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FROM•THE
EDITOR
Dear Reader,

Welcome the new and the old!
To our repeat offenders and pink-faced
freshers, I hope you all find something of a home
in Skempton, because you’ll likely be spending
an unhealthy amount of time here.
This edition will give you an idea of who we are
and what we do as your CIVSOC, with an
itinerary of our upcoming events and insightful
articles written by the people that make our
department the best in the world; the undergrads, prostgrads, professors, alumni, and pretty
much anyone I can fire an email at.
I’ll be your LIVIC Editor for another year, after a fiercely contested re-election campaign
fought against the formidable RON. You voted for me, it’s your fault. I was going to crack a
BREXIT/Presidential Campaign joke but I feel like the wounds/memes are still too fresh.
There’s a record number of freshers this year, I’m not exactly sure how that’s going to pan out,
but if you’re anywhere near as tight-knit and organised as the last batch of freshers you’re
going to have a pretty strong say as to what goes on in the department! Get on it, get involved.
I had a lovely summer, thank you, please enjoy the photo of me looking worldly at an Indian
wedding.
In addition there are funny bits.
There will always be funny bits.
LIVIC is available online, read it anywhere, anytime.
Truss me.

All the best,
Maurice Zard
LIVIC Editor
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—OUR EVENTS—
Mums & Dads BBQ
Where: Eastside
When: Tuesday 4th of October, 15:30—17:00
Meet your new parents and enjoy a variety of tasty grilled bits in buns.
You’d be crazy to miss it.

Totally free.

Three Bridges Pub Crawl
Where: Everywhere. Meet on ground floor.
When: Thursday 6th of October, 16:00 onwards
One of the crown jewels in all our calendars, I can not stress how
important it is that you come to this. Freshers need to bring hard hats
and high-vis jackets. Come. I mean it, you’ll be kicking yourself. Really
hard. People from all over the world come to relive the experience and
get reborn. Rumour has it you can’t graduate unless you do it. Just
come. Don’t be rubbish.

Shell Day
Where: Room 201/204
When: Tuesday 11th of October, 16:00 onwards
Shell are kindly giving us a Careers Presentation, and later a CV clinic for
anyone keen to improve what they send out to employers. They’ll also be
shedding light on their application process.
Lunch and nibbles to be provided.
Not to be missed!

Careers Fair
Where: BOS/Mezzanine
When: Tuesday 25th of October, 16:00—20:00
Consultants, Contractors, and many many more will be setting up stalls
around the BOS area to show off what they do, and what they can do for
you!
You guessed it, not to be missed!
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W o r d s O F We l c o m e
Hello!
To those of you returning, welcome back! To those of you just joining, you
made it *fist pump*! Whichever faraway land you have travelled from, I
hope you’ve all had a fantastic summer and are feeling relaxed and
refreshed (and maybe even excited) for the year ahead.
From Industry Talks to Pub Quiz, there’ll be something for everyone with
loads of events being planned! The year will start ( in the eyes of most) with
the Four Bridges Pub Crawl this week where the Legendary Hard Hat
Funnel 2.0 is rumoured to make an appearance.
For information on the upcoming events, follow us on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram or go to civsoc.co.uk. (You might just get the occasional
email from us).
In the meantime, (as Max will say), keep groovy!

Jay Master
CivSoc Chair
Dear students,
As the Director of Undergraduate Studies for the Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering and on behalf of my staff colleagues, I'd like to warmly
welcome you to Imperial for the 2016-17 academic year. If you're a Fresher, I really
look forward to meeting you, and congratulations on choosing our course - you've
made a wise decision! If you're a returning student, I hope you had a refreshing
summer, and I'm sure you're eager to see your classmates again and get back into
your studies and extra-curricular activities.
We're committed to delivering the best student experience possible here, so let us
know throughout the year if there is anything that we can do to make it better.
Best wishes to you all for an enjoyable and successful academic year ahead.
Dr Michael Templeton
Director of Undergraduate Studies for Department of Civil & Environmental
Engineering

