
IncorporatIng 
the St Mary’S 

and 
charIng croSS 

gazette

Vol 13:01        Spring 2013





ICSM Gazette  3

Dear Readers,

Hello and welcome to the first Gazette of 2013.

Now that the Autumn term is fading into the distance behind 
us, ICSM finds itself busy as ever at the start of the new year. 
4th year exams have been and gone, but for the rest of the 
medical school they are drawing ever closer. We wish the final 
years the best of luck in theirs over the next month or so, 
and remind them that they have electives to look forward to 
afterwards, hopefully some of which we’ll be able to recount 
to you in the next edition.

Elsewhere, the ramifications for the medical school of changes 
to Charing Cross Hospital currently remain unclear, so as with 
elective reports, we will have to defer until the next issue to 
update you on the impact of such changes.
 
Moving on to matters more within our control, whilst 
unfortunately the second term bop attendances at the 
Reynolds are dwindling, I am delighted to report that along 
with a highly successful Circle Line collect during RAG week, 
this year saw the return of RAG Dash to ISCM following last 
year’s hiatus. Both a report of the week and a review of Dash 
are included in this edition.

ICSM is also currently in the midst of a busy period for all 
our clubs and societies, particularly the sports teams. With  
excitement building due to the start of many of the UH Cup 
tournaments, the climaxing of various leagues and Varsity 
just around the corner, the next few weeks will define how 
successful each club has been over the course of the season. 
Our Clubs and Socs section has been expanded to include 
an ICSM sports league table, so for those of you with a keen 
interest in sport who wish to find out who our best bets for 
Varsity are, please be directed to page 22.

Once again I’d like to thank the St Mary’s Association for their 
excellent support of the Gazette, and also the ICSM Alumni 
Association for their contribution towards our production. We 
really appreciate it and I hope both sets of alumni enjoy this 
edition.

Finally, we are always looking for contributions or ideas for 
articles from any alumni or students so if at any point you’d 
like to get in touch then our email address is icsm-gazette@
imperial.ac.uk.

Patrick McGown
Gazette Editor
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Hello and welcome to the second 
edition of the Gazette for 2012-13!

The latter half of last term ended 
with a fitting festive bang, with a 
whole host of events, ranging a 
series of fantastic performances 
and concerts by our performing 
arts societies to the ICSM Snow 
Ball at the highly exclusive River 
Room, which was a complete sell-
out! We started the New Year 
in equally sensational style with 
New Year’s Resolutions at Opal 
Bar proving a huge success as ever.

Quite possibly the highlight of 
this year was the Shrove Tuesday 
Final Year Dinner 2013. Prof 
Meeran’s guest speech blew the 
roof off and was undoubtedly 
one of the highpoints. A huge 
well done to STFYD Chair Aislinn 
O’Malley and her committee on 
organising an absolutely splendid 
evening for our final years! 

This year ICSMSU ran its first ever 
‘You Said, We Did’ campaign to 
inform our students of the changes 
made based on student feedback. 
Thanks to the ICSMSU Academic 
Officers and to Chris Harris for 
their support with this. Continuing 
along the campaigns theme, as 
part of our new ‘Focus On’ welfare 

series, Dr Mirza (A&E Consultant 
at West Middlesex Hospital) 
gave an inspiring guest lecture 
focussing on ‘You, Your Patients 
& Alcohol’. Thank you to ICSMSU 
Welfare Officer, Steve Tran, for 
organising and planning this event.

Following on from the phase one 
Reynolds improvement works 
last summer, I am currently 
investigating the feasibility of 
phase two works with Imperial 
College Union and Imperial College 
Campus Services, which we are 
hoping will be far more extensive. 
Thank you to ICSMSU Sites & 
Services Officer, Nat Ilenkovan, 
for all her hard work on this front.

In the meantime, I hope that you 
have all had a chance to see the 
new Reynolds first floor mezzanine. 
I would like to thank Prof Higham, 
Trudy Breuss and Prof McGregor, 
for all their help. I am also 
investigating the possibility of a 
new Reynolds gym space, and hope 
to have news on this front soon. 

We faced numerous challenges at 
the start of the year. Perhaps the 
most challenging was to protect 
the identity of our clubs in the face 
of the ongoing BUCS situation. 
We are absolutely committed to 
advocating the status quo and are 
working closely with the other 
London medical schools under UH 
Medgroup to organise collective 
action. Meanwhile, we are in talks 
with Sport Imperial to ensure that 
we protect the identity of our ICSM 
clubs should our action against 
the BUCS decision fall through. 
I would like to thank ICSMSU 
Clubs & Societies Officer, Dariush 

Hassanzadeh-Baboli, for his efforts 
to achieve the best for our clubs.

It’s not all doom and gloom 
however! Another major 
challenge this year was to ensure 
that we maintained the tradition 
of ICSM events with the significant 
changes to final year. In light of 
this, massive congratulations are 
in order to RAG Chair Shoaib Rizvi 
and his committee for making 
all the RAG events this year 
tremendously successful! I’d like to 
thank everyone who was involved 
in collecting money, as you have all 
made an enormous contribution 
to the Winnicott Foundation.

I’d like to wish all our final years 
the very best of luck with finals 
examinations, and I hope that 
you all have a safe and relaxing 
elective. Congratulations to 
everyone who has recently 
finished their BSc exams! For our 
final year Biomedical Sciences 
& Pharmacology students, 
these exams might well have 
been the final set of exams 
you sit at Imperial so I’d like to 
wish you all the very best with 
the last leg of your degrees!

My thanks as always go to the 
FEO, Faculty of Medicine, Imperial 
College Healthcare Charity, the 
St Mary’s Association and the 
ICSM Alumni Association for their 
unwavering support for ICSMSU. 
And finally I’d like to thank each and 
every one of you for taking ICSM 
from strength to strength this year.

Best wishes,
Shiv Vohra

ICSMSU President

State of the Union
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Past Events
The past couple of months have seen some prolific events from the 
ICSM calendar, starting with the Shrove Tuesday Final Year Dinner 
at the Hilton Metropole which was a huge success, the band being 
particularly fantastic in this admittedly tipsy reporter’s opinion. We 
also had East Meets West at the Phoenix Theatre where a multitude of 
medic societies showed off their talents, and Bhangra Showdown which 
also saw a hoard of medics perform at the Hammersmith Apollo. These 
were followed by the biggest social week of the year, RAG Week. This 
year’s RAG Charity was the Winnicott Foundation, who provide support 
for premature critically ill neonates and their parents at St Mary’s 
Hospital, Paddington. The week finished off with the traditional bang 
of Circle Line Collect, though there was a bit of controversy following 
a minor incident at UCL that has since been cleared up. Finally RAG 
held Dash to Amsterdam via Canterbury from the 22nd-24th February. 
There are also Drama Productions (Pride and Prejudice, running 
from the 6th to 9th of March in the Union Concert Hall) and Musical 
Concerts (at St Stephen’s Church, Gloucester Road from 7.30pm on the 
7th and 10th March respectively) in the next few weeks which will be 
reviewed (as will RAG Fashion Show) on the Gazette website. However 
the biggest event of the term should be Varsity on the 13th March.

Imperial Festival
On the 3rd and 4th of May this year we will see the 2nd ever Imperial Festival at the South Kensington 
Campus. Last year there were medicine exhibits ranging from a live simulated surgery to a tour of the 
human body for children, with medical students performing in several groups providing entertainment 
throughout the day. In a take-off of the World Famous Edinburgh Arts Festival, this year Imperial are having 
a “Fringe” of smaller key events leading up to the Festival, though the actual exhibits and itinerary are 
yet to be confirmed. As part of this there is an Alumni Reunion on Saturday 4th May, including Alumni 
of the FoM with assorted private meals including a cream tea if any readers are interested in attending. 

Imperial researchers win three Wellcome Trust Investigator Awards
3 members of staff, including 2 from the Faculty of Medicine, have won prestigious 
awards from the Wellcome Trust, the organisation that provides grants for clinical 
and non-clinical research. Professor Charles Bangham (Senior Investigator Award 
for long-term world leading research in his field of retroviruses) and Dr Angelika 
Gründling (New Investigator Award for work in bacterial signalling molecules) were 
honoured by the Trust and provided with financial awards that act as an incentive 
to future researchers as well as a reward. The Fund have also provided Professor 
Roger Kneebone both a Society Award, to fund his project of showing the public 
a glimpse of clinical medicine at events across the UK, and The Wellcome Trust 
Engagement Fellowship, a role that sees him represent the Trust to the public

News from ICSM
Research, social and everything in between

The impressive 
venue for the STFYD

The recently honoured 
Prof Kneebone

by Jac Cooper

The Winnicott 
Foundation, this year’s 

chosen RAG charity
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And Finally
Dr Oscar Craig has been awarded the Faculty of Medicine Lifetime Achievement Award jointly by 
the Faculty of Medicine and Imperial College School of Medicine Students’ Union in recognition 
of his continued dedication to the students of Imperial College, and formerly St Mary’s Hospital 
medical school. Dr Craig has delivered his timeless inspirational talks to first year medical students 
and has inspired generations of students since 1970 by emphasising the unique excitement of 
being a medical student. We are incredibly grateful for his contribution towards our medical school.

