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Dear Reader,

Thanks for picking up this year’s first edition of
LIVIC! I’m Maurice, your editor, after winning
last year’s fiercely contested elections against
RON (No, not a person, it’s an acronym for “ReOpen Nominations”, pretty much the default
option on the online voting system, no one else
ran - you’ll work it out).

A warm collection of welcomes to all the old
undergrads and postgrads, lecturers and
intellectual nomads, and of course our newly
crowned Freshers to whom this edition is
dedicated.

Expect great things from Imperial, you don’t know it yet, but over the next four years you’re
going to hit some serious highs and lows, and come out the better every time.

You’ll also find that whatever your taste, CIVSOC, Imperial, and at the very least London will
accommodate it. For example, my love for writing led me to apply for English Literature at
Oxford; I didn’t make it, and now to repair the damage done to my own psyche by giving in to
family pressure, I edit this newspaper, and enrolled onto a creative writing module as an
elective this year. Raw.

There’s a whole host of useful things in here for you fresh-faced little muffins, so keep an eye
out for future editions of LIVIC. I promise to bring you thought-provoking nuggets and articles,
heads-ups on competitions, and some smashing crossword puzzles.

LIVIC is also available on the CIVSOC website. (It even has its own Wikipedia page!)
Read it anywhere, anytime.
Truss me.

All the best,
Maurice
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CIVSOC Pub Crawl

Thursday 8th October, Skempton, 5:45 pm
Get ready for the best night of Freshers’ Week! The CIVSOC Four Bridges Pub Crawl starts at
Skempton, and winds its way along London’s most iconic feature, the River Thames. We’ll end the night
at CIVSOC’s spiritual shrine, The ROXY. We’ll burn those bridges when we get to them.

•

Career’s Fair

Thursday 29th October, BOS, 6:00 – 8:00 pm
For the second year in a row, we bring you the CivSoc Careers Fair! This event will give you the chance
to approach civil-engineering related companies, in a range of different sectors of the industry. If you
are looking for a graduate position or a summer internship, be sure to come along and discover what
these companies have to offer!

•

Bar Night

Thursday 12th November (TBC), Union Bar, 7.30 pm
Come along to unwind and celebrate surviving the first half of first term (worthy cause to celebrate,
right?). As always, this will be in the Union Bar and everyone is welcome - including the legendary
CivSoc Funnel …

•

Night of Engineering Philosophy

Tuesday 17th November, Mezzanine Level - 224
For those of you who have been waiting almost half a year for it, get excited! For those who don’t yet
know about it, come along to discover one of CivSoc’s most popular events.
This Night of Engineering Philosophy is a chance to forget put work and lectures aside and discover the
philosopher poet in you. Join us and engage in an informal discussion that presents engineering in a
different perspective with your peers and lecturers, all the while enjoying a careful selection of cheese
and wine.

•

Pub Quiz

Tuesday 1st December, Mezzanine Level - 224
After last year’s two successful pub quizzes, join us for the third edition of the CivSoc Pub Quiz! Maybe
this year will see Professor Wadee dethroned – or maybe we will have to ask him to be the Mystery Quiz
Master so he can’t actually win a third time in a row. In any case, this evening is not to be missed! A
perfect time to put your general knowledge to the test whilst indulging in (lots) of free food and drinks.

•

Christmas Dinner

Friday 11th December, Med Kitchen
This event will kick off the Christmas festivities in style, with a black-tie three-course meal and wine,
filled with cheer and joy in the company of your beloved friends and members of staff. The best part is
these tickets are heavily subsidised by CivSoc and our sponsors, so we hope to see you all there!
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Dear All,

A very warm welcome to our new students and welcome
back to our second, third and fourth years. I trust you
had a great summer and are now ready for another
period of education. London is one of the world’s most
culturally diverse, influential, architecturally rich,
vibrant and hospitable cities – a wonderful place to live
and study.

