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The Head of Department’s
Welcome
Dear All,
A warm welcome to our new students
and welcome back to our second, third
and fourth years. I trust you had a great
summer and I hope that you are now
excited by the thought of more studying!
As you will have realized, our
Department
is
highly
selective
accepting only the highest achieving
and most promising students and our
courses are designed to be really
challenging.
We want to push you
academically and help you to fulfill your
potential and achieve great things in the
time that you are with us, making you
irresistible to potential employers. We
also want you to have a wonderful time
and make lifelong friends. So we aim to
create a supportive and friendly
environment and CivSoc is a crucial part
of this, providing many interesting and
entertaining opportunities to spend time
with fellow students and staff, away
from formal learning. I really encourage
you to get involved.
Best wishes for the coming year.
Prof Nick Buenfeld

Head of The Department of Civil &
Environmental Engineering

Cover photo credit: Jian Li Chew
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The Director of Undergraduate
Studies’ Welcome
Dear Freshers,
Welcome to our undergraduate course
in the Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering and to this
edition of LIVIC, the newspaper of the
student-led Civil Engineering Society
(CivSoc). The Department and CivSoc
are fully committed to delivering the
best student experience possible here,
so let us know throughout the year if
there is anything that we can do to make
it better.
I look forward to meeting you, and best
wishes to you all for an enjoyable and
successful academic year ahead.
Dr Michael Templeton
Director of Undergraduate Studies
Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering
Skempton Building Room 303
m.templeton@imperial.ac.uk
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Editor’s Welcome
Ladies
and
helicopters),

Gentlemen

(and
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attack

First of all, I welcome you to another academic
year. To the Freshers, welcome to Imperial
College. What did you do? Why did you come
here? You could have escaped, now you’re
trapped! TRAPPED! WHY? WHY? A great
adventure awaits you. You will learn from
world leading academics, make new friends,
travel, create memories and experiences that
will last you a lifetime. Four years will pass in a
blink of an eye. You’ll get over your Oxbridge
rejection. Eventually. Some day. At least you’re
not in UCL.
Take the opportunity to enjoy your Fresher
year to the max (but do study hard and turn in
your work on time. Priorities, people). To set
the bar really low, don’t spend your Fresher’s
year how I did. I won’t tell you what happened.
Go ask a fourth year. You’ll make friends that
way.
To all incoming MSc students and PhD
candidates, I wish you all the best in learning
from the best of the best and conducting
ground breaking research. To the returning
undergraduates, congratulations for surviving.
Let’s get this over with. And to all faculty and
staff, I hope you had a great summer and are
refreshed to continue your great work.
I will be your LIVIC Editor for the year ahead,
guiding you through the year with articles on
recent developments in civil engineering,
internship experiences and extra-curricular
activities. Also, there will be bantz, memes and
my unique sense of humour. You had a choice.
You voted for me. You asked for it.
Truss me, I’m an engineer.
Engineering love,
Jian Li Chew
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Chair’s Welcome
Hello everyone!!
To all you CivEngie freshers out there,
welcome!!! I am your CivSoc Chair this
year and first and foremost I am here to
make sure that your experience within
our department is as fun and enjoyable
as possible. With events on almost every
week from pub crawls, quiz nights to
industry talks and careers fairs; this is
definitely the society to be in!
Don’t forget to sign up for the very
highly anticipated CivSoc tour which is
always incredible amounts of fun and to
pick up copies of our very own
newsletter LIVIC (you’re currently
reading a copy now)! There is always
lots happening within CivSoc, so make
sure you keep an eye out for our emails.
I will be working with my wonderful
committee, and we will strive to make
this year as fabulous as ever. I’ll be
around the department so feel free to
ask me questions, give suggestions or
just for a hello.
CivSoc Love xxxx
Susie McAllister
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Meet the Committee
Max Castello
Secretary
Ahoy freshers!

Welcome to Imperial – but welcome especially
to CivSoc. I will be your CivSoc Secretary this
year, and as the word implies, I deal with the
CivSoc Secrets… From the organisation of the
Four Bridges Pub Crawl, through the various
Staff Seminar Series up to the Pub Quiz
questions, my job is to be aware and
coordinate of everything that happens and
will happen for you guys. So don’t hold back!
Come to me if you have any question about
upcoming event or about university as a
whole – and if you’re already worrying about
the work load, always remember that the
great Louis Pasteur said, "Il y a plus de

philosophie dans une bouteille de vin que
dans tous les livres".