Varsity - 13/03/13
The overall competition has always been won by ICSM’s rival, Imperial College. 
Hopefully this year everything will change, so please come and make a difference 
by cheering your teams on at Imperial’s Hartington Sports Ground. The 
biggest draw of all is the JPR Williams Rugby Cup, won for the first time ever 
by IC last year. The Medicals will be looking for retribution with the match once 
more at Twickenham Stoop stadium, home of the English Rugby Premiership 
Champions, Harlequins. Tickets can be booked now and are free for students. 
The match starts at 7.30pm, and transport is available from Hartington or South 
Kensington (alternatively the stadium is a short walk from Twickenham station). 

Clubs and Socs
We have had a strong showing in UH and BUCS in several sports this year, with ICSM Women’s Badminton 
undefeated this season, Ladies Hockey 1s winning promotion with a game to spare and the Netball 1s 
into the final of the BUCS Cup, while the Boat Club won 4 out of 6 categories at UH Head Race and are 
now looking to place well amongst the top crews in the country at the Head of the River Races (9th of 
March for women and 23rd of March for men) before the season finale at Bumps (18th and 19th May). 

Later in the year we shall also have Light Opera’s 24 Hour Opera in May and UH Revue, the interschool comedy 
show, is being held at UCL on Thursday 24th April for those of you with an interest in hilarity. You can watch the top 
comedy sketch artists in London (read, ICSM) perform an extended set of their work at the Soiree in early May 
as well. Then in the summer we have the Ball and the newly implemented Finals Fortnight to look forward to.

The future of Imperial’s hospitals 
As the whole country has undoubtedly heard, Charing Cross Hospital (or more specifically it’s A&E department) 
was threatened with closure. This is no longer the case in the immediate future, after over 50,000 signatures on 
a petition showed the NHS management how strongly the people working at and using the hospital opposed 
this motion. However it is being “downgraded” with the number of beds reduced to 12% of what it stands at 
now and the focus to be on more specialist care.  There is still a strong campaign opposing the new changes. 
Ealing Hospital’s A&E has been and is still under similar peril (with Central Middlesex’s brand new unit and the 
Hammersmith Hospital also mentioned), and even St Mary’s was rumoured to potentially be sold in the recent 
past as Imperial NHS Trust looks to reduce its losses and the NHS aims to overhaul its structure across London.

Situational Judgement Tests (SJTs)
There was some controversy over the new SJTs when an error in scanning answer sheets led to doubt over 
the veracity of the marking in a small number of cases and thus the recall of all of this year’s final years’ 
Foundation School allocations across the country just a day after they had been announced. The UKFPO 
apologised for the incident and are working on fixing the confusion to reannounce the results on the 8th 
March, but the stress caused to students so close to their exams is highly unfortunate to say the least.

This coming Summer
Looking ahead to the Summer, we have not one, but two balls to look forward to! For all current ICSM 
students, I look forward to seeing you at the ICSM Summer Ball on Thursday 27th June 2013, and for all our 
alumni, staff and supporters, I hope to see many of you at the ICSM Alumni Ball on Saturday 27th July 2013 
at The Brewery in Barbican to celebrate 15 years of ICSM! So save the dates in your diaries!
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As exams for final years are earlier 
this year, the annual Shrove 
Tuesday Final Year Dinner was 
brought forward to take place 
on Saturday 19th January at 
the swanky Hilton Metropole, 
Edgware Road, to maintain its 
tradition as the last big night out 
before exams. With more than 
300 dinner guests it was a great 
night of celebration for our final 
years allowing them to reminisce 
on their time here and then dance 
the night away with nearly 150 5th 
years and alumni.

From doors opening the wine 
flowed freely as guests mingled 
amongst our two photographers, 
Mariusz Milkowski & Simon 
Federer, and were entertained 
by the talented band comprising 
James O’Brien, Rosie Davies, 
Ali Poat, Will Underwood and 
Sioni Summers. Kiwis and bent 
spoons galore were provided 
by our 3 world-class magicians 
Jamie Raven, Paul Martin and Lee 
Hathaway, before all too soon it 
was time to move on for dinner.

After STFYD’s president Dr Mark 
Nelson had welcomed us warmly 
and Mr Liam Poynter had said 
Grace it was time to start devouring 
the food that more than one guest 

STFYD Report
remarked as being ‘fabulous’ 
and ‘the best they’d had at these 
events in many years’. 

As our highly anticipated Guest 
Orator, Prof Meeran did not 
disappoint and we were left 
with no doubts that he will ‘try 
everything once, and if he likes 
it, do it again’. Anil Chopra, Gaya 
Rajasooriar and Jaimie Henry 
each gave a unique and highly 
entertaining commentary on the 
journeys the Class of 2013 have 
made so far before the traditional 
consultant video was played 
(this year to ‘Call Me Maybe’), 
and it was time to join the after 
dinner guests for another hour of 
complimentary drinks.

Apex Beats feat. The Heaves & 
Thrills, more commonly known 
as our very own Se-Yi Hong, Joan 
Choo, Richard Stanton, Justin 
Cheng, Elinor Edwards, Emily Law, 
Unmesh Bandy, Craig Blower, Anil 
Chopra, Alex Lai, Sophie Moin 
and Arjun Sahota got the party 
started with everything from One 
Direction to the Jackson 5, before 
Dev Thakker and Jordan Ford took 
over on the decks until the early 
hours. 

We would like to thank our donors 

Mike Barrett & St. Stephen’s AIDS 
Trust for their excellent support, 
and the MDU, MPS, Wesleyan 
and O2 Associates who kindly 
sponsored us again this year – 
helping us lower the cost of all 
student and alumni tickets whilst 
still offering our final years the 
night they truly deserved – some 
even saying it was the best night in 
their whole time at ICSM. 

None of this could have been 
achieved without the hard work 
and dedication of my committee 
so I extend my gratitude to Sarah 
Burns, Michael Colwill, Benjamin 
Lindsey, Sarah Hancox, Georgina 
Hart, Seetha Muthalagappan 
and Priya Paul. My thanks also 
goes to Jeremy Webb for his help 
with the website and for drawing 
the caricature, May Nagle for 
organising the Snog Web, Anil 
Chopra for the band and Oliver 
Gale-Grant, Tom Philips, Clare 
Hutchinson, Gaya Rajasooriar, Kat 
Lau, Arjun Sahota & Bina Vekaria 
for making such a great video.

To see photos from this year’s 
STFYD please visit the ICSMSU 
Facebook page and http://s1083.
photobucket.com/albums/j394/
mariuszmilkowski/

Aislinn O’Malley
STFYD Chair
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This year RAG supported the 
Winnicott Foundation – a charity 
which supports the neonatal 
wards at St Mary’s and Queen 
Charlotte’s Hospital for sick and 
premature children. It’s a small 
charity that do some incredible 
work, so we were determined to 
do our absolute best to raise as 
much money as we possibly could.

The first event in the RAG calendar 
was our annual Halloween collect 
– from zombie medics to giant 
whoopee cushions the freshers 
took to the tubes in the best 
fancy dress they could muster to 
raise money. The term continued 
with yet another successful RAG 
Centurion and then Christmas 
collect - which was better attended 
than it had been in years! In 
addition, we also held a RAG raffle 
with everything from Nandos 
vouchers to a pair of Florence and 
the Machine tickets up for grabs.

When the second term came along 
it was finally time for RAG week 
(28th Jan to 1st Feb). With sweat, 
blood, tears (literally) and after  AS 
MANY EXCITING CAPITAL LETTERS 
AS POSSIBLE – we raised just over 
£20,000 and hopefully showed 
ICSM the time of their lives. 

Monday: The week started with 

RAG Week Report 28th Jan- 1st Feb
our commuters collect where the 
RAG committee made their way 
to the South Kensington halls at 5 
am to ‘help’ people out of bed and 
onto the tubes, promising them 
a free breakfast fit for kings at 
the end of their collect - the turn 
out we had was very impressive 
and while we don’t have an exact 
figure, this collect made several 
thousand pounds, reminding us 
once again why waking up that 
early was worth it!
After a quick Nap, we then headed 
straight to Reynolds for RAG 
Games. Freshers competed against 
each other and their love for RAG 
was tested to the limit.  RAG would 
like to thank Odhran Keating, Lizzy 
Kostov, Nicky Raeside and Mitul 
Patel for running the show and 
showing the freshers a fantastic 
time. At the end of the night we’d 
made £1000, and 3 very lucky boys 
and 1 blow-up doll went home 
with a free haircut.