You will be working alongside some of the brightest and
most motivated students from around the world, taught
by an exceptional group of internationally leading
experts. Take full advantage of your once in a lifetime
opportunity, striking a good balance between studying
hard to fulfill your potential and enjoying the company of
your fellow students and life in London.

CivSoc is a uniquely successful student-led society
arranging a wide variety of events for you – please do
participate to meet a wider group of students and to
enhance your experience here.

Good luck for the coming year!

Prof Nick Buenfeld
Head of the Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering
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Welcome all,

I hope that you have all had fantastic summers
scattered around the world and are all feeling
relaxed, refreshed and ready for the year ahead (or as
ready as one can ever be...!).

To our newcomers, I hope that the first few weeks at
Imperial go smoothly and that you all settle in soon,
and to our slightly more aged readers, congrats on
making it back (always a relief) and I hope you're
excited and raring to go.

This year CivSoc has even more exciting events with
something for each and every one of you - so no
excuses for not getting involved! We will be starting
off the year with the Mums and Dads BBQ and the
Four Bridges Pub Crawl this week and then look out
for more information on other upcoming events such
as the ever-popular Pub Quiz, Industry Talks and all
new Staff Seminar Series. Feel free to be as excited
as we are!

I look forward to seeing you all and starting off what
will be another legendary CivSoc year at the pub
crawl on Thursday - not to be missed!

Lots of CivSoc love
Fiona
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Hi everyone!
My job is to keep a trace of everything, from
the serious to the inappropriate, that is said
and done during CivSoc meetings and events.
I’m also here to help out the other committee
members with anything they need to ensure
we offer the best CivSoc ever!
If you have any questions or queries about
anything and you can’t find Fiona, I will be
happy to help – you can always find me
somewhere around Skempton.
I truly can’t wait to meet you all and I hope you
all have a fantastic year!

Dep Rep
Hey,
I’m Edrea, a 4th year student and your
department representative (or better known
as Dep Rep).
My task is to act as the liaison between staff
and students regarding academic matters
and other issues that are important to you!
This will mainly be done through your soon-tobe-elected class reps. However I am more
than happy to help you out regardless.
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Tour Secretary
Tour. This will define your year. The one
unique event that has all departments looking
on in envy. The place where all your dreams
will come true! (That’s if your dreams are to
have an awesome, unforgettable time with
fellow CivEngers exploring a European
country’s engineering feats and local culture)
Hi, I’m Jay and I’m your International Tour
Officer. Want to know more? Ask your Mum
about it.
No seriously, ask her. I mean, even your Dad
knows. (Just to be clear, your Imperial ones).
It genuinely is CivSoc’s hottest, most
anticipated event and will definitely be one of
the best things you will ever do at Imperial.
CivSoc aside, I’m always about, if you have
any questions you can always buy me a drink
(no guarantee of an answer though).

Events Oﬃcer
Hi,
I’m Jack, and I’m your Events Officer for the
year.
Hope to see you all at the Pub Crawl this
Thursday, as well as the coming Bar Nights,
Engineering Philosophy evenings, and other
great events I have lined up this year!
Little known fact: my middle name is fun.
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Marketing &Web
Oﬃcer
Hey guys, I'm Lisa, a 2nd year and your
marketing & web officer for this year!
I'll be the one updating CivSoc's website and
social media and designing event flyers etc (if
you don't find them pretty enough, you know
who to complain to haha). Other than CivSoc,
my hobbies include skiing, sleeping, playing
tennis, reading, and other stuff I wish I had
time for.
Feel free to say hi when you see me around
the department or if you have a suggestion to
improve the website, I'm always up for a chat.

Industrial Liaison
Oﬃcer
Hey peeps!
Welcome to the COOLEST department at
Imperial!
I'm Cath and I am your Industrial Liaison
Officer this year. My role is to both secure
funding for CivSoc and organise career
events to help YOU to crack into the civil
engineering world. Check out 'careers' page
on our website and come to the events with
your mates to dig out more
Like many other international students here, I
love travelling but more importantly, food. If
you have any questions about careers,
travelling or FOOD and you don't know where
to begin, feel free to approach me whenever
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Treasurer
Hi, I’m a third year student from London, born
and raised!
As treasurer I’ll be managing the financial
side of CIVSOC, making sure not a single
penny goes to waste!