Yimo Yan
Treasurer
Hey everyone, welcome to the best department at
imperial. I am Yimo, who is feeling so delighted to
serve Civsoc as Treasurer. My target is to make
Civsoc always great.
Money is the key thing for a society to organise
events. My role is basically to control, record all
the cash flows and make sure every penny goes to
right place on time. If you are curious about where
does the money go please don’t hesitate to ask
me.

6

LIVIC

Meet More Committee
Marthe Boulleau
Dep Rep

Hi all, I am Marthe, a fourth year student and more
importantly your departmental representative
(DepRep). My role is to be your voice as a student
body, I will convey your claims and defend your
point of view to the administration. I will be closely
working with your soon to be elected year reps in
order to collect the most accurate feedback from
you. Finally, my aim is to proactively pursue
improvement to our course and to encourage the
creation of as many opportunities as possible for
each of you. Obviously, feel free to approach me, I
am usually, always, in Skempton.

Hippolyte MounierVehier
Tour Officer
Hello all and welcome to Imperial! My name is
Hippolyte. I will be organising this year’s
CivSoc Tour! Every year 70 students from the
department go to a european city for 5 days.
A week of good fun and cultural
enlightenment. This event is said to be the
best part of your Imperial experience, make
sure you sign up! I will also be helping out in
all things CivSoc in general so you’ll see me
around. Come and see me if you have any
questions or problems about anything. See
you around!
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Cheng Wei Kwang
Industry Liaison
Officer
Howdy! My name is Cheng and I’m a 2nd year
student. I will be in charge of securing
sponsorships for the society as well as
communicating with external parties to
organize events such as the CivSoc Careers
Fair and lunchtime talks by leading industry
experts. Do let me know any suggestions or
ideas that you have in mind to deliver
successful engineering events and make 2017
-2018 a smashing academic year for all of us
at the department!

Ottilie Lau
Alumni and Mums
and Dads Officer
In brief, I
• match current students
• spam ex-Imperialites
Or, not in short, I
• Ensure freshers settle into new lives and
have a fulfilling time in our department
• Ensure the college's alumni associations
continue to provide adequate support to our
activities
• Expand the alumni networks to give social,
career and moral supports in specialities of
their preference for the benefit of our stay in
Skempton
• Expand the career supports provided
throughout the year to ensure a diverse range
of specialities and career paths are covered
• Establish contact with those who have
completed their course, and involve them in a
mailing list to keep them in touch with Civsoc
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Last and never Least
Christina Trigle
Events Officer
Hi,

I'm a fourth year and events officer next year.
I'll be organising all sorts of CivSoc events
from pub crawls to philosophy nights. I hope
to get to know you all soon!

Rémi Pelletier
Marketing and Web
Officer
Hi! I'm Remi, 2nd year student and I'm your
CivSoc marketing and web officer. My role is
basically to advertise online for the events
organised by your committee, so i'll be in
charge of the CivSoc website, facebook,
Twitter and Instagram as well as designing
the flyers for all the events!
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Get ready for the best night of Freshers’ Week, or indeed, the year! The CIVSOC
Four Bridges Pub Crawl is back and starts at Skempton, winding its way along
London’s most iconic feature, the River Thames. It’s a great way to meet and get
to know freshers and alumni, not to mention returning students!
We will stop at six pubs in total and cross the Hungerford, Waterloo, Blackfriars
and Millennium Bridges, and swear loyalty to the profession before the statue of
our spiritual forefather. We will end the night at our shrine, The ROXY.
Stay until the end in order to partake in a hallowed CivSoc tradition. I won’t tell
you what it is but it involves the Millennium Bridge.
HIGH VIS JACKETS ARE PROVIDED (and mandatory for freshers to wear - we
wouldn't want you to get lost).
Meet in front of SKEMPTON on Thursday, 5 October at 17:45. Be there ON TIME
and don't forget your photo ID and your Oyster card!
Details of the itinerary to be confirmed.
PS: Soft drinks are served at all planned venues.
PPS:
Prepare yourself.
Prepare your liver.
Get hyped.
You’ll never forget this.
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CIVSOC Pub Crawl

Thursday 5 October, Skempton, 17:45 —late
You read the previous page, attendance is compulsory.