Tuesday: RAG went upmarket for 
a night at one of London’s most 
exclusive clubs - Mahiki. With 
ICSM sporting outfits ranging from 
scrubs to Tuxedos, we headed 
to Mayfair for a classy night out 

and several treasure chests full 
of refreshments which made the 
evening fly by.

Wednesday: Time for good old 
RAG invasion - the freshers left 
no stone unturned to find the 
best costumes possible for a 
monopoly themed invasion of 
London. In traditional RAG spirit 
they travelled the great city 
jingling their buckets and trying 
to complete a list of challenging 
and ridiculous tasks. At the end 
of the day all the freshers had 
new accomplishments to put on 
their CV’s and the RAG chair had 
become better acquainted with 
the fountain at Trafalgar Square.

Thursday: Normally the biggest 
and most chaotic day of the ICSM 
Calendar, this year circle line 
collect was moved to Friday so on 
Thursday RAG had a much needed 
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night in, where a special edition 
screening of RAG Apprentice was 
shown in the Reynolds, produced, 
filmed and directed by the RAG 
committee. For a small entry free 
ICSM got to watch Dr. Wing M 
Kong, Prof Karim Meeran and Prof 
John Laycock fire and hire various 
students for designing a RAG dash 
survival pack.

Friday: After a night of laughs and 
some much needed rest - ICSM set 
out to complete yet another Circle 
Line Pub Crawl! It was an incredible 
action-packed day which as ever 
seemed to last more than 24 
hours and ended with an amazing 
afterparty at the Clapham Grand. 
The event raised close to £13,000 
and was the perfect ending to a 
perfect week.

Val Ball: After a few weeks of 
rest RAG suited up again for the 
Valentine’s Day Ball at Kanaloa 
having liked it so much last year 
that we went back for more. 
Guests were greeted with a 
cocktail reception with special 
drinks made exclusively for 
Imperial Students. It was an great 
night of fun with our special RAG 
cupids making sure that love was 
definitely in the air.

Shoaib Rizvi
RAG Chair
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Some tips on how to use this guide;

The results you see on the next few pages are the opinions of the students 
who completed the BSc last year (current 5th year). Therefore this is not de-
finitive; it is, exactly as the name suggests, a guide. All scores are out of 10.

While many aspects of the BSc will be almost unchanged from year to year, 
several things will not be consistent, most notably your classmates. Your class-
mates will have a huge effect on your enjoyment of the year. The last two last 
questions on each BSc, “How hard working were your classmates?” and “How 
sociable was your BSc?” are intended as a sort of leveller, to allow you to de-
cide if the ratings were influenced by how enjoyable the students found the year. 

We have tried to make the guide more complete this year by conferring with the 
SU’s Year 4 Academic Officer, ranking different BSc’s by their survey responses, 
and including module titles from the 2012-13 courses.

However, there are lots of other things you can do to help yourself decide which 
BSc to choose – you can look on ICSMSU website for a brief summary of each 
course by its years reps, use the intranet to see the lectures and sample exam 
questions, ask older students how they found it, or if you have any questions/
want to be put in touch with somebody then e-mail us at icsm-gazette@ic.ac.uk.

compiled and edited by Patrick McGown

The Alternative 
BSc Guide 2013

Illustrations: Cardiology - Rima Sinha; Endocrinology - Laura Sparks; Gastroenterology - Ellie Stew-
art; Global Health - Rima Sinha; Haematology - Samantha Chandrasekera; Immunology - Nina Va-
sir; Management - David Lester; Neuroscience - David Lester; Pharmacology - Rhys Davies;  Re-
productive Science - Ellie Stewart; Respiratory Science - Stanford Wong; Surgery - David Lester;
Death, Autopsy and the Law - Mariam Zahedi; History of Medicine - Nina Vasir; Humanities - Nina Vasir.
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Module Titles: 
1. Molecular and cellular cardiology
2. Vascular biology and cardiovascular pharmacology
3. Cardiovascular imaging epidemiology and electrophysiology

How heavy is the workload? - 8.8

How hard is it to get a 1st? - 9.4

How well is the course organised? - 8.1

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 7.8

How useful is this BSc for 5th year? - 3.3

How is the quality of lecturing / group teaching? - 6.6 / 6.1

How much clinical content is there? - 4.8

How hard working were your classmates? - 8.6

How sociable was your BSc? - 4.4

Would you do the course again?
Yes - 65% No - 35%

“The teaching was excellent and there 
was a very broad spread”

“Cardio is hardcore, huge workload, ex-
pected to gain majority of knowledge 
from outside reading...no exaggeration 

you have to read 100s of papers”

Cardiology

Module Titles: 
1. Hormone-dependent systems and cancers
2. Type 2 diabetes mellitus, metabolism and obesity
3. Neuroendocrinology, health and disease

How heavy is the workload? - 7.3

How hard is it to get a 1st? - 8.2

How well is the course organised? - 8.1

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 7.0

How useful is this BSc for 5th year? - 6.5

How is the quality of lecturing / group teaching? - 8.5/ 8.2

How much clinical content is there? - 5.2

How hard working were your classmates? - 6.3

How sociable was your BSc? - 8.6

Would you do the course again?
Yes - 100% No - 0%

“very well organised...I felt like you really 
get taught by the real experts of the field”

“very molecular based...not much clinical 
relevance”

Endocrinology
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Would you do the course again?
Yes - 96% No - 4%

“Quite clinical, light workload”

“Too many genes” 

Gastroenterology

Would you do the course again?
Yes - 100% No - 0%

“the BIG PICTURE was great to see”

“So much reading and having too get to 
grips with new topics such as politics and 

economics was tricky”

Global Health
Module Titles: 
1. Infectious diseases new and old
2. The challenges of new epidemics
3. Global Health in context

How heavy is the workload? - 6.2

How hard is it to get a 1st? - 7.1

How well is the course organised? - 8.0

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 7.0

How useful is this BSc for 5th year? - 2.9

How is the quality of lecturing / group teaching? - 8.8 / 8.1

How much clinical content is there? - 3.2

How hard working were your classmates? - 6.7

How sociable was your BSc? - 9.3

Module Titles: 
1. Gene-environmental interactions
2. Diagnostic and therapeutic principles in GI and liver disease
3. Infective, immunological and inflammatory mechanisms in 
gut and liver disease

How heavy is the workload? - 6.0

How hard is it to get a 1st? - 7.1

How well is the course organised? - 6.4

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 5.5

How useful is this BSc for 5th year? - 5.8

How is the quality of lecturing / group teaching? - 7.7 / 6.8

How much clinical content is there? - 8.2

How hard working were your classmates? - 6.0

How sociable was your BSc? - 6.9
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Would you do the course again?
Yes - 75% No - 25%

“Very clinical, lots of time off and helps 
with pathology”

“Sometimes vague instructions for essays” 

Would you do the course again?
Yes - 75% No - 25%

“Useful for path and great research 
project opportunities”

“Poorly organised lectures, repeating 
content and lots of overlap”

Immunity and Infection

Haematology
Module Titles: 
1. Haemostasis and thrombosis
2. Leukaemias, lymohomas and multiple myeloma
3. Inherited and acquired red cell disorders

How heavy is the workload? - 6.5

How hard is it to get a 1st? - 7.7

How well is the course organised? - 7.3

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 6.1

How useful is this BSc for 5th year? - 8.5

How is the quality of lecturing / group teaching? - 7.6 / 7.2

How much clinical content is there? - 7.5

How hard working were your classmates? - 6.6

How sociable was your BSc? - 5.7

Module Titles: 
1. Inflammation, immunology, infection and wound-healing
2. Infection and host responses
3. Autoimmunity, tumour immunology, transplantation and 
tolerance

How heavy is the workload? - 7.1

How hard is it to get a 1st? - 8.4

How well is the course organised? - 3.7

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 8.0

How useful is this BSc for 5th year? - 7.5

How is the quality of lecturing / group teaching? - 6.0 / 5.2

How much clinical content is there? - 3.8

How hard working were your classmates? - 7.3

How sociable was your BSc? - 6.0
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Would you do the course again?
Yes - 96% No - 4% 

“a break from medicine, leaves many a 
door open for the future”

“constant deadlines, two sets of exams 
and group work can be frustrating/tiring”

Management

Would you do the course again?
Yes - 89% No - 11%

“interesting topics, trip to Broadmoor and 
opportunity to go to Canada for the 
research project were all plusses”

“high workload”

Neuroscience

Module Titles (Note Management has 9 modules): 
Accountancy; Business Strategy; Project Management; Entre-
preneurship; Organisational behaviour and human resource 
management; Marketing; Social research methods; Health 
informatics; Managing healthcare organisations and health 
economics

