably better 
than Penzance on a Thursday.

Hugh Crawford-Smith
Cornwall Tour Captain
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1. Replace clinical communication skills with a 
choice of Arabic or Gujarati lessons 

Why bother learning how to subtly communi-
cate in 1st and 2nd year? As soon you arrive on 
the wards of West London you’ll discover that 
many of the doctors and hardly any of the pa-
tients can understand you anyway - Let’s move 
into the 21st century by getting multilingual.

2. Learn to cut costs
With the NHS appearing to have the same 
budget as The Blair Witch Project, instead 
of learning about bone marrow trans-
plants and interferon treatment why not 
just learn about being underfunded! Stu-
dents will be required to launch a satellite 
into orbit using only £35 of printer credit, a 
freshers week t-shirt, the contents of a RAG 
bucket, and profits made from the Alumni 
Ball to show they have mastered this skill.

The Top 10 Curriculum Changes
Since the dawn of SOLE, the ICSM Gazette has been meticulously 
collecting its own feedback about what needs changing...

3. Dealing with angry people
With the NHS increasingly offering fewer and 
fewer good treatments why not stop teach-
ing students medicine, and instead teach them 
how to deal with anger? Students will be sent 
to shadow nightclub bouncers, beekepers and 
Ryanair call centre staff to hone these skills.   

5. Effective form filling
It doesn’t really matter what you’re actual-
ly like on firms, as long as your sign off form is 
filled in! To master the skill of filling forms stu-
dents will be sent for a one month placement in 
HM Revenue and Customs, and then asked to 
manually resolve an Imperial-wide chain email 
and assessed for number 3 at the same time.

4. Mastering the art of illusion
At medical school you are after all compet-
ing with your classmates. Much easier than 
actually working yourself is convincing oth-
ers not to work! Students will be taught 
techniques such as bluescreening all the 
library computers, posting a thought of the 
day on Blackboard discussion board, and 
discouraging others from revising efficient-
ly for OCSEs by holding mock stations with 
a hundred and fifty separate marks each.
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9.  Standardise the Year 4 Holiday
For some reason the FEO continues to la-
bel the year 4 holiday as something called 
“BSc”. It’s time for this confusion to end.

6. History lessons
We know from sport matches and the UH Cup that 
we think worse of GKT than we do of IC and are as 
friendly to Barts as lions are to zebras. But there are 
so many unanswered questions. Who are George’s? 
Why do RUMS never seem to have a team? Who 
do we hate more, GKT or Barts? How did this come 
about? Why is this man drinking from a shoe?

8. Get used to riding your luck
With F1 jobs now allocated by the randomiser of 
the SJT, placements allocated at random and even 
the content of your finals being completely random, 
why bother trying to get good at medicine? What we 
really need to focus on is getting good at gambling. 
Students will be randomly allocated to a 4 week 
placement in Las Vegas or Macau, and losers have 
to commute to St. Peter’s for the year. Good luck! 

7. iPad Usage
The faculty have decided that the clinical years 
spend far too much of their time concentrating in 
lectures and on firms, and clearly need some form 
of distraction, particularly during ward rounds, to 
stop this phenomenon. Step forward the iPad. 
To maximise the potential time-consuming bene-
fits of such a tool, all students should be required to 
download the Gazette’s latest app, SAF: Pigeon 
Hunter. A cross between two of the most compul-
sively distracting things in the world, Angry Birds 
and repelling pigeons with pretend fire, SAF: Pi-
geon Hunter will prove just the thing we need.  

10. Library Placements
The average 1st year student currently spends around 8 full days in the li-
brary during freshers fortnight, rising to 10 by the time they become sec-
ond years. This is simply not enough. We propose a one month stint of iso-
lation in the CX library, as getting to know this space early on will give you 
an advantage in knowing which chairs to sit on and which computers to 
avoid throughout your time at ICSM. Who knows, you might even wan-
der down to Reynolds by mistake during a revision break. Cool story bro.

by Oliver Gale-Grant, Joe Simmonds and Patrick McGown
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P W D L Win	  %
1 Netball	  1s 30 27 0 3 90.0

2= Tennis	  (mixed) 5 4 0 1 80.0
2= Tennis	  (men) 5 4 0 1 80.0
4 Badminton	  (mixed) 7 5 0 2 71.4
5 Badminton	  (women)	  1s 15 10 4 1 66.7
6 Basketball	  (men)	  1s 17 11 0 6 64.7
7 Hockey	  (men)	  2s 20 12 3 5 60.0
8 Hockey	  (women)	  1s 17 10 2 5 58.8
9 Rugby	  1s 17 10 1 6 58.8

10 Hockey	  (men)	  	  1s 26 15 4 7 57.7
11 Football	  1s 26 15 3 8 57.7
12 Rugby	  2s 19 10 3 6 52.6
13 Football	  3s 18 9 2 7 50.0
14 Netball	  5s 21 9 1 11 42.9
15 Netball	  2s 24 10 0 14 41.7
16 Football	  2s 23 9 1 13 39.1
17 Badminton	  (men)	  2s 11 4 1 6 36.4
18 Badminton	  (men)	  1s 13 4 1 8 30.8
19 Netball	  3s 24 7 0 17 29.2
20 Hockey	  (women)	  2s 14 4 5 5 28.6
21 Waterpolo	  1s 6 1 1 4 16.7
22 Football	  4s 20 2 3 15 10.0
23 Netball	  4s 21 2 0 19 9.5

24= Rugby	  3s 9 0 0 9 0.0
24= Hockey	  (women)	  3s 9 0 0 9 0.0
24= Basketball	  (women)	  1s 7 0 0 7 0.0
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Next year’s committee has been 
chosen and I wish my successor 
Calum Stapley the best of luck in 
continuing the remarkable growth 
of the club in the last few years. 
We had an exceptional crop of 
players join the club this year, 
including the St Mary’s Scholarship 
winner Kavian Kulasabanathan, 
and we hope that next year’s 
intake is just as strong. With their 
help we can push for back to back 
promotions and collect more 
silverware in the cup competitions. 

With one eye on the future we 

FOOTBALL

we bid him farewell.  We also 
welcome the incoming president 
Mr Nigel Mendoza, who we are 
excited to be working with to take 
us forward in the coming years.

The 2’s United Hospitals final 
takes place on the 9th of June 
against GKT; the website (www.
imperialmedicalsrfc.co.uk) will be 
updated with the result. 

RUGBY

It has been a fantastic year for the 
Football club. Our first XI won their 
midweek and weekend leagues; 
a truly special achievement. Our 
third XI was promoted from their 
midweek league and our second XI 
narrowly missed out on reaching 
the United Hospitals final.