•

Career’s Fair

Tuesday 31 October, Skempton 2nd floor, 18:00 – 20:00
A great reminder of why you’re in university in the first place, to join the rat race! This event will give you the
chance to approach civil-engineering related companies, in a range of different sectors of the industry. If you
are looking for a graduate position or a summer internship, this is the best place to start!

•

Bar Night

TBC, Union Bar
Come along to enjoy cheap booze and celebrate surviving the first half of first term (I know. How did we do
it?). This will be in the Union Bar and fun will be had. If you don’t have fun I don’t know what’s wrong with you.

•

Night of Engineering Philosophy

TBC, Mezzanine Level - 224/240
For those of you who have been waiting almost half a year for it, get excited! For those who don’t yet know
about it, come along to discover one of CivSoc’s most popular events.
This Night of Engineering Philosophy is a chance to forget put work and lectures aside and discover the philosopher poet in you. Join us and engage in an informal discussion that presents engineering in a different
perspective with your peers and lecturers, all the while enjoying a careful selection of cheese and wine.

•

Pub Quiz

TBC, Mezzanine Level - 224/240
This runaway success gets better and better every year! Free pizza, free beer, free bantz, the chance to beat
(or horror of horrors, join) Professor Wadee on a booze-filled quiz field, what’s not to love? A perfect time to
put your general knowledge to the test, and try your luck to get the ultimate prize. Seriously, I can’t recommend this enough!

•

Christmas Dinner

TBC
Mark the end of the Autumn Term in style with a black-tie three-course meal with wine, with your friends and
members of staff! The event, graciously supported by Civsoc and our sponsors, will be a great time for you to
be merry and cheerful. Who needs to remember that exams await for the third and fourth years after the
break? As always be there or be square (I never understood why this phrase is used. What is wrong with being
square? What if I identify as square? Or as a triangle? Or as a Tyrannosaurus rex?).
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The Goddesses of
The Undergraduate Office

It has been said that the
Three Graces came to this
world on Mount Olympus
many many years ago,
born of virgin births. With
the end of the era of
Greek gods and goddesses, they have switched the
aim of their immortal lives
from their roles as divine
protectors of the Greek
people to the divine protectors of Imperial Civil
Engineering, to our endless benefit.
Her Eternal Grace the Goddess Tina Mikellides
Her sworn duty is to send the willing and the brave on daunting adventures to
foreign lands, spreading the conquest of Imperial far and wide on their holy pilgrimages. She is known to appear at the blink of an eye to students facing danger and difficulty on their journeys. Her heavenly mission can’t be understood
by mortal minds, so she simply calls herself the ‘Year Abroad Coordinator’.
Her Divine Presence the Goddess Louise Green
She looks into the divine fires for visions and signs of the men and women from
all corners of the Earth worthy of receiving the teachings of the Great Minds.
All other are cast into the Labyrinth of the Unworthy, known to us mere humans
as UCL. In her humility she declares herself only as the ‘Admissions Tutor’.
Her Everlasting Mercy the Goddess Anna Hikel
It is known that Guan Yin aspires to the kindness, warmth and hospitality shown
by her Everlasting Mercy. She envelops all those that approach her with a blanket of happiness and bliss. She provides the support we need, but not what we
deserve. Her inadequate title is simply ‘Senior Tutor Administrator’.
May we be able to live up to their sacrifices.
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Shell Day
Tuesday 10 October
12:00-13:00, 16:00-20:00
Skempton 201 and Concourse
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Get to Know
Dear Fresher,
First, welcome to Skempton.
You have been chosen to join
the ranks of Civil Engineering
at Imperial! But most importantly, you have been given the opportunity to join the
best society at Imperial, and
one of the best UK society:
CivSoc. You might have heard
of CivSoc from CivEng students, from alumni or for
some of you during admission interview; let me set
things clear, you can’t imagine how fantastic CivSoc is. So buckle up kids! You
just got to the big league.
CivSoc, as the name implies, is the
Civil Engineering Society at Imperial.
Although we might all be nerds, geeks
and library rats (no no, you too are a
lib rat, just wait until May), our motto
isn’t Work Hard Play Hard for nothing.
CivSoc will accompany each and every one of you through both work and
social life. We organise every week Industry Talks, where companies come
for one hour in the department to give
a talk about their ongoing projects,
and Staff Seminar Series where the department’s lecturers share their research with students. This is THE best way to spend your 12 to 1 Thursday
lunch breaks (did I mention free biscuits, tea and coffee at every talk?).
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For the handful of students already adult enough to think of their careers,
we organise a Careers Fair at the end of October where you get to meet
different companies and apply for internships. But if I’m not mistaken, and
if most of you are what most of us were, you’d be more excited to hear
about the FOUR BRIGES PUB CRAWL – PUB QUIZ – BAR NIGHT – DINNERS and so much more.
Oh, yeah, you’re probably waiting for the part where I don’t leave you any
choice but to love CivSoc by telling you about our International Tour every
year? Lisbon, Naples, Bucharest, Budapest, Prague, Zagreb, Athens or
even Paris, we’ve spread CivSoc’s love and energy throughout Europe.
This trip is THE highlight of your year – you get to meet and bond with 2nd,
3rd, and 4th years, you get to discover new cities, new cultures and enhance
your engineering knowledge! Oh, and in case you were wondering, the
choice of the destination is usually directly correlated with the cheapest
beers. Work hard play hard am I right?
That shall be enough talk from myself! It’s now your duty to discover the
wonders of Skempton and the greatness of CivSoc for yourself.
CivSoc love,
Your CivSoc Secretary
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City and Guilds College Union
Looking to meet people outside your course? The CGCU is the place for you!
The City and Guilds College Union (CGCU) is the Student’s Union for the
whole Faculty of Engineering at Imperial. Set up before the engineering college merged with Imperial College, the CGCU and its activities are part of the
great traditions of Imperial, and also a great way to meet engineers from other departments!
On top of hosting events and socials, we also are here to represent your academic and welfare needs, to ensure you have the best possible experience at
Imperial! Previous events have included: dinners, quiz nights, bar nights (look
out for the Quad-Union Carnival for lots of Metric fun with a sprinkle of constituent union rivalry), networking events, CGCU Festival, the annual Mince
Pie Party and lots, lots more…
CGCU Annual Welcome Ball