How heavy is the workload? - 8.0

How hard is it to get a 1st? - 6.6

How well is the course organised? - 6.5

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 7.0

How useful is this BSc for 5th year? - 2.0

How is the quality of lecturing / group teaching? - 7.8 / 6.0

How much clinical content is there? - 1.8

How hard working were your classmates? - 7.4

How sociable was your BSc? - 6.8

Module Titles: 
1. Cellular and developmental neurobiology
2. Neurological and psychiatric disorders of the CNS
3. Neurodevelopment, mental health and mental illness

How heavy is the workload? - 7.5

How hard is it to get a 1st? - 8.2

How well is the course organised? - 8.0

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 7.7

How useful is this BSc for 5th year? - 3.9

How is the quality of lecturing / group teaching? - 7.9 / 6.7

How much clinical content is there? - 6.7

How hard working were your classmates? - 8.0

How sociable was your BSc? - 7.0
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Would you do the course again?
Yes - 100% No - 0%

“Small groups meant all teaching was 
interactive and incredibly productive”

“Joint teaching with other BSc’s is not 
particularly good”

Pharmacology

Would you do the course again?
Yes - 86% No - 14%

“fascinating, topics taught were really 
diverse and interesting”

“very disorganised and extremely slow 
with feedback”

Reproductive Science
Module Titles: 
1. Hormone dependent systems and cancers: gynaecology 
and endocrinology
2. Aspects of development: before and after birth
3. Complications: Paediatric infection and allergy

How heavy is the workload? - 5.9

How hard is it to get a 1st? - 7.3

How well is the course organised? - 5.3

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 5.9

How useful is this BSc for 5th year? - 5.6

How is the quality of lecturing / group teaching? - 7.0 / 5.7

How much clinical content is there? - 7.2

How hard working were your classmates? - 6.6

How sociable was your BSc? - 5.2

Module Titles: 
1. Principles of pharmacodynamics and pharmacokinetics
2. Cardio-respiratory pharmacology
3. CNS pharmacology

How heavy is the workload? - 7.1

How hard is it to get a 1st? - 6.9

How well is the course organised? - 8.6

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 6.9

How useful is this BSc for 5th year? - 5.0

How is the quality of lecturing / group teaching? - 8.9 / 9.3

How much clinical content is there? - 6.0

How hard working were your classmates? - 7.8

How sociable was your BSc? - 9.3
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Would you do the course again?
Yes - 100% No - 0%

“Very small classes, very organised, 
excellent teaching”

“Often quite isolated at Brompton. Lots 
of COPD and asthma!”

Respiratory Science

Would you do the course again?
Yes - 89% No - 11%

“Huge variation in topics covered - can-
cer biology, anaesthetics, critical care, 
surgery and robotics...if you’re bored 

with one part it won’t last long”

“a little intense, social suicide!”

Surgery and anaesthesia

Module Titles: 
1. Investigation, management and new therapies for lung disease
2. Molecular cell biology of the lung in health and disease
3. Infectious and allergic lung disease

How heavy is the workload? - 6.2

How hard is it to get a 1st? - 6.8

How well is the course organised? - 8.7

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 5.1

How useful is this BSc for 5th year? - 5.4

How is the quality of lecturing / group teaching? - 8.5 / 8.6

How much clinical content is there? - 6.7

How hard working were your classmates? - 5.7

How sociable was your BSc? - 8.0

Module Titles: 
1. Regeneration, repair and cancer control
2. Perioperative medicine
3. Innovation training and safe delivery of surgical technologies

How heavy is the workload? - 8.8

How hard is it to get a 1st? - 9.4

How well is the course organised? - 6.0

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 5.4

How useful is this BSc for 5th year? - 2.2

How is the quality of lecturing / group teaching? - 7.4 / 6.0

How much clinical content is there? - 4.0

How hard working were your classmates? - 8.8

How sociable was your BSc? - 2.8
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For simplicity’s sake - ranked BSc Table
Interpretation: The BSc with the most or highest score gets ranked 1 and BSc with the least or lowest score 
is ranked 12. For example, Cardio got the highest workload rating and so is ranked 1.

Some additional info

There are a limited number of spaces on each BSc course. Hence when you choose your BSc’s you have to 
rank your top 5 choices in order of preference in case you don’t get your first option. Rough maximum capaci-
ties per course can be found in the information about previous years or at the BSc fair.

Everyone in the year gets ranked based on their exam performances from years 1 and 2 (with year 2 doubly 
weighted).  The first ranked person gets allocated their first choice, then the second ranked person and so 
on down the rankings with people being allocated their first choice until all the spaces on somebody’s first 
choice course are full, at which point that person gets allocated their second choice course instead.

With this allocation system there are two important things to consider:

1. It makes sense that you put your options down in order of preference and do not try to second guess which 
courses may fill up.
 
2. While it is unlikely that you will not be placed into one of your first three spaces, it is worth taking time 
to consider where you place your options lower down on your preference list, just in case a few courses are 
extremely popular.
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Would	  you	  do	  it	  again?
Cardio 1 1 3 2 9 2 11 11 8 8 65%
Endo 5 5 4 4= 3 10 3 4 3 7 100%
Gastro 11 8 9 10 4 11 6 7 6 1 96%
Globo 9 9 5= 4= 10 7 1 2 4 11 100%
Haem 8 6 7 8 1 9 9 8 5 2 75%
Immuno 7 3 12 1 2 6 8 12 12 10 80%
M'ment 3 12 8 6 12 5 7 6 9= 12 96%
Neuro 4 4 5= 3 8 3 5 5 7 4= 89%
Pharm 6 10 2 7 7 4 2 1 1 6 100%
Repro 12 7 11 9 5 8 10 10 11 3 86%
Resp 10 11 1 12 6 12 4 3 2 4= 100%
Surgery 2 2 10 11 11 1 12 9 9= 9 89%

BSc	  RANKINGS	  	  	  /	  12
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Part C Advice
As opposed to a 10-week project in your chosen BSc pathway (library, clinical or lab), you are also able 
to choose to do a specialist Part C course. Thess are comprised of two-five week sections; firstly 5-weeks 
of teaching with intermittent in-course assessments, and then a 5 week ‘mini-project’ and a presentation.  

When you make your choices for project you will be asked to rank the following 4 options in order of preference:
 
• Death, Autopsy and the Law
• History of Medicine
• Humanities 
• A project in your BSc pathway

You will not have to choose your actual project until you are in your 4th year, as this is just the opportunity 
for you to decide what broad type of project it will be. Whilst everyone is guaranteed a project in their cho-
sen BSc if they elect to do one, the specialist courses have the capacity to take on only around 20 students. 

You will be able to change your mind during your 4th year, however due to the limited number of places on  
specialist courses you may not be able to switch onto one of them unless there is space. 

Please note that you cannot choose to do a specialist option if you are doing the Management BSc as it has 
a different timetable from all the other BSc’s. 

“a great opportunity to do something other 
than straight science.”

“extremely useful for improving my ethical and 
law knowledge as a doctor”

“Best thing I’ve done since going to Imperial!“

Death, Autopsy and the Law
How heavy is the workload? - 4.6

How difficult is it to get a 1st? - 7.2

How well organised is the course? - 9.1

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 6.2

How much did you enjoy the course? - 9.2

How fairly do you feel the mark you received reflected the 
work you put in? 7.5

Would you do the course again?
Yes - 91% No - 9%
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“Thoroughly enjoyable course if you’re 
into history. Workload was higher than 

expected, but worth the effort.”

“the workload at the end is vast and in 
excess of other Part Cs. Still glad I did 
it: the rewards are high but the stress is 

even higher”

History of Medicine

“a really relaxed course, that allows you to 
explore an entirely different side to Medi-
cine...however, it is not a ‘doss’ option - If 
you want to do well, you have to put the 

effort in.”

“Don’t be put off by the lack of publication 
opportunities...there are many pubmed 

numbered journals that will 
publish them.”

Humanities
How heavy is the workload? - 6.3

How difficult is it to get a 1st? - 7.0

How well organised is the course? - 9.7

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 7.2

How much did you enjoy the course? - 9.7

How fairly do you feel the mark you received reflected the 
work you put in? - 7.1

Would you do the course again?
Yes - 100% No - 0%

How heavy is the workload? - 8.3

How difficult is it to get a 1st? - 7.0

How well organised is the course? - 7.2

How interested in the subject do you have to be? - 7.8

How much did you enjoy the course? - 8.0

How fairly do you feel the mark you received reflected the 
work you put in? - 9.0

Would you do the course again?
Yes - 100% No - 0%
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2. Now that we’re set on that other mascot idea
Lets get a dog and call it Killer. We can divert 
some of the presidential salary to cater for its 
bloodthirsty needs and keep it in Shiv’s office.