This level of success was made 
possible through the commitment 
and energy of all our members; 
their attendance at training and 
attitude on and off the pitch has 
been exemplary. We now have boys 
playing together on match-days, 
socialising together at great events 
such as Ultimate Wednesday 
and Xmas dinner, as well older 
years providing tutorials for the 
younger boys. This club ethos off 
the pitch has been something we 
have worked hard to foster all year 
and we have made great strides.

Summer often marks a quiet 
period for IMRFC, the season 
finishing and players returning 
home.  It may surprise you that 
the club is a hive of activity.

Following the appointment of 
Director of Rugby and Head Coach 
Tom Burwell and Coach Will 
Matthews (ex-London Wasp), with 
assistance from ex-London Wasp 
& England’s Tom Rees, the club is 
literally moving from strength to 
strength.  Well attended, bespoke 
fitness sessions are preparing the 
players to hit the ground running 
come September.

The Rugby Dinner, held at the 
House of Lords, was truly special.  
A worthy send off for Professor 
Sinnett, a tireless champion of the 
club as president for 13 years.  It 
is with thanks and sadness that 

also keep one eye on our proud 
traditions. We are welcoming 
back our alumni for the joint 
Football-Netball Alumni dinner on 
Thursday 4th July at Mare Moto 
on the Kings Road. If you are an 
old Football boy and would like to 
get involved please get in touch 
with our alumni secretary Dev 
Thakker at dt908@imperial.ac.uk.

 Odhran Keating
 Club Captain 

The recent Inter-year match 
was widely praised as being the 
best in recent memory with the 
Second Years narrowly beating the 
Freshers.  Finally an Undergrad vs. 
Postgrad match is to be held in the 
autumn, the details of which will 
be released on the website soon.

A huge thank you must be given 
to Robbie Ley Greaves, Jon Simon 
and the outgoing committee for 
their hard work and I welcome this 
year’s committee, confident of the 
12 months ahead, but knowing we 
have large boots to fill.

Hugh Crawford-Smith
Club Captain
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made it to the quarter-finals of 
the NAMS knockout cup. Our 
AGM was very successful with 
a high turnout from each year 
group, plus a few docs, and I 
have every confidence next year’s 
committee will do a brilliant job.

For the coming season we have 
entered a team into a Saturday 
league based in West London, 
and any docs (or anyone else!) 
from the Imperial NHS trust can 
purchase alumni subs and play for 
the club. We really want to get as 

HOCKEY

their captain Louise Thornhill; 
there was no better way to end 
the season of netball!

Our summer league team, made 
up of members from all 5 teams, 
has been busy since the end of 
April and are currently unbeaten 
at the top of the league. Fingers 
crossed we’ll have more silverware 
in a couple of weeks too...

We’ve also been busy off the 
court, hosting mock OSCEs, an 
end of season dinner, AGM, and 
a hugely successful charity inter-
club netball tournament, where 
we raised over £800 for Right to 
Play. The netball girls were beaten 
in the final by a larger-than-life 
rugby team, but all the Pimm’s, 
cake and sunshine meant that we 
all left happy, despite losing at our 
own game!

NETBALL

It’s been a fantastic season for 
the Men’s Hockey club. We won 
Varsity for the first time in 8 or 
9 years, beating IC in 2 of our 3 
matches, a huge achievement in 
itself. Our 2nd and 3rd XI were 
promoted in their respective 
LUSL leagues and our 1st XI 
were runners up in the United 
Hospitals cup, losing 1-0 to GKT in 
a match we truly deserved to win.

Off the pitch the boys travelled 
with the girls’ club to Leeds where 
as usual, debauchery ensued, and 
on a side note our mixed team 

It has been another successful 
year for ICSM Netball, with 4 wins 
out of 5 at Varsity, a couple of 
trophies, lots of medals, charity 
fund-raisers, and a promotion.

Varsity week was as tense as ever 
this year, with the club holding 
on to their unbeaten title and the 
2s getting revenge for last year in 
thrilling fashion - Frances Dixon 
slotting 5 goals in the last 2 minutes 
to take the team to victory.

In the same week, the 1st team 
won both the LUSL and BUCS 
trophies, beating over 100 teams 
to win 38-30 in the BUCS final 
against Canterbury 1s. This was 
followed with a well-deserved 
team of the year award at sports 
dinner several weeks later. Huge 
congratulations to the team and 

We look forward to welcoming 
back our alumni on 4th July for 
our Final Year and Alumni Dinner 
at Mare Moto. Email ern08@
ic.ac.uk for more details.

I’d like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone for their support 
and commitment to the club this 
year and to welcome next year’s 
committee, led by the new club 
captain Beth Nally. Here’s to 
another great year! 

Lindsay Hennah
Club Captain

many alumni involved as possible 
so if you are interested please 
contact Michael Smith (mgs08@
ic.ac.uk). We also have the 
prospect of an international pre-
season tour to look forward to, 
dates will be announced shortly. 

If you have any questions please 
do not hesitate to contact 
the incoming Club Captain 
Dexter Tarr (dt1209@ic.ac.uk).

Michael Smith
Club Captain
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Once again the 1s came very close 
but sadly just missed out with a 
4-3 defeat. 

As usual the final term was filled 
with many memorable events; 
mixed pairs pub golf and NAMS 
tour to Leeds with the boys 
club were particular highlights. 
We celebrated the end of our 
incredible season at the annual 
black-tie AGM dinner where prizes 
for outstanding contribution to 
the club were awarded. 

After 4 years of being involved 
with coaching the club we were 
sad to see Justin leave at the end 
of this season, however we have a 
fantastic new coach lined up and 
next season we hope to continue 
going from strength to strength.

Some highlights to look forward 
to next season include our 
Alumni Day on Saturday 28th 
September (please keep it free!) 

HOCKEY (GIRLS)

offs to reach the National Premier 
League – unfortunately despite 
winning the home leg, we were 
beaten on aggregate. In only their 
second season, the Ladies 2nd XII 
reached the cup final, an incredible 
achievement which all involved 
should be proud of.  Needless to 
say, next season we will be looking 
to take the next step forward and 
win these ties.

Varsity was a highlight of the 
Easter period, with the Medics 
(yet again) triumphing over IC. 
Particular highlights included 
questionable head-protection 
and a long-awaited return from 
injury…

The year was ended with 
traditional flair with the annual 
End of Season Dinner; a fantastic 
night as ever, recognising the hard 
work done by the committee, 

LACROSSE

ICSM Ladies Hockey had a 
fantastic end to the season. The 
first XI finished on a high after 
being promoted in BUCS, the 2s 
completed the season near the 
top of both their BUCS and LUSL 
leagues, and an enthusiastic 3s 
side ended with their highest 
ranking to date. The matches 
at Varsity this year were more 
exciting than ever with the 2s 
securing an amazing 2-0 victory! 