A warm welcome to our new students and welcome back to our second,
third and fourth years.
I trust you have had a great summer and I hope that you are now ready to
study again. You will be working alongside some of the brightest and most
motivated students from around the world, taught by an exceptional group
of internationally leading experts. A strength of our Department, and the
College as a whole, is its national and cultural diversity and we don’t intend
to allow Brexit, or any other outside influence, change that. London is a
wonderful place to be a student. Please take full advantage of your once in
a lifetime opportunity and strike a good balance between studying hard to
fulfill your potential and enjoying the company of your fellow students and
life in London. Good luck for the coming year!
Prof. Nick Buenfeld
Head of the Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering
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Once A Fresher
For this Edition of LIVIC, I was asked to write an
article about being a first year student at
imperial from a girl's point of view.
Moving to London last year, I didn’t know what to
expect. Having always lived in France, in a
French family, studying in a French school, all I
knew was that everything was going to be new.
Today, I feel incredibly lucky; studying in one of
the best universities for Civil Engineering and
living in a wonderful area in an amazing city,
where you can basically NEVER be bored.
Learning about the social and cultural specific
traits of Britain has been extremely enriching.
I would say my main challenge during the past
few months has been the language. With the
exception of a few weeks during the summer, I
had never been in an English-speaking
environment before. It is a humbling experience
to learn a new language- satisfying oneself with
taking less part in conversations can be
frustrating; I sometimes miss being able to
express myself as eloquently as I would like.
However, I will be gratified by the confidence I
am gaining and I am obviously not the only one
undergoing this experience at Imperial. There
are so many international students here that it
often seems as if the British are the overseas
students ! Getting to know students from all over
the world is just as thrilling as discovering the
British culture. This is surely something we
should cherish at Imperial.
I don’t regret picking the Civil Engineering
course, as I genuinely believe that it will enable
us to make a difference throughout our carrier.
To me, there is no doubt that the work on the way
is worth the effort. Moreover, I really enjoy the
atmosphere within the department. Before
coming here, some freshers-to-be were freaking
out about the stereotypes of the nerdy, asocial engineers. CivEng was what I thought would be the most fulfilling
path for me, I wasn’t about to change my mind, but was still bracing myself to adapt to an uncertain (and possibly
hostile?) environment. Contrary to my fears, it has been all fun so far! Being part of a department where everyone
is so friendly, getting involved as a Year rep, joining the hockey club, making new friends in halls, discovering
London by day and by night… Any day, any time, there is always something to do and people to meet, what else
could I ask for?
Sometimes I am congratulated simply for being a girl who picked engineering. How impressive to choose to work
in ‘a men’s world’, full of hurdles, discriminations and macho jokes! This is very nice but it doesn't sound right to
me. Perhaps I will struggle more when I am in the working world, but have so far felt rather encouraged at
Imperial.
Although I know this can't be the same in every country and in every family, the fact that I am a woman never
constrained my choices, at least academically. As a child I chose to play Hockey, and was always the only girl in
the team: let's not make a big deal out of it. It didn’t make much of a difference, and everyone got used to it. On the
field or in life, we all need to speak for ourselves, and say what we think. It doesn't make a difference if you are tall,
small, or the only woman in the room. This also applies at uni: I don't feel like waking up for 9ams, handing in my
coursework in time and making friends is any harder for me as a woman.
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Of course, there is still a lot of improvement to be made in the professional engineering field. It is way too often
regarded as a masculine subject, and the lack of women is noticeable. It is such a waste of talent, when so many
are just waiting to be encouraged to play their part! In school, I was in what was called the 'elite' scientific class,
and we were -surprisingly- mostly female. However many of them, despite their talent and their enjoyment of it,
decided not to pursue higher scientific studies. At imperial, we almost exclusively have male lecturers, and there
is a large majority of male students. On the first day we were told, with great pride and pleasure, that being an
exceptional year we had a 33% female student body. What struck me was the eagerness of the speaker to justify
that high number and to hastily add that 'of course, admissions were blind with regard to sex' (phew, what a relief
thank you). This type of clumsiness is not infrequent and lots of initiatives are taken at Imperial to make sciences
more appealing for women.

Inequalities will most likely widen with years. It is often said
that starting a family is a very difficult choice for a woman to
take. Obviously, striking a balance between our dream jobs
and our family life will be challenging. But it should be
equally hard for both men and women. It does not really
matter if you are a woman or not. It is the decisions you
make that will make a difference.
Flora Charbonnier
Second Year Undergraduate
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The Committee
Max Castello • SECRETARY
Hi everyone ! I’m your new CivSoc Secretary. I will be taking care of assisting Jay
through the coordination of events, the recording of every matter or queries that has
been brought to the committee, as well as keeping track of what happens through
the department. I will also be there to help out other committee members as well as
any student or staff who would like to bring up any new ideas or comments on our
work, in order to give you the best experience ever !

Don’t hesitate to come to me if you can’t find other committee members, I’ll make
sure to pass it on !

Christina Barbas • DEP REP
Hi all,
I'm Christina, a 4th year student and I will be your Department Representative for
this year!
I will act as the liaison between staff and students regarding academic matters. I
am looking forward to working with all the year representatives and making your
academic year as enjoyable as possible!
I’m here to help everyone of you with anything you need to ensure you will
have the best year ever!