1. Get a second mascot 
Now I love the phoenix, but I feel a stuffed 
yellow bird who keeps having his feet 
stolen isn’t really enough to win Var-
sity alone. What we need is a second 
mascot – something which is live and 
very dangerous and will stop unwanted 
visits to the SU common room in SAF.

The Top 10 Ways to win Varsity
We’ve never won overall and need to regain the JPR Williams Cup...so 
here’s how to do it

3. Only play netball. 
If we really want to win, this is the way to do it. Then 
once the girls are done everyone can get to Reyn-
olds earlier and not waste time down at the Stoop.

4. Use the ratio 
It’s always said that medicine has more girls 
who look like girls than IC. Lets use this to our 
advantage. Make fashion show more high 
profile by introducing it as a Varsity event 
instead of one of the various table tennis/
badminton/squash fixtures which invariably 
give IC a 6-0 headstart before we’ve begun. 

5. Use Boat Club more effectively
How many people have noticed that for the 12 
months leading up to and including Varsity each 
year ICSM Boat Club serves no purpose to us? 
They may not have the hand-eye coordination 
or social skills to succeed at other sports, but 
their ability to get out of bed early in the morn-
ing could still be of use to us. 120 people cooking 
the rest of the medschool a fry-up on the morn-
ing of Varsity would be a good bonding experience.
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7. Make changes to the BSc year  
No longer should you be able to take a year out of 
medicine for a degree in global health and 3 months 
of humanities. It just doesn’t really count as a degree. 
May as well spend the whole year channeling your 
energies into honing your waterboy skills instead 

6. Regain the medschool spirit
It is said that the first and second years don’t 
love Reynolds enough. Lets force them to. Com-
pulsory bop attendance will be required to pass 
PBL and Clinical Communication Skills. Killer can 
be used to persuade those who are doubtful. 
He may also prove beneficial for RAG purposes.

10. Most crucially, play matches at Teddington
Seems unfair that we never compete at our spiritual home for Varsity. So great is the Teddington factor 
that even a team of Messis would struggle to come away from The Fortress with their heads held high 
and their dignity intact. IC would be completely unable to resist the inevitable medic procession to victory.

8. Use Richard Pasola’s inside knowledge
As the entire medschool student body is privy 
to the innermost workings of steam down at 
the South Kensington campus, we should press 
home this advantage. I’m not exactly sure 
what steam failures are, but if we could some-
how direct their effects towards central library 
it sounds like it would be devastating for IC. 

by Paddy McGown

9. Ring up
Step 1: Get Tom Rees to bring a few of his friends 
along for the rugby.
Step 2: Hope nobody at IC notices.
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Clubs & Socs

P W D L Win	  %
1 Netball	  1s 23 20 0 3 87.0
2 Lacrosse	  (women)	  1s 7 6 0 1 85.7
3 Badminton	  (women)	  1s 9 7 2 0 77.8
4 Tennis	  (mixed) 21 16 0 5 76.2
5 Badminton	  (mixed) 6 4 0 2 66.7
6 Hockey	  (men)	  3s 11 7 0 4 63.6
7 Hockey	  (men)	  	  1s 15 9 3 3 60.0
8 Football	  1s 20 12 2 6 60.0

9= Rugby	  1s 17 10 1 6 58.8
9= Hockey	  (women)	  1s 17 10 1 6 58.8
11 Hockey	  (men)	  2s 12 7 2 3 58.3
12 Lacrosse	  (men)	  1s 7 4 1 2 57.1
13 Rugby	  2s 19 10 3 6 52.6
14 Football	  3s 14 7 2 5 50.0
15 Badminton	  (men)	  1s 7 3 0 4 42.9
16 Netball	  2s 17 7 0 10 41.2
17 Netball	  5s 14 5 1 8 35.7
18 Badminton	  (men)	  2s 6 2 1 3 33.3
19 Lacrosse	  (women)	  2s 6 2 0 4 33.3
20 Netball	  3s 19 6 0 13 31.6
21 Football	  2s 16 5 1 10 31.3
22 Rugby	  3s 9 2 0 7 22.2
23 Hockey	  (women)	  2s 15 3 5 7 20.0
24 Waterpolo	  1s 5 1 1 3 20.0
25 Football	  4s 14 2 2 10 14.3
26 Netball	  4s 14 2 0 12 14.3
27 Hockey	  (women)	  3s 12 1 0 11 8.3
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in members this year which has 
seen us grow to be the largest 
single-sex club at ICSM; the 
commitment of all these members 
in training and at social events has 
made this an exceptional season. 

Off the pitch we became the first 
club to break the Rugby Club 
monopoly on Christmas Bop at 
the Reynolds, no disrespect to 
our brothers with the oval ball but 
the feedback we have received 
tells us we put on one of the 
most memorable nights in a long 
time. We must also thank the 

FOOTBALL

booked after a thumping win over 
George’s 2s. Under the leadership 
of Alex Scott while their captain 
the notorious Mr Big has been 
away with the 1s, they have 
flourished and really developed as 
individuals and as a team.

The 3rd XV have had a mixed 
season. They have struggled on 
a Wednesday due to a lack of 
numbers but have picked up a few 
good wins, notably beating RUMS 
2s in a cup fixture. They remain 

RUGBY

For the majority of the sports 
clubs at ICSM, the advent of spring 
signals that we are nearing the 
season’s climax and some vital 
games will determine whether our 
season ends on a high once again. 
Our first XI is currently on course 
for a double league-triumph in 
their midweek and weekend 
leagues while our third XI fights 
for promotion from their midweek 
league. With three teams still 
in contention for the historic 
United Hospitals Cup this is set 
to be a riveting end of season. 

This March will also see us 
competing in the Varsity 
competition against Imperial 
College and sending a strong squad 
to Newcastle for the National 
Medical Schools Tournament. 
Staying competitive on so many 
fronts is down to a large increase 

Since our last article a great deal 
of rugby has been played with 
three matches most Wednesdays 
and often two on a Saturday. The 
Wednesday 1st XV has enjoyed 
a great deal of success going 
unbeaten until recently and 
currently sitting second in the 
league and starting to play a new 
very powerful style under our new 
coaching team. Importantly this is 
also a very young 1st XV with less 
than a third of the team in fifth 
or final year. On a Saturday the 
1s have struggled for a consistent 
team and with most of their post 
graduates retiring have missed the 
experience and size they brought.

The 2nd XV have been one of the 
success stories of the season and 
are going into a BUCS cup quarter 
final unbeaten since November 
with their place in the UH final 

Netball club for accompanying us 
on a fantastic tour to Cardiff in 
January as well the alumni who 
came back to spend the weekend 
with us. We look forward to 
seeing all the old boys again at 
AGM on the 11th of May (TBC).

If you would like any more 
information about the football 
club then please get in touch 
with me at ok409@ic.ac.uk

 Odhran Keating
 Club Captain 

a core part of the social club, 
hosting an excellent curry before 
Christmas where everyone had a 
great deal of fun – so much so that 
one Simon Cole 1st XV Saturday 
captain continued to have fun 
right the way through until the 
following evening. 

Everyone now turns towards 
Varsity and UH with hungry eyes 
for the trophies we lost last year as 
well as looking to build upon our 
league form and finish the season 
strongly. Once the season is over 
the club can look forward to a 
sunny weekend away in Cornwall 
and an evening of fine dining at 
the House of Lords for our end of 
season dinner on the 23rd of May.

Mary’s for the cup!

Robbie Ley Greaves
Club Captain

ral08@ic.ac.uk
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are sitting top of LUSL having 
put in strong performances all 
season including a particularly 
satisfying 1-0 victory against 
a foul tempered GKT side. 

With Varsity taking place earlier 
this year on the 13th March, 
the club is well placed to 
challenge IC and potentially even 
come away with a whitewash.
Our AGM will be taking place 
this year on Monday 8th April 

HOCKEY

And with Varsity just around the 
corner, it is an apt time to publish 
our statistics in a bid to scare off 
IC...

• The 1st team are through to the 
LUSL finals and the BUCS cup semis, 
and have won 20 of 23 fixtures, 
with a total goal difference of over 
450. This means we are winning 
each game by an average of 23.5 
goals...not to mention beating IC 
43-30 back in October.
• The 2nds have won 7 of 17, and 
put IC 2s to shame with a 42-25 
score-line earlier this season.
• The 3rds have performed 
consistently, remaining  mid-table 
in their leagues. Of note, they only 
lost to IC 2s by 3 goals.
• The 4ths have had a challenging 
season but have braved through 
and are currently looking strong, 
hoping to follow a 17-15 loss to IC 
3s with a win against IC 4s.

NETBALL

Thanks to a strong intake of 
freshers and a new coach, the 
club has managed to build on 
the foundations laid last year. 

The 1st XI, mixing high tempo 
hockey and a solid defence, are 
top of their BUCS league and 
have reached the LUSL cup final. 