Almost anyone you talk to will remember this event
from their first year, which gets bigger and better
every year! Put on your best clothes and head over
to the Millennium Gloucester Hotel for the 20th October! Tickets include a welcome drink, three course
meal and half a bottle of wine, followed by a performance from the world A Capella champs, the Techtonics! Then the lights dim and the afterparty begins! Tickets sell fast so make sure to get your
hands on one while you still can!

Women in Engineering Event
In Spring, we invited six female engineers, all
very successful in their own fields, to participate in a forum event. Speaking about their
own careers, discussing challenges faced by
women in the workplace, and answering audience questions, the event was a hit! This
was followed by a networking event where
students had a chance to chat individually
with the speakers.
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Quad-Union Carnival
Brand new this year, Quad-Union Carnival is a bar night where you can
battle it out against the other Constituent Unions (CUs) in fun activities, including gladiator duels, inflatable sumo wrestling, bungee cord run races
and darts! Show off your skills at the Union on Tuesday 10th October and
help us prove the CGCU is the best CU of them all!

Events this term:
Quad-Union Carnival
Annual Welcome Dinner
Bowling
Quiz Night
Quad-Union Bar Night
Mince Pie Party - free mince pies for
everyone!
We also look after all your welfare needs. Pop by the
office (CAGB 3.50) to pick up sexual health supplies
(condoms, lube, pregnancy tests and rape alarms), as
well as feminine hygiene products (tampons and sanitary towels). Need some advice? We can help put you
in touch with someone who can help you! If you have
any issues, you can contact Damian Coveney or Sarah Towers, our Welfare and Deputy Welfare Officers.
Our Academic Affairs Officer, Alejandro Luy, will liaise with all the Academic Dep Reps in your department and ensure that you have the best academic experience possible. It’s usually best to approach your Year Reps
or CivSoc’s Dep Rep first, Marthe Boulleau, so they can sort out any small
issues quickly!
If you’ve got any more questions look out for these friendly Civ Eng faces
who are part of this year’s CGCU Exec Committee:
Claudia Caravello (CGCU President)
Ottilie Szewing Lau (Regalia Officer)
17