Lacrosse has enjoyed yet another 
highly successful season, both on 
and off the field with all our teams 
competing at a national level.

The Men’s side had a great cup 
run to reach the semi-finals of the 
BUCS trophy, before being edged 
out by a highly drilled Cardiff side. 
After comfortably winning their 
league, the Ladies 1st XII were 
also faced by Cardiff in the play-

and an international tour to the 
Caribbean. 

If you’d like to join us next year check 
out our website at http://union.
ic.ac.uk/medic/ladieshockey or 
contact Rosie Belcher (rosemary.
belcher10@imperial.ac.uk) for 
more information.

Jessica Mistry
Club Captain

especially the out-going Club 
Captain, Josh McGuire.

In the coming months, we look 
forward to organising our first ever 
Alumni Day – watch this space – 
and will come back from a long 
summer refreshed and ready for 
another season of success, with a 
new group of freshers recruited!

Tom Emms
Club Captain

Clubs & Socs
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The story was much the same in 
the mixed, after a defeat to Barts 
early in the season, we reached 
the final and came out 8-1 victors. 

We only require a win in 
the MPS Mixed Doubles 
tournament due to take place 
early next year to complete the 
unprecedented Treble Treble. 
With 5 pairs making the final 8 
last year, it looks very promising.

We are looking forward to 
celebrating these UH victories 

TENNIS
In the last issue of the Gazette, 
much was said about preparations 
for the season ahead of us, chasing 
the ultimate goal of the “Treble 
Treble”. Those underground 
training sessions and drive to 
succeed were well rewarded.

The UH Men’s and Mixed Doubles 
leagues took place between 
April and June. New faces in a 
competitive Barts Mens team 
shocked us with a defeat early in 
the season. However, convincing 
wins over GKT and George’s and 
a more tense victory over RUMS 
secured a place in the final against 
Barts and a chance to put the defeat 
earlier in the season behind us. 

We put out our full strength squad 
and played some beautiful tennis 
to complete a 9-0 thumping.

on the beaches (and clay 
courts) of Palma, Majorca 
on our 2013 summer tour. 
If you would like to be signed up 
to our mailing list please contact 
our secretary Mike (michael.
colwill08@imperial.ac.uk). We are 
also on the look out for any alumni 
that would be interested in a 
Doctors vs. Students match to take 
place later on this year. Please get 
in touch if you’d like to get involved!

David Hillier 
Club Captain

We conclude the year with our 
traditional ICSMBC Summer 
Dinner held at The Rembrandt 
Hotel on the 28th June, which 
judging by our previous stay 
there will be an undoubtedly 
enjoyable night for all. As well 

BOAT CLUB

Throughout the summer term, 
ICSMBC has continued to show its 
excellent commitment to not only 
the rowing aspect of the club, but 
also its enthusiasm for educational 
support and social camaraderie. 
In a year where our Senior Men’s 
and Women’s 1st VIIIs both won 
UH Head,  and Novice Boy and Girl 
VIIIs have won the majority of their 
races, we are incredibly proud to 
have received Club of the Year for 
a second consecutive time.

For the first time, we have been 
able to run a mock PACEs for the 
5th years of the club alongside our 
annual mock OSCEs and tutorials. 
This was a large success and would 
not have been possible without 
the dedicated assistance of our 
ever-strong Phoenix Alumni, for 
whom we thank, and look forward 
to a similar level of support in 
coming years.

as this, Phoenix Boat Club are 
holding their annual Henley Royal 
Regatta BBQ on the 6th July. We 
implore any interested Alumni 
or current ICSMBC members 
to attend this wonderful event, 
especially as our Senior Men’s 
1st VIII are attending qualification 
trials this year. Please contact 
phoenixboatclub@icsmalumni.org 
for more information.

Finally, I would like to highlight 
that once again we will be holding 
a Novice Day for any prospective 
fresher rowers this October, and 
would love any Alumni interested 
in joining us to look out for 
information at www.icsmbc.co.uk 
and come share tales of their truly 
fantastic days with ICSMBC.

Phil Harbord
Club Captain

ph1409@ic.ac.uk

Clubs & Socs
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LIGHT OPERA

All this alongside putting on 
fabulous productions of our main 
opera, Oklahoma!, and our 24-
hour opera, Mamma Mia – which 
had the highest number of ticket 
sales for a 24-hour opera to date.  

A huge thank you and 
congratulations to the wonderful 
committee this year for their 
continuous enthusiasm, passion 
and hard work this year.
 
I want to take this opportunity to 
thank our honorary consultants 

The Light Opera Society has been 
busy in 2012-2013. With the 
focus this year being to enhance 
the unique comradery and family 
spirit in the society, we welcomed 
prospective members in with 
our first meet & greet BBQ, 
introduced a new spring term 
weekly tutoring scheme for years 
1 and 2 held by older members 
in the society, and organised 
another packed MoperOSCE.

Mr Teoh and Dr Hoare for their 
ongoing support as well as the 
St Mary’s Association for their 
generous award this year. We 
are extremely grateful to you all.
 
We’re all very excited to see 
what the next year holds.
 

Teesta Dey
President

rendition with passion. The show 
was a huge success, with the 
highlight being the Regency tea 
party held during the intermission 
of the Friday performance.

Then in April, from the big to 
the small, students from ICSM 
Drama and ICSM Light Opera 
took their individual brand of 
humour and music to the United 
Hospitals Revue, which you can 
read more about on page 8. The 
troupe performed bravely against 

DRAMA

2013 has been an exciting year 
for ICSM Drama and we’re 
not even halfway through yet! 
March saw the largest society 
production of the year come 
to life as we performed Jane 
Austen’s Pride and Prejudice in 
the Union Concert Hall, South 
Kensington. With a fanatic’s 
enthusiasm for the source 
material and a perfectionist’s 
eye on the costumes, Aarohi 
Shah directed this multi-ethnic 

a hostile audience and eventually 
won over the crowd with a 
medically-themed parody of “One 
Day More” from Les Miserables. 
Following on from this, the set was 
reprised and expanded at the ICSM 
Drama Soiree in the Reynolds Bar.

As a society, we are eagerly 
looking forward to the rest of 
2013 and what it has to offer.

Rhys Davies
Secretary

Clubs & Socs
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in Fulham. I congratulate all of 
those voted in, particularly Alex 
Cox-Smith who is taking on the 
role of Chair, and wish them all 
the best of luck. 