After a slow start, the 2nd 
XI have turned their season 
around completely and are 
currently looking to build on 
a nine match winning streak. 
Not to be outdone, the 3rd XI 

Having lost a significant number of 
netballers to the NHS over the last 
two years, it’s taken some time for 
the club to settle into the swing of 
things this year. But with only 22 
games remaining, it is fair to say 
that we’ve got it under control!

Our recent tour to Cardiff had the 
usual casualties – the girls had 
better success rates at making 
it to the club each night but as 
a consequence, there were the 
usual embarrassing tales the 
following morning...thank you to 
Sophie Ellis and Megan Mackenzie 
for a wonderful weekend.

Despite being beaten by our 
alumni team back in September, 
we have had some solid results 
over the course of the season. 

• The 5ths have been consistent 
and should have no problem on 
the 13th, having already beaten 
IC 5s 25-3 this season.

Varsity is taking place at Ethos on 
Wed 13th March and support is 
much appreciated. We are also 
hosting our first charity inter-club 
tournament on the 5th May so if 
you fancy forming a team, please 
get in touch on lh408@imperial.
ac.uk. 

Lindsay Hennah
Club Captain

at Jewel Bar in Piccadilly Circus, 
and we would be delighted 
if any Doctors could join us.

If you would like to attend the 
AGM, are interested in getting 
involved with the Higgins 
Saturday League which the 
club is joining next season, or 
have any other queries please 
contact me at mgs08@ic.ac.uk

Michael Smith
Club Captain
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We are also pleased to announce 
that we have a new club President, 
Chrissie Yu. She is a consultant at 
St Mary’s and is good fun with a 
love for the game.

We have a packed calendar as the 
hockey season comes to an end. 
Varsity is on Wednesday 13th 
March and promises to be very 
exciting with both the 1s and 2s 
fielding some of our strongest 
teams yet. Our annual AGM dinner 

HOCKEY (GIRLS)

the biggest teams in Women’s 
lacrosse competing in a series of 
games over two days. 

The competition is usually fierce, 
evidenced by the fact that in 
last year’s tournament one of 
the Imperial sides only managed 
a single victory. It really is a 
phenomenal achievement that 
this year the girls managed to fend 
off archrivals UCL in the final and 
take home some medals.

Despite the atrocious weather 
conditions in January all four 
teams hold one of the top two 
spots in their respective leagues; 
the Ladies 2’s have already secured 
themselves a place in the BUCS 
trophy national finals, with the 
Men’s and Ladies 1’s teams hot 
on their heels. Equally, the mixed 
team is poised to take home the 
first ever knockout cup from the 

LACROSSE

ICSM Ladies Hockey continued 
the season well in the run up to 
Christmas with some promising 
play both on and off the pitch. 

The 1st XI have played some 
beautiful hockey this year and 
have won their BUCS league 
resulting in promotion for next 
year. They have also had great 
success in LUSL, including drawing 
against IC before Christmas. Bring 
on Varsity! 

The 2nd XI are looking strong 
in BUCS with some great talent 
moving up from the 3s. The 3rd XI 
continue to field an enthusiastic 
side every week and have shown 
great improvement as a team. 

Our Nativity themed Christmas 
dinner this year was a big success, 
and everyone who attended has 
an amazing tale to tell.

After a solid start to the season, 
Imperial Lacrosse has gone from 
strength to strength with several 
notable wins culminating in the 
ladies side earning silverware in a 
recent national tournament.

The national women’s lacrosse 
8-a-side tournament, usually 
held in Durham, this year 
held in Warwick, is a high-end 
tournament which has some of 

with the Men’s club is on Monday 
8th April this year at Jewel Bar, and 
a mixed tour to NAMS in Leeds is 
the weekend of 26th-28th April. 

Please email me at jessica.
mistry09@imperial.ac.uk for more 
information about our upcoming 
events as it would be great to see 
you there! 

Jessica Mistry
Club Captain

newly formed LUSL.
The season may be nearly over 
but there are some seriously big 
games left to be played. Regardless 
of their outcome, congratulations 
to the players are in order because 
their hard work and determination 
has earned them one hell of a 
season.

Josh McGuire
Club Captain

Clubs & Socs
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(which for now will be kept 
secret) and a high likelihood 
of a personal yacht, things are 
looking very positive for ICSM 
Tennis for the coming summer.

We are always looking for new 
members and currently have a 
social planned in March (look out 
for more details coming soon). 
If you would like to be signed up 
to our mailing list please contact 

TENNIS

gone unbeaten all season, are in 
the upcoming cup final.

The men’s 1st and 2nd teams have 
done well too and are currently 
mid-table in their respective 
leagues. 

Our tour to the Netherlands 
over the Christmas holiday was 
also a great success; everyone 
of the 20 who went won at least 
one match – a fact we had a 
great time celebrating dressed 
up as Pokemon and ninjas at the 
legendary party on New Years Eve. 

Other events have included a 
mini-tour to Birmingham, where 
we came 2nd in the NAMS 
tournament, and we’ve also been 
to sports nights, ice-skating and 
dinners. 

BADMINTON

ICSM Tennis is a club that is 
mainly active in the summer 
months. Whilst we haven’t had 
any competitive matches, indoor 
training sessions have been taking 
place throughout the first and 
second terms to keep the rust off. 

Our first UH match is due to take 
place just before Easter and we 
are looking to defend our three 
titles, lovingly known to us as 
“The Treble” (see picture for 
more details). After successfully 
completing our second 
consecutive Treble last year, we 
are hoping our underground 
training sessions will pave the way 
to our main goal: The Treble Treble.
 
Plans for the club’s second 
international tour are well and 
truly underway after the success 
of Barcelona in the summer. 
With an exciting destination 

It has been a great year so far for 
ICSM Badminton – our teams have 
had much success, there have 
been lots of great social events 
and we currently have over 90 
members (the most we’ve ever 
had).

It’s an exciting time; both our 
women’s and mixed teams are 
poised for promotion in their 
leagues and the women, having 

our secretary Mike (michael.
c o l w i l l 0 8 @ i m p e r i a l . a c . u k ) .

We are also on the look out for any 
alumni that would be interested in 
a Doctors vs. Students match to 
take place later on this year. Please 
get in touch to dwh09@ic.ac.
uk if you’d like to get involved!

David Hillier 
 ICSM Tennis President

With the teams being in great 
form right now we have our 
fingers crossed for Varsity and the 
women’s cup final on the same 
day, and are looking forward to 
celebrating this year’s success at 
our AGM.

Hannah Cheney Lowe
Badminton President

Clubs & Socs
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the final of every UH event this 
year. 

To maximise the potential of all 
our squads, London- and Marlow-
based training camps will be held 
throughout March, providing 
crews with the extra water time 
they need to tweak the technique 
for the major races of the year, 
Head of The River and UH Bumps.
 
Finally, we are proud to say our 
alumni remain, as ever, incredibly 

BOAT CLUB

ICSMBC remains a strong force at 
medical school with over 120 male 
and female members and a deep-
rooted ethos of providing a balance 
of extensive rowing opportunities, 
frequent and enjoyable socials 
as well as organised educational 
support. 

After years of saving, we have 
bought a new boat for our Senior 
Men’s 1st VIII and attracted a 
new Men’s Coach to develop the 
1st VIII into the one of the most 
competitive VIIIs we’ve ever 
produced. At our Christmas Puds 
races the alumni club’s president, 
Professor Roger Greenhalgh, came 
down to christen the boat named 
in his honour.

Our Novice intake has been as 
strong as ever, with both Boys’ and 
Girls’ squads fielding 1st and 2nd 
VIIIs for every race and reaching 

supportive of our current members 
and the Phoenix Boat Club is 
flourishing. We look forward to 
seeing as many of you as possible 
for Summer Dinner and Bumps 
(Dates to be emailed)!

For more information please email 
ads08@ic.ac.uk

Andrew Darby Smith
Club Captain

Clubs & Socs

LIGHT OPERA

pathetic and lovey-dovey. But, it 
was a happy ending, so everyone 
is happy. Alex Burke-Smith made 
a fantastic debut as choreo and a 
stunning cameo as the ballerina 
in a somewhat surreal and 
macabre dream sequence. Sophie 
Beverley was unrecognisable 
and endearing as Ado Annie, a 
misled naïve girl entrapped by 
the affections of both Will Parker 
(Trent Allen) and Anil Chopra, 
who, as usual, played Anil Chopra. 

More importantly, the climax of 

ICSMSU Light Opera embarked 
upon its main opera, Oklahoma! 
in December. Whilst perhaps a 
slightly tamer show than last year’s 
‘The Producers’, Oklahoma has 
the fantastic songs and solid story 
lines that all musicals rely upon. 

Jack Stewart, as Curly, and 
Katy Addy, as Laurie, were as 
convincing an on stage couple as 
they are in real life – if a little more 

the opera year came in the form 
of the Opera Dinner, held at Sway. 
Despite them almost charging 
us double for our happy hour 
priced drinks, we got through this 
challenge intact and with as much 
alcohol as previously anticipated. 