LIVIC

Project RED Borneo
Since 2015, Rural Educational Development (RED) has been designing, fundraising for and building educational centres in
underprivileged villages of Borneo. Every
year, during the summer holidays, we send
a group of students on an expedition to a
new village to construct a kindergarten
during the week and explore the island in
the weekends. You only have to contribute
a little over the academic year and commit
to a few weeks in the summer to have a
massive impact on the lives of people.
Ottilie
(3 rd
year
Civ
Eng)
went
on
the
expedition,
saying
that:
“RED is a much-loved, truly inspiriting charity, and it offers you a good way to spend time
and know awesome people with similar interests. There will be a lot of new, interesting
things to learn and to put into practice, both technical and cultural. Within this enriching
social environment, I came to like those people (volunteers and villagers) so much. I
strongly recommend this project to you - join us this year, and it'd be one of the best experience you would ever have in your college life! “
So, if you wish to






apply the skills and knowledge learnt
at Imperial
develop transferable skills
gain practical experience through live
interactions
participate in college-wide fundraising
devise strategies for project development

all while creating life-long memories, embrace the RED family!
Come meet us at Freshers Fair!
Facebook page: RED Project Borneo
Website: www.redprojectborneo.com
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Exclusively this year, Engineering Change society, in collaboration with the
Environmental Protection and Conservation Organisation (EPCO), brings to
you the Barachois project.
Within the massive revamping
scheme of 6 hectares along
the South-Eastern coast of the exotic island of Mauritius, lies an abandoned fisheries cultivation area that
needs to be restored to its former
beauty. The benefit would accrue to
local businesses run by underprivileged communities living there.
Should you choose to embark on this
journey, with a team, you will be
asked to:
- conceptually and structurally redesign the main building on site, working closely with the community
depending
on
time
constraints, design a separate small
storage for fishing supplies and kayaks
- you will have to innovate, check
the viability of your design, and
oversee the development IN MAURITIUS for 4 weeks in July 2018
For any further information about the
project and how to apply come to
the Engineering Change stall in
Fresher’s fair or email Anam at afb215@ic.ac.uk .
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The El Salvador Project
(Re)Fresher
Good-day Freshers! You’ve probably spent the past month and a half thinking about Imperial College London. Will it be hard? Will it be fun? How many
sets of cutlery will I need for halls?
I was asking myself; What adventures will I have? I found the El Salvador
Project.
The El Salvador Project is a society at Imperial that assists in the sustainable
development of El Salvador through infrastructure. After an earthquake devastated the country in 2001, the project was established to design and construct affordable earthquake proof housing. In 2015, the focus of our efforts
shifted towards providing sanitation facilities to indigent communities.
The Adventure
We enjoy the year doing a lot of rewarding work, learning invaluable skills
and forming lasting bonds with our piers. Our activities throughout the year
culminate in a month-long volunteering expedition to El Salvador, Central
America. During the expedition, we have the chance to construct infrastructure and help local families
Fundraising, R&D and planning are all major activities. We know that you are
at Imperial because you ‘like’ hard work, but don’t worry, we are much more
than just that. We offer a space where you can party, relax or just feel like
you belong.
Get Involved
Come see us at Freshers Fair
Visit our website:
www.elsalvadorproject.org.uk
We also have a Facebook page
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Advice for Freshers:
Serious and Otherwise
Don’t study so hard. Do spend lots of time enjoying yourself.
Alex Lee

Don’t enjoy yourself so hard. Do spend lots of time studying.
Richard Glass

Don't forget to enjoy your time. You might be buried under
coursework but you need to manage your time and balance it.

Ottilie Lau

Come to all Civsoc events and sign up for the Tour!
Hippolyte Mounier-Vehier

Don’t buy all of the art equipment. You don’t need the adjustable set square. A normal set square will do.

Jaryl and John

Don't worry if you struggle to grasp concepts at first. Or at
second. Really, if you struggle to grasp them all the way up to
the night before exams. Then start worrying.

Ludi Alfano-Gailiunaite
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Like it or Not
More Advice
Try not to lose your laptop in Metric.
Teo Marcel

Buy waterproof trousers.
Ophélie Meuriot

In most cases you don’t need to go to lectures or study during
term time, just focus two months before the exam.

Jack Lee

Come to the CGCU dinner.
Claudia Caravello

Run while you still can!
Shahd Ismail

Start coursework when they are set.
Anonymous

Talk to everyone, decide later if you want to be friends!
Anonymous
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Meme

Credits to Jian Li Chew
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Meme Life

Credits to Jian Li Chew
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Memeception

Credits to Memeperial
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Crossword

Created on www.puzzle-maker.com
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Sudoku
Easy

Medium

Hard

Evil

Taken from www.websudoku.com
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