A big social event this term was 
our trip to see Phantom of the 
Opera at Her Majesty’s Theatre, 
after Choir sang a medley back 
in November. Over twenty of 
us went along, and we were 
certainly entranced by the whole 
performance. 

A couple of weeks ago Jazz Band 
put on an evening’s performance 
in the Union Concert Hall, and 
really showed off how versatile 
they are, with pieces ranging from 
swing and big band favourites to 
TV theme tunes and pop songs. 

The annual Summer Concert 
is coming up very soon now 
– Wednesday 26th June in St. 

MUSIC SOC
After the Easter break there was 
an intense couple of weeks for 
all of Music Society. Our Society 
Concert, entitled ‘Around the 
World in 80 minutes’, was a 
fantastic night with all ensembles 
truly showing off their best. With 
only two rehearsals before the 
performance we really had to work 
together and focus to produce 
such results. 

The following week saw our AGM 
and annual dinner at a new venue 

Albans Church, Margravine Road. 
If you have not yet got your ticket 
please do get in touch with me on 
the email below – join us in saying 
a fond farewell to our final years.

If you would like more information 
or are interested in becoming a 
Friend of Music Society, please 
contact the society Chair at lydia.
pearson09@imperial.ac.uk or 
visit the Music Society website at 
union.ic.ac.uk/medic/music.

Lydia Pearson
Chair

Clubs & Socs

Call For Articles
Alumni - Please keep in touch!

The Gazette welcomes all submissions from alumni - opinions, reports and 
obituaries are all appreciated by our

 readers. 
Articles about the St Mary’s era are

 warmly recieved by current students.
To reach us: e-mail - icsm-gazette@ic.ac.uk 

Address - ICSM Gazette, Student Union Office, Sir Alexander Fleming
 Building, Imperial College London, SW7 2AZ
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Dear Members,

It is my privilege and pleasure to 
write this, my first report as the 
newly elected Chairman of the 
St. Mary’s Hospital Association. 
Taking over from Mr David Hunt 
was never going to be easy! He 
chaired the Association with such 
generosity of spirit, charm and 
diplomacy through the last 9 years, 
and I will struggle to emulate his 
gravitas. However I am absolutely 
committed to ensuring the primary 
goals of the Association continue 
to be met. Chief amongst these, 
we aim to support and enhance 
the welfare of our medical 
undergraduates, to help them 
enjoy their experience as Imperial 
College medical students and to 
grow into well-rounded human 
beings as graduates.

Perhaps I should declare some of 
the reasons that motivated me to 
become involved in the Association 
in the first place. I felt I had gained 
considerably from participating in 
shows and revues that we wrote 
and performed at medical school. 
Prof Geoff Pasvol persuaded 
me to follow in his footsteps as 
the Honorary President of the 
ICSM Drama Society. One of 
Geoff’s parting gifts was to point 
out that whilst rugby and other 
societies had scholarships to 
acknowledge the contributions 
of their outstanding members, 

St Mary’s Hospital Association 
Newsletter

Drama had none. And so the 
case was made to the Executive 
Committee, and the Drama 
Scholarship was agreed. Why 
does encouraging participation 
in drama matter? In the words 
of one of the candidates for the 
scholarship this year: ‘because it 
benefits my communication skills 
and has boosted my confidence 
with presenting patients in front 
of my peers’. And anyone who 
has ever tried producing any kind 
of live performance involving 
dozens of other individuals all 
well-equipped with their own 
views, knows that this aids lateral 
thinking and problem-solving 
skills, not to mention basic survival 
and disaster-relief responses! 
But of course all sorts of extra-
curricular activities bring similar 
benefits and we hope to support 
these to the limits of the resources 
we have.

We have met with Shiv Vohra and 
other officers of the IC Student 
Union, and agreed that the 
priorities for our funding should 
be:
• Funding for the President’s 
sabbatical
• Gazette funding
• Clubs and Societies
• Scholarships
• Elective Awards

With the help of our new 
Membership Secretary, Dr Jonno 

Hoare (gastroenterologist and 
drummer to the stars), we will try 
to reach the many consultants on 
the staff who are unaware of the 
Association, and hopefully recruit 
more contributors. They will be 
building on a heritage started with 
great foresight and wisdom by our 
predecessors a generation before 
us.

Gareth Tudor-Williams, 
St Mary’s Association President

AGM Notice
The AGM of the St Mary’s Hospital 
Association will be held on 
Thursday 25 July at 5.30 pm in 
the Sitting Room, Ground Floor, 
Clarence Wing, St Mary’s Hospital.
Refreshments will be provided.
All are welcome. We look forward 
to seeing as may of you as possible.

RSVP: Kevin.Brown@imperial.
nhs.uk or 0203 312 6528.
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St Mary’s Hospital Association

REMINDER:
Would anyone still paying their subscriptions to St. Mary’s Hospital Medical School or Imperial College, please cancel 
that standing order and complete the form below.  If you know of anyone who would like to join, please let them see 
this form.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Please return to:  Mr Kevin Brown, Archivist, Mint Wing, St. Mary’s Hospital, Praed St., London W2 1NY
email: kevin.brown@imperial.nhs.uk

To the Manager

Bank________________________Bank Address___________________________________________

____________________________A/C No._______________________Sort Code_________________

Please pay the NATIONAL WESTMINSTER BANK plc. Marble Arch, Connaught Street Branch, London W2 1PG (60.16.10) 
for the credit of ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL ASOCIATION (21857873) the sum of twenty pounds (£20.00) every 1st October, 
commencing October 2013, until further notice.

Title________Full Name______________________________________ Years at St. Mary’s_______

Address___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________Post Code_________E-mail_____________________

Signed____________________________________________________ Date______________________

Chairman:     Dr Gareth Tudor-Williams MBBS MRCP MRCPCH
Vice Chairman:   Professor Averil Mansfield CBE ChM FRCS
Secretary:    Mr  Kevin Brown MA
Treasurer & Grants Secretary: Dr Michael Clarke FRCP

Please return to
Mr Kevin Brown
Archivist
Salton House
St Mary’s Hospital
Praed St
London W2 1NY   email: Kevin.Brown@imperial.nhs.uk

St Mary’s Association 
Registered Charity No: 1066742
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If you would like to include a legacy to The St Mary’s Hospital Association in your Will, we would be very 
grateful if you would complete and return this form. The information will be treated in the strictest confidence. 
This is simply a statement of your present intentions

      Strictly Confidential
  I intend to include a legacy to The St Mary’s Hospital Association

Name_______________________________________________

  Address______________________________________________

Post Code____________________________________________

  Telephone____________________________________________

  Email________________________________________________

  Signature__________________________ Date_______________

Name and address of Executor______________________________

Please send/email to:  Kevin Brown, Archivist, St Mary’s Hospital, 
Praed St, London W2 1NY.
Kevin.Brown@imperial.nhs.uk

Legacy Intention 
Form 

CONFIDENTIAL
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Thanks
ICSM Music Society would like to 
thank the St Mary’s Association 
for their very kind donation 
towards a new bass guitar amp 
last month. We were able to 
use the new amp in our Society 
Concert and more recently in 
a Jazz Band gig in the Union 
Concert Hall. It is also much lighter 
weight so easier to transport, 
which will be particularly useful 
next year for our summer tour.