Many final years were surprised and 
delighted with Opera Fellowships 
for their commitment to the 
society over 6 years. We will miss 
them all and their contributions to 
the society will remain an influence 
long after they are gone – but we 
do hope they come back and visit!

Suzie Rayner
Social Secretery 
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The arrival of Les Misérables to 
the big screen called to us since 
we sung a medley last Spring term, 
so a group cinema trip involving 
35 members of the society went 
ahead one quiet Thursday night 
in January. Needless to say the 
night did not remain quiet as we 
continued the singing long after 
the film had ended. 

We have recently held auditions 
for our Music Society freshers 
scholarship, and you will find out 
who the lucky winner was on our 
newly updated website, address 
below. 

After our two fantastic March 
concerts, I warmly invite you to 
our Society Concert, including 
Choir, Chamber Choir, Orchestra 
and Jazz Band to be held on 
Saturday 4th May at St Stephen’s 
Church, Gloucester Road starting 

MUSIC SOC
The New Year has brought many 
new and exciting things for Music 
Society. We held the Re-Mingle 
in the Reynolds bar in January 
involving the now traditional 
Singstar game and unveiling a new 
aspect of MusicSoc – Families. 
These are intended to look after 
the welfare side of society, and to 
give younger members older aides 
to turn to as needed for academic, 
social, and pastoral advice. 

at 7.30pm. 

If you would like more information 
or are interested in becoming a 
Friend of Music Society, please 
contact the Chairman Lydia 
Pearson at lydia.pearson09@
imperial.ac.uk or visit the Music 
Society website at union.ic.ac.uk/
medic/music

Lydia Pearson
Chair

Our brand new ICSM Drama 
Alumni Association continues to 
take shape, allowing our older 
thespians to keep in touch with 
the society. This ensures that, as 
the foundation programme carries 
them off towards doctorhood, 
they may be gone but not 
forgotten. ICSM Drama badges 
and coffee mugs are also available 
to buy. No mousemats, sadly.

At the time of writing, the society 
is gearing for its biggest events 
of the year. Rehearsals are well 
underway for the Regency mega-

DRAMA

It has been a busy year for 
ICSM Drama and it shows no 
signs of slowing down yet. 

In November ‘All The Meanings 
of Spring’ made its stage debut. 
Written by our very own Richard 
Newman and Matt Rinaldi, it 
follows three students in their first 
year of university as they try to make 
sense of real life and themselves. 
Its energy and pathos have set the 
bar high for future Autumn Plays.

Clubs & Socs

hit ‘Pride and Prejudice’ under the 
careful direction of Aarohi Shah. 

Meanwhile, we are also readying 
ourselves for the UH Revue, a no-
holds-barred comedy showdown 
between the five London medical 
schools. When the time comes, 
please come out and support 
us. We need your approval!

For more information about  
productions, our new Alumni 
Association, or any other queries 
we would love to hear from 
you at icsmds@gmail.com.

Rhys Davies
Secretary
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Call For Articles
Alumni - Please keep in touch!

The Gazette welcomes all submissions from alumni - opinions, reports and 
obituaries are all appreciated by our

 readers. 
Articles about the St Mary’s era are

 warmly recieved by current students.
To reach us: e-mail - icsm-gazette@ic.ac.uk 

Address - ICSM Gazette, Student Union Office, Sir Alexander Flemming
 Building, Imperial College London, SW7 2AZ
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St Mary’s Hospital Association

REMINDER:
Would anyone still paying their subscriptions to St. Mary’s Hospital Medical School or Imperial College, please cancel 
that standing order and complete the form below.  If you know of anyone who would like to join, please let them see 
this form.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Please return to:  Mr Kevin Brown, Archivist, Mint Wing, St. Mary’s Hospital, Praed St., London W2 1NY
email: kevin.brown@imperial.nhs.uk

To the Manager

Bank________________________Bank Address___________________________________________

____________________________A/C No._______________________Sort Code_________________

Please pay the NATIONAL WESTMINSTER BANK plc. Marble Arch, Connaught Street Branch, London W2 1PG (60.16.10) 
for the credit of ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL ASOCIATION (21857873) the sum of twenty pounds (£20.00) every 1st October, 
commencing October 2012, until further notice.

Title________Full Name______________________________________ Years at St. Mary’s_______

Address___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________Post Code_________E-mail_____________________

Signed____________________________________________________ Date______________________

Chairman:     Dr Gareth Tudor-Williams MBBS MRCP MRCPCH
Vice Chairman:   Professor Averil Mansfield CBE ChM FRCS
Secretary:    Mr  Kevin Brown MA
Treasurer & Grants Secretary: Dr Michael Clarke FRCP

Please return to
Mr Kevin Brown
Archivist
Salton House
St Mary’s Hospital
Praed St
London W2 1NY   email: Kevin.Brown@imperial.nhs.uk

St Mary’s Association 
Registered Charity No: 1066742
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If you would like to include a legacy to The St Mary’s Hospital Association in your Will, we would be very 
grateful if you would complete and return this form. The information will be treated in the strictest confidence. 
This is simply a statement of your present intentions

      Strictly Confidential
  I intend to include a legacy to The St Mary’s Hospital Association

Name_______________________________________________

  Address______________________________________________

Post Code____________________________________________

  Telephone____________________________________________

  Email________________________________________________

  Signature__________________________ Date_______________

Name and address of Executor______________________________

Please send/email to:  Kevin Brown, Archivist, St Mary’s Hospital, 
Praed St, London W2 1NY.
Kevin.Brown@imperial.nhs.uk

Legacy Intention 
Form 

CONFIDENTIAL
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Obituaries
We are sad to announce 
the following deaths among 
St Mary’s 1961 graduates:
 
July 2012 - GORDON WINTER. 
He worked as a G.P. in Cobham, 
Surrey and is survived by 
Pam his wife for well over 
50 years and three sons.
 
September 2012 - PENNY GARNER 
(née Pollard). When she and 
her husband Ted returned from 
working in the Persian Gulf she 
was a GP first in Surrey and 
then Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
She is survived by two sons.
 
January 2013 - JANE WOOD 
(née Rowswell).  She had been 
a Consultant in Medicine for 
the Elderly in North Wales 
and a prominent member of 
the G.M.C. She is survived 
by a son and a daughter.
 
All three  were members of the 
year who attended our Golden 
Jubilee Reunion in 2011 and we 
were delighted that they had all 
been able to attend and were 
seen to be enjoying themselves.
 
Words by Christine McAuley (née 
Walsh)

It is also with the deepest 
regret that we have to inform 
you that Amit Mishra (ICSM 
Class of 2010) has passed away. 

Pleas do not hesitate to call 
Annakan Navaratnam if you have 
any further queries regarding this 
recent sad news

St Mary’s Association 
Registered Charity No: 1066742

Thanks
ICSM Hockey Club would like to 
thank the St. Mary’s Association 
for their generous donation.  

Whilst the club has grown 
rapidly over the last four years 
now numbering fifty five players 
financing has remained difficult 
with the cost of pitch hire and 
equipment rising each year. 
We are therefore indebted to 
the Association for providing 
the funds to replace worn 
goalkeeper pads and face masks 
which provide protection for the 
outfield players at short corners.  

As teams move up the leagues and 
speed increases these mask have 
an increasingly important function.

The club is currently finalising 
details for joining a Saturday league 
next season which will involve 
players from all three teams. We 
are eager for Doctors to also be 
involved so if interested please 
do contact munraj.gill08@ic.ac.uk  

Thanks
ICSM Weights and Fitness Club 
(St Mary’s Gym) would like to 
thank the St Mary’s Association 
for their generous contribution 
to the renovating of the gym. 

Now in its 25th year, St Mary’s 
Gym and its members are proud 
supporters of ICSM sports clubs 
and are looking forward to 
victories at UH and Varsity this year.

REFURBISHMENT OF  

ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL 

GYM 

 

2013 

 

GENOURSLY FUNDED  

BY THE  

ST. MARY’S ASSOCIATION 

 

 

`	  
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Dear ICSM Alumni,

I hope you have had a great 2013 so far.

It is Gazette time yet again, and I know that it is very soon after Laura sent our last Newsletter update, but 
there are a few points to reiterate and a couple of new ones to make.

For anyone who attended STFYD pre-drinks, thank you very much. I am sure I am representing everyone 
when I say we had a fantastic night, but I do apologise for the mistake that meant some of you may have 
missed out on the bar-tab which was my fault in communicating with the bar staff. However, the event was 
very well attended and I think the bar tab is an aspect we should repeat in the future.