Mums & Dads
Oﬃcer
Hey!
My name is Ines, and for those of you who
aren’t sure what I do, the idea is that I’ll be
bringing undergrads and alumni together this
year. It’s important to get close with your
classmates, but also with other people from
other years, past and present.
You’ll learn more about that later, but the
main idea is to create an orientation
programme to help first years make a great
start at uni. I hope you all enjoy the multiple
events I have planned, and keep in touch with
your Civeng family over the year!
I’m Spanish, which means I’m always up for a
salsa night and eating Mediterranean style
food, so if you’re into either or have any
questions, come find me!
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Get ready for the best night of Freshers week!
CivSoc's famous Four Bridges Pub Crawl is BACK, and it's going to be concretely
AMAZING - what better way to kick off the year than by an exclusive night wander
across some of London's most famous bridges?! (and pubs...)
Meet in front of SKEMPTON at 17:45 - be there ON TIME and make sure you don't
forget your Oyster card!
HIGH VIS ARE PROVIDED (and mandatory for freshers to wear - we wouldn't want
you to get lost)
Full details are:
Skempton - 17:45
PRINCESS OF WALES (27 Villiers Street) - 18:30
Hungerford Bridge
HOLE IN THE WALL (5 Mepham St) - 19:00
Waterloo Bridge; Brunel Statue
WALKABOUT (Temple Station, Temple Pl) - 19:30
THE BLACKFRIAR (174 Queen Victoria St) - 20:15
Blackfriars Bridge
DOGGETTS (1 Blackfriars Bridge) - 21:00
FOUNDERS ARMS (52 Hopton St, Bankside) - 21:45
Millenium Bridge
THE GREEN MAN (No. 1 Poultry; Bank Station exit 9) - 22:30

PS: No need to worry if you don't drink, all the planned destinations serve soft
drinks.
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Louise Green
One of the most formidable forces in the
department; you’d sooner try to hold back a
TBM with a toothpick than cross paths with
the mighty Green. They say her emails are so
important, they carve a physical channel
through the internet,

Anna Hikel
As sweet as they get, Anna’s ethereal smile
and unbreakable aura of peace and calm
would mellow even the most livid of
Professors. She has so many friends in so
many departments, that should her temper
ever turn sour with Imperial’s establishment, I
have no doubt that she could stage a veritable
revolution.

Tina Mikellides
The omniscient Administrator, in charge of
coordinating all the kids on the Year Abroad
Course. Willing giver of tea and hugs, you will
inevitably start to call her “mum”, and begin
to plan your weekends around her roast
dinners.
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Welcome to Imperial!
You’ll soon find out that there are tons of clubs,
societies and projects that you can get involved in. One
you should very much consider joining is
RED.CHARITABLE
The Rural Education Development (RED) Project was
established in 2015 with the aim of bringing about
sustainable educational development to rural
communities in Borneo. There is a large disparity in
education standards between rural and urban areas
and this has left many rural villagers unable to compete
in the current economic market. This issue is getting
worse as time progresses, with these communities
being marginalized even further.
RED was created to bridge this gap by supporting current efforts of local charities to educate
and empower these communities in Borneo with the skills and knowledge necessary to
progress.
We pride ourselves as being a completely student led society, with activities held throughout
the year to raise awareness on this issue; as well as funds for our yearly expedition to Borneo.
Over the summer break, students from Imperial College will be sent to Borneo to assist in the
construction of education centers run by our local charity. By providing them with the
necessary infrastructure, we will ensure sustainable, long term development is achieved. As it
is a student led project, your participation is vital in determining its success; as students lead
the entire process from designs, to funding, to the final construction and hopefully also
teaching in the near future.
It is our goal to empower and assist those that have not been given the same opportunities as
we have in receiving proper education and therefore we hope you will join us at RED!
We will be recruiting new members soon.
Come find us at the Freshers’ Fair: Stall 10 in METRIC, The Union.
In the mean time, check out our website for more info: www.redprojectborneo.com
See you soon,
The RED team
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The El Salvador Project is an entirely
student-led volunteering project based at
Imperial College London within the Civil and
Environmental Engineering Department,
supported by UK charity Engage for
Development.