Thank you,
ICSM Music Society

I have recently been informed 
that you have chosen 
to award me an elective 
grant for contribution to the life of 
the school of medicine - Thank you!
Not only is it going to help the 
financial side of travelling to 
Papua New Guinea, but I take it 
as a great compliment that I am 
considered to have contributed 
substantially over my time!

Again - thank you!
Jonathan Messing

St Mary’s Association 
Registered Charity No: 1066742

Thanks
After being given an amazing year 
both on and off the pitch, I was 
lucky enough to be awarded the St 
Mary’s Scholarship for ISCMAFC. 

The trophy stands proud and 
lonely on my mantlepiece, a 
fantastic way to end a perfect 
year. Thank you very much for the 
kind gift, the money for which has 
gone towards new training kit and 
a much needed upgrade in boots.

Thanks again,
Oliver Kemp

Thank you so much to the St. Mary’s 
Association for their elective grant. 
It has provided a huge helping 
hand in my elective in Hong Kong 
where I spent my time working in 
the obstetrics and gynaecology 
department. I am extremely 
grateful for the grant which has 
provided me with the opportunity 
to experience a healthcare 
system which is so different 
to the NHS. Thank you again.

Gar-Yen Lau

Thanks
ICSM Drama would like to thank 
the St Mary’s Association for 
their generous grant towards a 
new lighting desk to be shared 
between the medical school’s 
various dramatic societies.

We also acknowledge and 
appreciate the Association’s 
continued support of the Drama 
scholarship, won this year by third 
year Tommy Lwin, for his ongoing 
and tireless work for the society. 

Thanks again,
ICSM Drama

ICSM Netball wishes to thank the 
St. Mary’s Association for their 
invaluable support towards an 
extra coach for the club. Whilst 
we don’t have any fixtures to 
prove the benefit quite yet, we are 
confident that our results from 
October will show the difference!

ICSM Netball
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Obituaries
Barbara Gammon (1922-2013)

Barbara Gammon, nee Parry, 
formerly Sister on Almroth Wright 
and Thistlethwaite Wards at St 
Mary’s Hospital, died at St Mary’s 
on 9 March 2013, ten days short of 
her 91st birthday.

Barbara’s long association with 
St Mary’s began in 1941, when 
she began her training as a 
probationer nurse at the Hospital 
for which she had a lifelong love 
and loyalty. Her skills and abilities 
were recognized with the award 
of a gold medal by the St Mary’s 
Hospital Past and Present Nurses’ 
League in 1945 for having been an 
outstanding probationer. She was 
also marked out for promotion 
early by the Matron Mary Milne, 
who had come to personify the 
Hospital during the Second World 
War and whose combination of 
efficiency and great humanity was 
an inspiration to her nurses and a 
model for Barbara’s own approach. 
In 1947, Miss Milne asked Barbara 
to become Sister Almroth Wright, 
the sisters being known by the 
name of their wards at that time. 
Barbara herself said that the 
appointment was a consolation for 

a recent unsuccessful romance. 
Miss Milne may have encouraged 
social contact between her 
nurses, the house officers and 
medical students, but the welfare 
of her patients and the quality of 
her nursing staff were her prime 
concerns and she had recognized 
Barbara’s abilities as an asset for 
St Mary’s.

As Sister on Almroth Wright Ward, 
Barbara nursed many patients 
suffering from TB-meningitis and 
witnessed the early British clinical 
trials of  the use of streptomycin 
for such cases. Most of them 
were long-stay patients whom she 
got to know very well. She was 
noticeable among the sisters of 
the time for her gentleness and 
kindness to patients, staff nurses 
and probationers, but below the 
velvet glove was a firmness and 
determination which could ensure 
that everyone kept up her high 
standards and that the patients 
were well-nursed. 

Alexander Fleming had patients 
on Barbara’s ward, although he 
rarely did ward rounds himself. 

For a time it was the duty of the 
allergist Bill Frankland to report 
to Fleming on the progress of his 
patients. However, it was Barbara’s 
duty to entertain Fleming in the 
ward sitting room after he had 
cut the turkey on Christmas Day 
and reward him with a glass of 
whisky. His second wife Amalia 
disapproved of him drinking and 
glared thunderously at Barbara 
one year when Fleming was given 
his usual whisky which he drank 
with enjoyment. When Barbara 
got married, Bill Frankland asked 
Fleming for permission to use the 
Wright Fleming Library for the 
reception. Only when told who 
it was for and that Sister was not 
leaving did Fleming happily give 
his permission. 

In 1953, when the then prime 
minister Winston Churchill had a 
stroke, Barbara was sent off by the 
Hospital to act as his night nurse 
at Chartwell and Chequers. She 
remembered Churchill starring 
at his image in the mirror each 
morning before shaking his head 
and his frequent loud calls for his 
nurses to attend him. When he 
asked her whether she preferred 
Chartwell or Chequers, it was 
fortunate that Barbara gave the 
right answer in liking much better 
the prime minister’s own private 
home that he had created himself. 
He sent her Christmas cards but 
the promised invitation to his 
funeral never came.

Barbara left St Mary’s in 1955 to 
gain some experience of chest 
nursing but returned in 1963 as 
Sister on the busy Thistlethwaite 
Ward. Beverley, a side ward off 
Thistle, was then the staff ward 
and Barbara was in charge of 
the warded nurses and student 
nurses there. She was a popular 
choice among her staff nurses to 
be godmother to their  children. 
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be godmother to their children. In 
1972 she was given a grant from 
the St Mary’s Nurse Endowment 
Fund for a study tour of nursing in 
Israel, a country she was to feel a 
strong affection for, resulting from 
her visit and her strong Christian 
faith and which she was later to 
revisit with her best friend when 
her friend’s daughter was living 
there. In 1977 she was awarded 
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Medal 
for her services to nursing.