Alumni Association C&S Grant applications have been sent out and will hopefully start coming in soon and 
the Committee will be holding a meeting on 9th March to discuss to whom to give these. After Varsity on 
the 13th March, which I hope to see some of you at, Imperial College are hosting their new annual idea, the 
Imperial Festival. On Saturday 4th May there is an Alumni Reunion from 10:00-18:00 as part of this, and all 
Imperial Faculty of Medicine Alumni are invited. Last year few attended but I’m hoping we can make a day of 
it this year and get a good number of doctors there. Tickets can be booked until the 26th April on the main 
college site, and the programme includes a preview of the Festival, a hot buffet lunch and a cream tea then 
whatever we decided to do separately afterwards.  

Next we have Summer Ball on the 26th June and the long-awaited Alumni Ball on the 27th July at the Brew-
ery. There are far more details in the newsletter but tickets are now on sale at https://www.imperialcolleg-
eunion.org/shop/club-society-project-products/exec---medics-products/1922/icsmsu-alumni-ball-2013 and 
please get in touch with any questions to (icsm.alumniball@imperial.ac.uk) to confirm with whom you’d like 
to sit.

As you can see in the other articles in the Gazette, sport and arts at ICSM are going well, there are lots of 
events on their way and it would be great if we could provide strong support there. We would love to hear 
back from all of you, so if you have any questions or suggestions or better yet would like to write an article 
here please email me at chair@icsmalumni.org or the editors themselves at icsm-gazette@imperial.ac.uk. 
We are interested in anything, be it a wedding, birth, memories from med school or an event you would 
like to put on – and I am also very interested in getting feedback be it positive or negative. I will keep you 
informed of any new occasions or interesting news. Otherwise, enjoy reading and I will see you soon,
Best Wishes,
Jac
Alumni and Careers Officer 2012-2013

Jac Cooper
ICSMSU Careers and Alumni Officer
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Following the success of the trip 
to Tignes in 2011, returning to 
L’Espace Killy was a priority for 
this year’s tour. With the allure of 
its more up-market neighbour Val 
d’Isère being reinforced by a very 
reasonable price, the decision to 
head back was made even easier. 
Sign-ups were initially slow, due 
to a clashing Imperial trip, but we 
were eventually able to fill our 
quota. 

Since mid-November there 
were reports of significant early 
snowfalls across Europe, and by 
the second week of December 
many French resorts were claiming 
bases in excess of two metres. 
The last couple of weeks of term 
couldn’t have passed any more 
slowly, and with word reaching 
us of an outstanding Oxford-
Cambridge Varsity trip we couldn’t 
wait to get out onto the slopes. 

Friday 14th December finally 
arrived, the group assembled 
outside Apollo, and we were 

Ski Tour to Val d’Isère

greeted with the news that we 
wouldn’t be sharing the coach 
that would take us to the Alps 
with another university. This was 
fantastic, and the extra space 
made the overnight journey that 
bit more comfortable.

We arrived in resort late afternoon, 
after a stop at the supermarket 
in bottom of the valley to stock 

up on food for the week. The 
standard four person self-
catered apartments welcomed 
us, and a ‘quiet’ night was had in 
anticipation of the following day’s 
skiing. 

The weather forecast for the week 
had looked promising; snow most 
evenings, with sun during the 
day. What we received was four 
days of continuous snow and two 
full days of glorious sunshine. 
Almost a metre of fresh snow fell 
throughout the week, ideal for 
those seeking a bit of powder. 
The combination of soft snow and 
poor visibility made things quite 
difficult for the few beginners in 
the group, but they progressed 
admirably over the course of the 
week.

The large snowfalls made 
avalanche danger a serious threat, 
and most of the group stuck to 
skiing on marked runs. However, a 
few of us (with appropriate safety 
precautions) took full advantage 
of the off-piste. The snow was 
incredible, and some great runs 
were had off the side of Solaise 
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and down into La Fornet. Special 
mention must go to Josh Lucas, 
who, despite it only being his 
second week on a snowboard, was 
able to keep up with those that 
had done seasons. In spite of many 
crashes throughout the week, no 
one was seriously injured. 

A full après schedule accompanied 
the skiing. The Folie Douce only 
opened on the penultimate day 
due to the weather, and many of 

the themed nights ended up at 
Le Petit Danois. Whilst the size of 
our group was unable to match 
Manchester or UCL in resort at the 
same time, our presence was felt 
throughout the week. 

The return journey was relatively 
event free, until we reached the 
border control in Calais. We were 
able to watch the entirety of ‘The 
Fellowship of the Ring’ and part 
of the second whilst sitting in a 

queue for customs. We finally 
arrived back in London tired, but 
satisfied, from an amazing week’s 
skiing ready to enjoy Christmas at 
home. Next year’s tour will likely 
be the week before Christmas, 
and expect more information to 
come out early this summer.

by Simon Federer
ICSM Ski Tour President
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Since the founding of ICSM, RAG Dash has been a tradition of the medical school. Rotating through 
three key cultural cities – Edinburgh, Dublin (AKA Paris) and Amsterdam –  RAG Dash was initially 
designed to enhance the well-rounded nature of every medical student passing through ICSM’s doors. 
Recently there have been a number of controversial variations on this ritual and as such it seems 
appropriate to rank this years RAG Dash against key aims and objectives using our RAG Fun-o-meter.
GET EXCITED!

RAG Dash Review by Sarah Hancox 
and Suzie Rayner

Embracing the Amsterdam Culture: 7/10
The RAG committee left Dashers to their own devices, thus very 
few fully embraced all the cultural experiences that Amsterdam 
has to offer. Many focused their activities on the English 
Rugby Match and keeping awake with a high caffeine intake. 

Hostel/Hotel: 9/10
The hostel had clearly been chosen to suit the RAG 
committee, not a bunch of dishevelled Dashers. It was 
far too nice. The dorms conveniently lent themselves to 
‘Gladiator’-esque obstacle courses. Fun was had by all. It 
loses 1 point, as we think it was actually situated in Belgium.

Canterbury Club – Chemistry: 7/10
The RAG committee went ‘up-market’ for the club in Canterbury; 
there was a significantly less chavvy ambiance than in 2010. 
Despite this there was still a pole and cheap drinks so everyone 
was happy. A distinct low point in the night was the ineffectual 
cloakroom staff who singlehandedly caused us to miss the ferry. 

Anti-fun policing: 10/10
No RAG Committee does its job properly unless they have tried to 
destroy all spontaneous eruptions of fun throughout RAG Dash. 
This year’s committee, especially Schweeb, did an exceptional job. 

Amsterdam Club – Barkode: 3/10
When one Dasher requested ‘One Direction’ three times, they were 
sworn at and told that they would be forcibly removed from the club 
if requested again. This depicts the general vibe of the club. If you are 
into heavy trance and head bashing beats then this would have been 
the club for you. On the plus side depositing of ‘wapens’ and ‘drugs’ 
was available to all in a box outside the club so we all felt very safe.

Organisational skills: 9/10
From the initial advertising, to ticket sales and general people 
trafficking, the committee worked as a well baby-oiled machine. 
A special mention goes to John Golden, who from an outsider’s 
perspective appeared key to the smooth running of RAG Dash.
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Key Dash Stats:
Number of people left in Canterbury: 5 
Number of visits to the Army barracks: (disappointingly) 0
Number of people left in Amsterdam: (almost) 10
Number of people left on the ferry: 3
Members of committee that hate fun: 12
Number of PNO ferry bans: 2
Number of Presidents to complete RAG Dash: 0
Number of RAG Chairs broken: 1 

Overview:
This year’s RAG committee faced a challenge to revive RAG 
Dash after the lack of enthusiasm for Dublin last year. They 
did a great job enthusing freshers and older years alike 
with tickets selling out numerous times, and pushing them 
to increase numbers. A great time was had by all who 
attended, and on behalf of all Dashers, we would like to 
thank Shoaib and his RAG committee for all their hard work. 

There are however a few positives to end this tale:

Did RAG Dash 2013 happen? Yes
Is the RAG Chair still at Medical School? Yes
Did Amsterdam RAG Dash go to Amsterdam? Yes
But was it better than the last Amsterdam RAG Dash?

Knowledge of ‘big deals’: 3/10
Some members of ICSM are more important than others. As thus, 
they expect all younger years to know their names. Despite this, 
one certain member of the RAG committee failed to recognise 
some of their superiors and as such was suitably punished.

Rehydration opportunities: 6/10
It is a key element of RAG Dash that Dashers do not get 
dehydrated. Things get weird when people get dehydrated. 
No one wants to observe practical OSCE stations whilst on a 
moving vehicle… Although distinctly dry on the journey from 
Calais to Amsterdam, people felt suitably wet on the return leg.

Coaches and ferry: 9/10
Always a highlight of the RAG Dash experience, this year 
was no exception. All the best stories will be etched 
on the minds of unsuspecting freshers forever and 
unfortunately the written word cannot do them justice. 
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