The project was established as a response
to the devastating earthquake that hit El
Salvador in 2002. Every summer since then,
teams of students have worked with local
NGO REDES on a variety of projects ranging
from the construction of earthquake
resistant housing and retrofitting of existing
homes for earthquake resistance to the
implementation of sanitation systems.

The project strives to provide simple and
effective engineering solutions to rural
communities
in
El
Salvador
while
empowering local communities by upskilling beneficiaries with regards to
infrastructure
maintenance
and
construction techniques.

This summer, a team of four Imperial College students spent three weeks in El Salvador to
conduct an evaluation of the sanitation situation in several rural communities. The information
gathered as well as the renewed ties with local families, community leaders and REDES
workers will serve to prepare the new phase of the project which is to focus on the
improvement of sanitation systems. As such, this was the culmination of a year which saw an
important restructuring of the project.
A new framework has effectively been put in place for the project to actively participate in the
improvement of sanitation in El Salvador. This can only be achieved by giving communities the
capacity to solve their issues and improve their situation with suitable infrastructure.
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We are looking for the next cohort of students who are looking to use their engineering skills to
benefit the world around them. Throughout the year we will be running talks and workshops to
get as many people involved in the project as possible. Our first event will be at 6pm on the
19th October in room 207, Skempton building. We will introduce the project and the exciting
direction that it will be taking this year, if that event isn’t soon enough come and talk to the
committee and sign up at Fresher’s fair, Tuesday 6th October where we will be in the Union
Dining Hall.
We will also be in the Great Hall the following week for the volunteers fair:
Tuesday 13th October from 11:30-14:00.
For more information about the project visit our website:
http://www.elsalvadorproject.org.uk/
Don’t forget to like us on Facebook to keep up to
date with our events:
https://www.facebook.com/ElSalvadorProject/
Follow us on twitter!
https://twitter.com/IC_ESP
We are also on the Ublend app!
If you are already sold, sign up for membership here
(it’s free): https://goo.gl/cOS1AP.
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This year, the Engineers Without Borders
team took and tested two Imperial-made
prototypes out to the Philippines: the
Agrimill, and Datalogger.

The projects were developed after two years
of intense survey and feasibility work, to try
and improve the lives of rural communities
living without direct access to electricity.

Our local partner, SIBAT, is an NGO that
designs and installs micro-hydro generators within the communities, bringing light for the first
time to some of the most remote parts of the Philippines, days from any navigable road. Two
weeks were spent on the farm/workshop, where we built the Agrimill from scratch, and did
further work optimising our Datalogger, before taking a 12 hour bus North to Apayao to meet
the communities.

Samuel Soh and I were in charge of the Datalogger, which measured and sent stuff about the
generators to a website, the idea being that you could monitor it from anywhere in the world.
That way, the right help could be sent at the right time, and the power usage could be mapped
to better understand the way electricity is used in the towns, and what could be done to meet
their demands.

Disaster struck.