As retirement approached, 
Barbara decided to move from a 
hectic ward at St Mary’s to the no 
less demanding but more peaceful 
environment of Hereford Lodge, 
which offered a hospice service 
for dying patients from St Mary’s. 
Here there was once again the 
opportunity to get to know well 
the patients she was nursing.

Barbara’s commitment to St 
Mary’s did not diminish once she 
retired in 1982. She remained 
active in the St Mary’s Hospital 
Past and Present Nurses’ League 
as a committee member, vice-
president, vice-chairman and 
always a loyal member who got 
involved. In 1989 she represented 
the Nurses’ League on the newly-
formed Archives Committee and 
was a guide in the Alexander 
Fleming Laboratory Museum 
from its opening in 1993 until 
2007. Visitors shown around 
the Museum by Barbara were 
very privileged, though she only 
admitted to having known Fleming 
if anyone asked her outright or if 
she felt confident that her trust in 
them would not be abused as it 
would have been anathema to her 
to have name dropped or been 
indiscrete. She was also active as 
a hospital volunteer helping the 
Friends of St Mary’s in the tea bar 
and flower shop. For many years 
Barbara was a stalwart selling the 

Friends’ Christmas cards both in 
the Hospital and at the meetings 
of the Nurses’ League, and could 
be relied upon to turn out for flag 
days whatever the weather once 
she had said she would help.

Throughout her life, Barbara 
had a quiet but strong faith. As a 
member of the congregation at St 
James’ Church, Sussex Gardens, 
she laundered and ironed the 
church linen for 29 years until 
2011 and also read to children at 
St James and St Michael’s Church 
of England School.

Barbara had many friends, who 
join her nephews, nieces and many 
godchildren in celebrating her 
life. She was well summed up by 
Matron Milne’s comments on her 
when she was a probationer nurse 
not long after her association with 
St Mary’s began over 70 years ago: 
‘Quietly pleasing, conscientious, 
reliable and good intentioned. A 
“gentle soul”.’

Words by Kevin Brown

A memorial service is planned for 
summer 2013 in the chapel at St 
Mary’s.

Obituaries
Amit Mishra

 
It is with the greatest sadness that 
we have to inform you that Amit 
Mishra (class of 2010) has passed 
away. His death leaves us bereft 
of the kindest man, the funniest 
friend and the rosiest cheeks. At 
Imperial, not only did Amit excel 
academically but he also fully 
immersed himself in university 
life. He twice led the organisation 
of the popular cultural show 
East Meets West and devoted 
time to worthy causes such as 
the charity Feet First during his 
elective in Malawi. He was a 
popular and entertaining member 
of the ICSM. Ever selfless and 
compassionate, he always helped 
those around him and his loss will 
be deeply felt by all those whose 
lives he touched. He was truly an 
unforgettable friend.

Words by Annakan Navaratnam
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Dear ICSM Alumni, good luck to all of you with the new rotations starting this August,

It is Gazette time once again. ICSM has had an exceedingly busy few months, with events breaking up the 
various exams. The Final Years have taken their exams and found out the results so we will have many new 
Alumni joining us once they return from electives -  welcome to all of you. The premier event since I last 
wrote was Varsity, which Imperial College won again and sadly saw us lose the JPR Williams Rugby Cup 19-
5, after IC froze out our team in the second half. However the Men’s Hockey squad and Netball squad won 
their Varsity battles and the Netball 1st VII followed this up by winning LUSL and BUCS cups to complete a 
fantastic Treble. Boat Club added to the winners’ tally with wins at UH Head in the men’s senior and novice 
VIIIs, women’s novice VIIIs and women’s senior IVs division, wins in several categories of UH Bumps and the 
men coming an impressive 8th in the country in the Intermediate Category at BUCS. The Arts also had a good 
term, with Light Opera’s 24 hour Opera of Mamma Mia going well and concerts and performances from vari-
ous musical ensembles and Pride and Prejudice by ICSM Drama bringing a record profit. 

Tragically I must temper the good news here with some very sad news – ICSM has lost 2 of its Alumni in 
recent months. Amit Mishra, graduate of 2010, has sadly passed away. His friend Annakan Navaratnam has 
composed an eulogy to him which is in this Gazette. We also sadly lost recent graduate Isa Abdur-Rahman to 
a shell attack in Syria whilst providing medical aid to civilians there.

By now the Alumni Association have decided the clubs and societies who will receive grants from us this 
year, for which applications were far more contested and of much better quality than last year. The grants 
went to Drama, for £350 going towards a black tab, £100 to Badminton for a new outdoor net and posts, 
£480 to Dance for 3 ballet barres and £299 to rugby for new match balls. We hope these contributions will 
best allow us to support the current students at ICSM. Alumni Elective grants were also awarded and the re-
cipients will write both a letter of thanks and an elective report to the Alumni Association in the Gazette next 
year. The Alumni will also be awarding the Alumni Association Prize to the graduating Final Year deemed to 
have done the most to improve the image of the Medical School and ICSMSU outside of Imperial and the 
recipient will be announced at Summer Ball this year.
Speaking of Summer Ball, it will be happening this year on the 27th of June at Twickenham Rugby Stadium’s 
Rose Suite. Tickets for Alumni are £82 for Dinner and £35 for after-Dinner and we usually have a strong rep-
resentation here. More information can be found at this website- www.icsmsummerball.co.uk.
This is preceded by the Summer Concert on the 26th June, at Albans Church, Margravine Road. This is a 
lovely occasion to toast our final years and watch students perform an assortment of music whilst you drink 
wine and eat cheese with a table of your friends. Tickets should be available on the ICU online shop by the 
time of printing. 
 
We would love to hear back from all of you, so if you have any questions or suggestions or better yet would 
like to write an article here please email me at chair@icsmalumni.org or the editors themselves at icsm-
gazette@imperial.ac.uk. There have not been many articles specifically related to recent Alumni in the Ga-
zette in the past few years which is a shame and something we would love to change. We are interested in 
anything, be it a wedding, memories from med school or an event you would like to put on. Otherwise, enjoy 
reading and I will see you soon,

Best Wishes for 2013,
Jac Cooper
Alumni and Careers Officer
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Visit us online
ICSM Gazette Extra

http://www.icsm-gazette.co.uk/extra/

Check out our blog for Competitions, 
Freshers, Sport, How to..., Interviews, 

News and Reviews, and Videos sections

Or view past editions from our main website



features

30   ICSM Gazette

The history of military medicine 
seems to be very popular at 
the moment. Perhaps this is 
connected with the centenary of 
the outbreak of the First World 
War next year, or perhaps just the 
continuing casualties coming from 
the war zones in Afghanistan.