Hippolyte Mounier-vehier • INDUSTRIAL LIAISON
OFFICER
Hello!

My name is Hippolyte and I'm in second year.
My role in Civsoc is to communicate with outside companies in order to get
sponsorship and organise events such as the careers fair and lunchtime talks.
Feel free to come see me for anything you may need, or just to say hi!

Marthe Bouleau • EVENTS OFFICER
Hi,
I’m Marthe, a 3rd year student and your Events officer for the year.
I will be in charge of organising lots of fun events so you feel part of and enjoy your
time in this fabulous department (some say the most fabulous). I am looking forward
to meet you all at the first week's grand pub crawl (don't miss this) as well as pub
quiz, philosophy nights etc.
Also feel free to come talk to me, even for something not related to events!

Naveeth Basheer • TREASURER
Hey guys! I'm Nav, your treasurer for the year.
If you hadn't already realised, CivSoc is the best departmental society in Imperial. I
make sure the money keeps rolling so it can stay that way. I’ll manage the funds for all
the CivSoc events (and slip in plenty of freebies along the way), so we can have
another great year.
Looking forward to meeting you all! :)
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Xing “Sam” Huang • MARKETING & WEB OFFICER
I am Xing Huang aka Sam, your media and marketing officer this year. I am obsessive
about social media and it's my job sharing awesome photos for all the CivSoc events. I
hope you all have a great year and looking forward to see you all in CivSoc events.
Btw you will probably see me everywhere so feel free to say hi and ask for a selfie.

Susie McAllister • TOUR OFFICER
Hey heys!! For all you CivEngie freshers out there, welcome!!! I'm your tour
officer for this year and before you do anything else at Imperial... Get
yourself on tour! It will be greatest week of your entire year...I tell you! Ask
anyone around, from the CivEng professors to your biology roommate,
EVERYBODY knows that the CivSoc tour is the tour to be on. So don't forget
to look out for those eagerly anticipated emails, because oversleeping for
just 30 seconds can make all the difference!
Apart from organising the best tour I can, I'll be helping Jay and the rest of
the committee to make sure that everyone in Skempton has a fabulous
year. I'll be wandering around most of the time, so if you have any
questions, whatever they may be, please do not hesitate to ask.
CivSoc Love xxx

Maria Stasi • ALUMNI AND MUMS&DADS OFFICER
Hello!
I’m Maria from third year. My job is to keep your new CIVSOC families together and
promote the best interaction with our alumni. Don’t be shy and come see me for
anything you may need!
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The•Undergraduate
Office•
They are the all powerful
The almighty
The omniscient, omnipotent and
omnipresent,
The Undergraduate Office.

Tina Mikellides

Never in the history of mankind has a more powerful and efficient
administrative force existed.

Anna Hikel

They can do anything. Literally anything.
It is rumoured that between them, they could fire any nuclear missile in the world using an archive of
launch codes, given to them in confidence by heads of state.
It is also said that collectively they hold the fastest drinking time of a 75cl bottle of Sauvignon-Blanc
ever recorded.
Tina is the efficient Year Abroad coordinator and all-round top notch
administrator. On the weekends she travels the world completing pub
quizzes in a variety of languages. She has never answered a question
wrong.
Anna describes her job as: “working with the Senior Tutor, providing a
friendly and welcoming service to the Undergraduate students on a day-to
-day basis, meeting with them to discuss their problems and giving advice
and support” This is in fact an understatement, she is recognised as a
saint in 5 different religions. Famed for her serene and peaceful nature,
wild deer are often found hanging around the office in the hope of being
given a chocolate digestive and a cuddle.
Louise is our fearless admissions tutor, and talent scout for the secret
service. Once an MMA fighter, she now heads a part-time covert ops team
and recruits only the best freshers to join our ranks here in Skempton.

Louise Green (Middle)
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THE•FUNNY BITS
N E R D

The aim of WORDNERD is to find a particular set of words within a grid of letters. You can travel
upwards and downwards, backwards, and diagonally to try and build the word you’re looking
for.
Each grid is lecturer-themed, containing words that correspond to who they are and what they
do. This Fresher’s Edition sees the appearance of a few famous faces that will be trying to
educate our humble freshers, see if you can get the words.

I’ll even start one off for you:

Professor Cheeseman
Professor of Materials
Resources Engineering
Waste/Materials lecturer
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Dr Taborda
Mathematics lecturer

Room 432
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Senior Lecturer
Structural Mechanics Lecturer
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Dr Hong Wong
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