The Datalogger is a metal box, full of wires and circuits with lights that flashed and corners so
sharp they could slice a tomato. It was developed by 3rd year Mechanical Engineering
Students as part of their assessed coursework, with the idea that Samuel Soh and I, Civil
Engineers, would take the prototype out to the field and test it. After touching down in Manila, it
was clear that nothing was working as it should, and none of us had ever programmed in
Arduino before, the Datalogger’s

Youtube proved to be our saviour, and after a few basic lessons in coding and circuitry we
deciphered what the mixed-salad of wires was for, and ultimately, what was wrong with them.
Some of the sensors were faulty, some of the connections were dud, and to make matters
worse a whole sensor had seen its wiring cut by an unknown villain. Replacements were found
(with considerable difficulty) and we started to see progress blossom inside that lifeless metal
shell.
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Any frustration borne from tampering with the Datalogger quickly fell away, however, after
finally realising the potential of our little prototypes. The communities had experienced
difficulty; maintaining the right voltage and frequencies needed to power their homes and basic
machinery is a task that needs organisation, and an understanding their electrical load needs
over the course of the day.

It was also clear that our Agrimill would save countless hours of hard labour in removing the
hard, inedible husks from the rice grains that serve as their only food staple.

The work was hard, and the hiking was a challenge, but every one of us left the Philippines with
a better understanding of the nature of the technology that would, in the long run, benefit
people in Buneg, and Bubog, and La Paz. An appreciation of how people live and function in
that corner of the world made it clear how different their needs were to a village in Tanzania,
and made us aware how different our role was to conventional volunteer work (Build a school,
dig a well, teach English) not that any one is more important than the other.

The landscape was stunning, the people we met were warm-hearted and welcoming, and
everyone was more than happy to supply us with unlimited swigs of the nastiest gin you will
ever taste. I would, in a heartbeat, do it all again.

Unfortunately I can’t, but you can. Come and find the EWB stall at the Freshers’ Fair on
Tuesday, or email Calvin Man, our EWB President, to get involved in countless other projects
on-going to improve the lives of others.
Maurice Zard, 3rd year Undergraduate, Imperial
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Debate Mate is an educational charity which
teaches underprivileged children debating with
an aim to improve social mobility. We are the
single largest debating organisation in the U.K
and work with over 4000 young people every
week, in over 220 schools.
We are reaching out to students from this
society in particular to employ mentors who will
work in our schools. We pay £20 for an hour
session, and our mentors have to commit to a
minimum of 1 club a week for 15 weeks.
Many of our students express particular interest in studying science and engineering in the
future, but we often struggle to recruit mentors who share those interests. As such, we're
particularly eager to work with societies like yours.
In the summer our mentors will have the opportunity to work on our international programme in
countries like Nepal, Jamaica, Rwanda, and Mexico.
Most important of all, mentors will be making a massive impact to the lives of children who are
educationally disadvantaged.
If you are interested in joining Debate Mate, please contact Madeline Schultz (details given
below).

Madeline Schultz
Programme Director
Debate Mate
T: 020 7922 8007
M: 077 4103 4580
E: madeline@debatemate.com
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BIRD SPOTTING
Try to find these exotic breeds as they migrate through the department, spot them all!

The Gold-Crested Wadee
Habitat: Room 421, or your waking
nightmares.
Food: Your insecurity.
Behaviour: Known to disarm prey
with wit and sarcasm. Also known
to perform impressively on a
dancefloor.
Bird Call: Hysterical medium
pitched guffaw that carries on the
wind of your misfortune.

Spo ed

The Tooth-Billed Taborda
Habitat: Room 432, or The
Famous Three Kings Pub.
Food: Incomplete Progress
Tests.
Behaviour: Known to know
best, and say so.
Bird Call: Not unlike Gru

Spo ed
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The Lesser-Great Gardner
Habitat: Room 435, ICE, IStructE,
or anywhere important to do with
anything.
Food: Protein bars and tempered
steel.
Behaviour: Known to casually
mention in passing that he wrote
Eurocode 3, and spontaneously
leave lectures to complete Iron
Man events.

Spo ed

Bird Call: Mild mannered chuckle,
followed by screaming his own
name and charging headlong into
battle.

The Cracker-billed Cheeseman
(or Grand Gruyère)
Habitat: Room 305, or any
recycling bin.
Food: Recycled waste
Behaviour: Known to possess the
ability to power walk at the speed
of sound.
Bird Call: More of an arm gesture
person, really.

Spo ed
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