While the Imperial War Museum 
in London has been closed for 
most of this year and will be 
partially closed into next year as 
it is refurbished in preparation 
for its commemoration of the 
Great War, its outpost at Salford 
Quays, Manchester, the Imperial 
War Museum North, has mounted 
a major exhibition on military 
medicine since 1914: Saving Lives: 
Frontline Medicine in a Century 
of Conflict. It is a pity that this 
exhibition cannot also be shown in 
London as it takes a comparative 
approach showing the continuities 
and changes in the practice of 
military medicine in the last 
century. 

The exhibition, which opened in 
October 2012 is still on until 28 
August 2013. It focuses on the 
physical and emotional impact on 
individuals in fighting wars and the 
wider consequences for society 
and enables the visitor to follow 
a casualty through the medical 
chain, from the battlefield to field 
hospitals and on to specialist care 
at home

I have to admit to being a little 
biased in my attitude towards this 
exhibition as my 2008 book Fighting 
Fit was cited twice in it. Indeed I 

In the Wars: 
Military Medicine Revisited

was the only non-combatant to be 
quoted on the exhibition panels 
and the only person quoted twice. 
Inevitably one of the citations was 
on the impact of penicillin in the 
Second World War, but I was also 
quoted on the way the injuries 
and deformities inflicted by the 
First World War affected the 
development of plastic surgery 
and facial reconstruction.

I seem to have given a lot of talks 
this year on health, medicine and 
war in the twentieth century, 
including a day school at the 
City Lit on health and medicine 
on the Home Front in the First 
World War, and a summer school 
posing the question as to whether 
the Great War was good for 
medicine. We could have some 
very interesting debates on those 
questions. However, it was the 
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subject of battlefield medicine 
and surgery in the Second World 
War that I engaged when invited 
to speak at a conference at the 
National Army Museum in March 
on Army Medicine: From Leeches 
to Lasers. It is a big subject as 
there were so many developments 
of medical importance in those 
years, such as blood transfusion, 
airborne medical units, plastic 
surgery, advances in psychiatry, 
more effective prevention and 
treatment of malaria and, of 
course, penicillin, so there was a 
lot to fit into an hour-long lecture.

Apart from a talk on the Royal 
Army Medical Corps response to 
gas warfare by Peter Starling of the 
Armed Services Medical Museum, 

the other speakers largely spoke 
of their personal experiences. 

John Nichol, now a novelist and 
writer of popular military history, 
gave an enthralling account of 
his capture by the Iraqis while he 
was serving in the RAF during the 
First Gulf War. Perhaps it was not 
about army medicine, but it did 
show some of the psychological 
pressures faced by prisoners of 
war. 
Jake Wood gave a harrowing 
account of his personal experience 
of post traumatic stress disorder 
following his recent territorial 
army service in Afghanistan and 
of his continuing nightmare. 

Captain Francis Atkinson, 

representing the charity Walking 
with the Wounded, who had 
served as a doctor in Afghanistan 
until himself wounded, spoke of 
an expedition to climb Everest by 
disabled ex-servicemen in which 
he had participated.

Next year, of course, we will hear 
even more about medicine in the 
First World War.

Kevin Brown
St Mary’s Association Secretary
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Schistosomiasis is a neglected 
tropical disease, which is estimated 
to infect 243 million people, with a 
particularly high burden in Africa, 
and Imperial College is at the 
forefront of the effort to control 
this disease. 

Uganda was the first country in 
Africa to initiate a National Control 
Programme that received technical 
and financial support from the 
Imperial-based Schistosomiasis 
Control Initiative (SCI), in 
conjunction with the Ugandan 
Ministry of Health. Mass Drug 
Administration with praziquantel 
for school aged children began 
in April 2003. However, fears of 
possible drug resistance make 
regular monitoring and evaluation 
important.

Dr. Lamberton and Dr. Gower 
(from the Department of 
Infectious Disease Epidemiology) 
had generously organized for 
four medical students to join Dr. 
Lamberton to conduct work to 
monitor infection and examine 
drug resistance, which would 
help establish whether mass 
drug administration is indeed 
controlling the parasite. Before 
we knew it, we had landed in 
Entebbe and had begun the long 

Global Health BSc Project in Uganda

drive to Mayuge District where we 
would be carrying out some of the 
fieldwork for our Global Health 
BSc projects.

Bursting with excitement, we 
were met at the airport by the 
friendly Fiddi, a Will.i.am lookalike 
from Uganda’s Vector Control 
Division (VCD), who drove us 
through winding roads to the 
bustling capital Kampala, where 
we were met with vivid colours 
and tantalizing sights and sounds. 
As we approached Mayuge – our 
base camp - the landscape was 
vastly different from the city. 
The long drive revealed beautiful 
scenery and spectacular greenery 
as we continued past the Source of 
the Nile near Lake Victoria. Tarmac 
roads gave way to dirt tracks, 
and children ran past our vehicle 

crying “Muzungu! Muzungu!”, 
“White person! White person!”. 
The culture shock, which had 
been sneaking up on us, suddenly 
hit us. These were some of the 
children we would be monitoring 
by collecting samples of urine and 
stool for analysis – looking for 
infection – and storing them for 
further research in the laboratory 
at Imperial.

The tone for our trip, visit and 
work was set early on by the local 
team of drivers and technicians. 
They were professional, friendly 
and diligent and were great 
teachers of good practice in the 
field. It was a privilege to be able 
to work beside them and learn 
from their vast experience. Dr. 
Lamberton was well known and 
well loved by the Ugandan team 
and the atmosphere in which we 
worked reflected the importance 
of our task and the joy and pride 
felt by those doing it.   
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Every morning we would wake up 
and drive to one of the three schools 
we visited after a trusty “Hajjati’s 
rolex” (an egg masterpiece) for 
breakfast. Arriving at the schools 
we were met with excitement and 
curiosity. There we would collect 
samples and treat the children 
with praziquantel as well as joining 
in with their fun and games, and 
we are now all “head, shoulder, 
knees and toes” experts! We even 
had the opportunity to participate 
in one of the schools’ sports day.

We experienced Ugandan 
hospitality in full and were lucky 
enough to be hosted by “William”, 
an ex-head teacher from one of the 
schools we visited. He greeted us 

with glorious food and spectacular 
dancing and music. His generosity 
and kindness were emblematic of 
our experience throughout our 
stay. 

Our typical working day included 
a 7:00am start with a drive of 
over an hour to reach the school 
where we would be working. Once 
there, set-up and recruitment of 
children, collection and analysis 
of samples, and preparation for 
work the following day before 
heading back to base camp as the 
light began to fade. We normally 
had twelve-hour work days before 
dinner with the team, prepared by 
Hajjati.

Despite all this, we still managed 
to find time to experience the 
perils of white water rafting and 
catch some of the incredible 
wildlife seen in Uganda including 
elephants!!!

It was very sad to say goodbye. 
We have developed a new 
appreciation for the challenges 
Uganda faces in the control of 

schistosomiasis, made good 
friends in the Ugandan team and 
are filled with admiration and 
respect for the work of Drs. Gower 
and Lamberton through Imperial 
College’s auspices.

We have learnt so many different 
skills throughout the course of our 
project and would like to thank 
Imperial, SCI, VCD, the children 
and teachers and the inspirational 
Drs. Gower and Lamberton for 
allowing us to participate in this 
important work. 

Gabrielle Prager 
and Luvarnia Sadasivan
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MALE: 
The main noble boys’ sports clubs were once the pillars of the medical 
school. Now the influx of girls to ICSM has seen them reduced to just 
two in number, join them soon before they become outlawed in the 
name of gender equality! 

Freshers: Choose your Club

Rugby:
The ethos of rugby club has largely remained unchanged for the past 50 years…unfortunately 
the on-pitch quality has somewhat diminished. For much of the 1970s and 1980s, the St Mary’s 
rugby team would defeat international touring sides in front of crowds of thousands – these 
days, the ICSM rugby team just watch international touring sides on TV in the Reynolds Bar.
If you join be prepared to...
Have the experience of visiting a urologist without the inconvenience of a trip to hospital.

Football:
Whilst rugby club like to sit reminiscing over their tales of the bygone glory days, the cobwebs 
gathered in ICSMFC’s empty trophy cabinet allow no such thing. The club are, however, cautiously 
enjoying something of a golden era of on pitch success of late…although they seem to have 
swapped scoring on the field for a distinct lack of finishing off it – The Fortress still stands...
If you join be prepared to…
Never know how much the UH cup weighs.

FEMALE:
Girls now make up the majority of ICSM students. Y-A-Y.

Netball:
If ICSM was American then netball might just be the cheerleaders, they are quick to tell tales of how 
great they are and nobody thinks to question them. Yet a little examination reveals much more. Are 
you moderately unattractive but yet to notice? Then this is the club for you! Devastatingly for the rest 
of us, the 1st team are wildly successful – the last time they lost a match Harry Potter had just defeated 
the Basilisk and it was still inappropriate to have erotic thoughts about Hermione. So if you want to 
hear more about their run of victories, including blow by blow accounts of every single game, how 
much fun they all had playing them, and how great they all looked on the court, just ask any member 
of the netball club. They do actually have 4 other teams, but you probably won’t be told about that.
If you join be prepared to...
Be accosted by a variety of greasy Greek men all claiming to be brothers.

Lacrosse:
Is your number one regret in life that you didn’t study Mechanical Engineering with Aeronautics on the side? 
If so why not let your inner scientist out by joining ICSM’s premier field based stick sports club. Apparently 
the annual tour is excellent, but who knows because nobody has any friends who’ve ever been on it.
If you join be prepared to…
Visit a mysterious and far off location known as “Metric” every Wednesday.

Darts:
This, judging by their club captain, is a club for real ‘athletes’. Upon the abdication of the aforementioned one-
hundred-and-eighty kilo man, a cat was given the position of club president. Go figure. Contrary to popular 
opinion, they do in fact hold training sessions. Moreover, I’m told they actually compete in a league too.
If you join be prepared to...
Set up auto-delete on your email account whenever Monday night training comes round.

by Oliver Gale-Grant
and Patrick McGown
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MIXED/BOTH:
And because we dont like pigeon-holing people with gender identity 

roles here at ICSM, they are also some clubs that ANYONE can join

Boat Club:
Boat club like to throw around a lot of claims about being the biggest club in ICSM, the funnest club in ICSM, 
the club who bring you the highest number of  academic tutorials in ICSM etc etc – nobody really knows 
if this is true or not because nobody knows what they do. All we can really say is that there are a lot of 
them and not that many boats. A surprising lack of fit girls when you consider the physical activity involved.
If you join be prepared to...
Enjoy the early morning sight of your fellow man in a lycra onesie.

Hockey:
Mainly attracting boys who are upper class enough but not big enough to play rugby, or northern 
but not athletic enough to play football, and girls who like sport too much to be part of boat club, but 
don’t like winning enough to be part of netball. In short, hockey club is something of an enigma. Annual 
tour is to Oxford, so you can see where you would be living if your interview hadn’t gone so badly.
If you join be prepared to...
Seriously question your fashion sense and fight angry members of the public solely based on the colour of 
your trousers.

Drama:
Are you called Sam but Samantha on weekends? Well here every night of the week can be that weekend! The 
annual quest for mainstream acceptance is invariably dashed by some idiot who’s written a 4 hour play about 
thoughts and feelings that plays out like a poor man’s Made in Chelsea, and insists that the society perform it.

If you join be prepared to...
Perform hundreds of hours of work to an audience of 12 people. Most of whom are your parents.   

Music:
Despite a seemingly bottomless budget, frequent week long follies to Eastern Europe and literally hundreds 
of committee members, the stars never seem to quite align for Music Soc. Attendees are split roughly 50-50 
between people who deeply fear having too much fun, and people who wish they could have more but can’t 
work out how. Having said that anybody is welcome (even you RVP), and the quality of cake is excellent.
If you join be prepared to...
Die alone. Or get married aged 21. No other choices.

Surgical Society:
You passed your first GCSE at the age of 5, had an A-level in Maths by the age of 8, and composed your 
first symphony over a weekend while taking a break from that degree in architecture you got age 13. 
When you were asked why you wanted to study medicine at your interview you were one of the few 
people who said they loved the intricacies of the human body and actually meant it. Never fear, here 
at Imperial there are lots of people like you. While they all are in fact surprisingly nice, unsurprisingly 
you won’t be able to rely on them to keep you up to date with the med school’s social calendar.
If you join be prepared to...
Leave ICSM just like you arrived. An anonymous clever person who nobody in the med school has ever met.

Gazette:
You are also at Imperial, so chances are you too passed your first GCSE at the age of 5, had an 
A-level in Maths by the age of 8, and composed your first symphony over a weekend while taking 
a break from that degree in architecture you got age 13.  But then you realised that none of these 
things will help you go into advertising or marketing once you’ve finished that pesky medical 
degree you signed up for, so you did the next best thing and joined the Gazette. Good choice. 
If you join be prepared to...
Spend your Sunday nights hastily piecing together helpful guides for freshers. Its very fulfilling. No really.
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